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Four’s a crowd when daughters
visit dad and his new partner

DEAR ABBY:I'm16and
have a 13-year-old sister.
Our parents are divorced,
and we live with our moth-
er. We used to see our dad
on visitations every other
weekend, but he moved
away, SO now we see him
for two weeks in the sum-
mer and one week during
Christmas. We talk to him
a lot and have a good rela-
tionship. We're scheduled
to visit him soon.

Dad lives in a one-bed-
room apartment and when
we’re there, he lets us stay
in the bedroom and he
sleeps on the couch. He has
just told us he is “coming
out of the closet” and has a
partner who is living with
him. They plan on getting
married now that it’s legal.
When I asked him what
the sleeping arrangements
will be, he said he hasn’t
figured it out yet, but will
work it out.

We’re really not sur-
prised to find out that Dad
is gay, and we can accept
that. But we'’re really un-
comfortable about spend-
ing two weeks in a one-
bedroom apartment along
with his partner when we
don’t even know what the
sleeping arrangements
will be. We’d like to find a
way to get out of the visit,
but we don’t want to hurt
our dad, and because of
the visitation agreement,
he has the right to have
us for two weeks every
summer. What can we do?
—UNCOMFORTABLE IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR ABBY

DEAR UNCOMFORT-
ABLE: Of this I am sure,
your father and his partner
will welcome you with open
arms and do everything in
their power to show you a
good time. You and your
sister should go and try to
be gracious guests. I agree,
the space may be cramped,
but it’s only for two weeks.
After they marry, they
may move to larger quar-
ters.

If you don’t enjoy the
visit, keep in mind that in
two years you will be 18
and no longer “obligated”
to spend three weeks with
your dad. But if you give
this a chance, you may be
very pleasantly surprised,
so think positive.

DEAR ABBY: My fa-
ther-in-law is considering
having my two precious
little girls’ names tattooed
onhisarm. I’'m not a fan of
tattoos and would prefer
my daughters’ names not
be displayed in this man-
ner.

Do my husband and I
have a right to ask him
not to do this? Our his-

tory with him hasn’t been
the most pleasant because
he can be manipulative
and hard to deal with. I'm
afraid if we tell him we are
opposed, it will encourage
him all the more to get the
tattoo. How should we ap-
proach this without caus-
ing aruckus? —AGAINST
IT IN OKLAHOMA

DEAR AGAINST IT:
You can offer your opinion,
but there is no way you
and your husband can con-
trol what he does with his
body. Because the subject
has already come up for
discussion, it would not
be rude to raise it again
and explain NICELY that
if he hasn’t done it yet,
you would prefer the girls’
names not be displayed
that way.

Of course, the decision
is his to make, and while
it may not be to your lik-
ing, I'm sure your father-
in-law considers it to be a
loving gesture and a sign
(literally) that he’s proud
of his granddaughters. If
the tattoo has already been
applied, then please, for the
sake of family harmony,
try to view it from that
perspective.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you have a firm
grasp on what you need to ac-
complish in the week ahead.
Stay focused on your tasks
and that focus will pay off by
the end of the week.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, your financial bur-
den is alittle easier this week.
Perhaps you have caught up
on bills or have received a
little extra money you didn’t
expect.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, whether you are in
a relationship or are looking
for a new romantic partner,
the next few days are the
moments for putting on the
charm.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, many things need
to get done this week before
you can set work aside and
take a much-needed vacation.
Once you get through the bulk
of things, you can relax.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Save some of your good for-
tune for others, Leo. When you
share the wealth, not only will
you feel better about yourself,
but also you will certainly
have more friends around you.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Without you the well-oiled
wheels of the work machine
just won’t spin correctly,
Virgo. That can put a lot of
pressure on you in your ca-
reer, so weigh the options of
a day off.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23

Libra, sometimes you
have to be the voice of rea-
son, and this won’t always
make you popular with oth-
ers. Though some may not
rally around you this week,
they’ll relent.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Something that seemed like
agood idea at first glance may
not seem like the best thing to
do right now, Scorpio. Switch
gears while you can still take
another path.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, although you
may rather spend your time
doing something else for the
next few days, handle your
upcoming obligations with-
out complaint.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Surround yourself with
close friends, Capricorn.
They will serve as your an-
chor in difficult situations
that may come to pass this
week. It’s good to have a sup-
port system.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
There is more to you
than others see, Aquarius.
Sometimes you relish in be-
ing mysterious, and this is
one of those times. Others’
interest will be piqued.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Don’t take any sniffles or
sneezes for granted, Pisces.
Make sure this week you pay
attention to your health to
ensure good days ahead.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 11
Chris Hemsworth, Actor (30)

AUGUST 12
Casey Affleck, Actor (38)

AUGUST 13
Alan Shearer, Athlete (43)

AUGUST 14
Mila Kunis, Actress (30)

AUGUST 15
Jennifer Lawrence, Actress
(23)

AUGUST 16
Kathie Lee Gifford, TV Host
(60)

AUGUST 17
Sean Penn, Actor (53)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

8-10 CRYPTOQUOTE

DIYZ T LTZ EYBQEYU, IQU
DQOY FYBU BDQPY BIY
IXURTZV RXB MZAN ITAO
BIY QZPMLY — PIQ PIQ

EMVEQFXYK

Previous Cryptoquote: IF YOU CAN FIND A PATH WITH
NO OBSTACLES, IT PROBABLY DOESNOT LEAD ANY-

WHERE. - Frank A. Clark
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