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Carcass of leaping Asian carp found
on Mississippi River near Winona

DNR STAFF REPORT

The carcass of a silver
carp - the kind that leaps
from the water when dis-
turbed - was found re-
cently on a dam abutment
just north of Winona, the
furthest upstream a silver
carp has been discovered
in the Mississippi River,
accordingtothe Minnesota
Department of Natural Re-
sources.

“Finding this carp on
the sill of the dam suggests
that it was attempting to
jump over it; it wasn’t just
leaping due to a distur-
bance,” said Nick Frohnau-
er, DNR invasive fish co-
ordinator. “That confirms
our assumption that silver
carp may use their leaping
ability to attempt to over-
come barriers.”

A worker with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
first noticed the fish on
Aug. 9. The fish was atop a
concrete abutment just be-
low Lock and Dam 5, about
20 miles further upstream
of the previously northern-
most instance of a silver
carp. The dam is about 110
miles south of Lock and
Dam 1 in St. Paul.

A DNR fisheries biolo-
gist investigated, snagged
the fish with a treble hook
and reeled it up from the
abutment, which was oth-
erwise inaccessible. Be-

More information

For more information on Asian carp in Minnesota, visit www.dnr.
state.mn.us/asian-carp/index.html.

cause the carp had been
dead for at least a week,
weight, gender and repro-
ductive ability could not
be determined, but the
carcass measured about 30
inches long.

Silver carp are one of
four species of invasive
Asian carp threatening the
Mississippi River and oth-
er native ecosystems. They
can grow to 60 pounds, and
they impact the base of the
food chain by consuming
large amounts of plankton
that native fish also rely
on. Populations of bighead
and silver carp are estab-
lished in the Mississippi
River and its tributaries
downstream of Pool 16 in
Iowa. Bighead carp have
been found in Lake Pepin
and the Mississippi and
St. Croix rivers, and as far
north as the mouth of the
St. Croix in Prescott, Wis.
But there is no indication
bighead or silver carp are
reproducing in the Min-
nesota waters of the Mis-
sissippi or St. Croix rivers.

The DNR continues to
take a multi-pronged ap-
proach to managing Asian
carp including:

Monitoring for Asian
carp by using targeted
surveying and contracted
commercial fishing.

Partnering with the
University of Minnesota’s
Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center, which
is researching ways to
prevent the spread and
to manage populations of
Asian carp.

Contracting on the de-
sign and approval of an
electric barrier using new
“sweeping” electrical tech-
nology at Lock and Dam 1
in St. Paul.

Improvements to the
Coon Rapids Dam to make
it a better fish barrier.

The agency maintains
that the best approach to
keeping Asian carp out of
the upper Mississippi Riv-
er watershed is to close the
Upper St. Anthony Falls
Lock. The lock is admin-
istered by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, and
it would require an act of
Congress to close the lock.

For more information
on Asian carp in Minne-
sota, visit www.dnr.state.
mn.us/asian-carp/index.
html.

More small game hunters go afield
in 2012; pheasant, duck harvests up

DNR STAFF REPORT

More small game hunters
ventured into Minnesota’s
fields and forests in 2012,
according to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Re-
sources annual small game
survey.

The number of pheasant
and duck hunters increased
8 percent and corresponded
with a slight increase in
pheasant and duck stamps
sales. In 2012, an estimat-
ed 84,000 people hunted
pheasants and 90,400 hunted
ducks.

Although ruffed grouse
are on the downward side
of their 10-year population
cycle, the number of grouse
hunters increased 6 percent

The complete report is
available on the DNR
website at www.mndnr.gov/
publications/wildlife.

in 2012 to 97,200.

Statewide estimates show
that hunters harvested
264,000 pheasants, 835,000
ducks and 355,000 ruffed
grouse.

Harvest of ducks and
pheasants in 2012 was com-
parable to 2011, with indi-
viduals taking an average
of 9.2 ducks and 3.1 pheas-
ants per hunter. Harvest
averages from 2011 showed
the average hunter took 8.8
ducks and 2.6 pheasants.

Hunter harvest of pheas-
ants and ducks likely was

higher because an unusu-
ally mild winter of 2011-2012
followed by a warm spring
allowed for above average
winter survival and favor-
able reproductive condi-
tions.

The harvest rate for
ruffed grouse dropped from
4 birds per hunter in 2011 to
2.6 birds in 2012. That de-
cline is consistent with the
current downward phase of
the grouse population cycle.

DNR annually surveys
small game hunters to make
estimates of both hunter
numbers and harvest
trends. For the 2012 season,
7,000 small game license
buyers were surveyed of
which 3,520 surveys were
returned and usable.

Few drunk drivers reoffend
after using ignition interlock

More than 400 arrested for DWI during
first weekend of statewide DWT crackdown

BY DPS STAFF REPORT

Less than 1 percent of
the 10,664 DWI offenders
in Minnesota who have
used or are currently us-
ing ignition interlock have
reoffended since the pro-
gram’s statewide inception
in July 2011, according to
the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety Office of
Traffic Safety.

To date, 3,283 people
have graduated from the
interlock program — mean-
ing, they used the device
for the required period
without reoffending. There
are currently 7,381 people
using ignition interlock in
Minnesota.

Ignition interlock de-
vices are connected to a
vehicle’s starter. The only
way a driver can start the
vehicle is by blowing into
the device and measuring
an alcohol content under
0.02. If the alcohol content
is at 0.02 or above, the car
will not start and the in-
formation will be recorded
and later transmitted to the
monitoring authority.

“Interlock devices are
proving to be effective tools
that are keeping the vast
majority of past DWI of-
fenders from repeating
their mistakes,” says Don-

na Berger, Office of Traffic
Safety director. “In turn,
this technology is cutting
down on impaired driving
and creating a safer driving
environment for the travel-
ing public.”

As the interlock pro-
gram continues to limit the
amount of DWI reoffenders
on Minnesota roads, law
enforcement around the
state continue a nationwide
DWI enforcement crack-
down scheduled to run
through Labor Day. Law
enforcement statewide ar-
rested 425 for DWI during
the first weekend of activity
(Aug. 16-18), including sev-
eral at or above an alcohol-
concentration level of 0.16,
making them eligible for
interlock.

Who is Eligible for In-
terlock

Repeat DWI offenders, as
well as first-time offenders
arrested at 0.16 and above
alcohol-concentration level
must use interlock in or-
der to regain legal driving
privileges, or face at least
one year without a driver’s
license. Offenders with
three or more offenses are
required to install inter-
lock and use for three to
six years, or they will never
regain driving privileges.

Based on historical data,

officials expect around
21,000 DWI offenders to be
eligible for interlock sanc-
tions during a given year.
Cost of an interlock is $3-$4
per day.

There are 32 states — in-
cluding Minnesota — that
use ignition interlock for
first-time DWI offenders.

Interlock Features

B “Rolling re-tests” re-
quire driver to provide
a breath sample three to
five minutes after starting
the vehicle, and randomly
thereafter.

B In-car cameras record
all breath tests. Video and
test results are available for
DPS to monitor.

B Specific hum or “suck
back” patterns required
when providing breath
sample.

Hm Users are required to
have the interlock calibrat-
ed monthly by a service
provider. Service providers
will run reports that indi-
cate how many times the
vehicle started, number
of rolling re-tests, and any
test fails (an alcohol-con-
centration limit of 0.02 or
above). Service providers
will send reports to DPS
for review and to take ap-
propriate action or extend
sanctions.

For more information
on the ignition interlock
program, visit www.Min-
nesotalgnitionInterlock.
org.
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Deck, Cut Mowing Time in 2!
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