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Vikings loss, for Bridgewater, was ‘eye-opening’

From left, Vikings quarterback Teddy Bridgewater (5) releases a pass while
being rushed by Lions defensive end Ziggy Ansah (94) in Sunday’s game at
TCF Bank Stadium. Bridgewater was sacked eight times and threw three
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interceptions in Minnesota’s 17-3 loss to Detroit.

EDEN PRAIRIE (AP) —
Minnesota Vikings fans,
quickly enamored with the
rookie who’s supposed to
solve this team’s long-run-
ning quarterback problem,
have chanted Teddy Bridge-
water’s name at each home
game this season.

The “Teddy! Teddy! Ted-
dy!” chorus that came from
the crowd on Sunday was
for encouragement, not ex-
citement.

Bridgewater’s second
NFL start was a sharp drop-
off from his first, as the
Vikings were overwhelmed
by Detroit’s league-leading
defense in a 17-3 defeat by
the Lions.

“You’re not just going to
go out there and be perfect.
There’s some throws that
you’re not going to be able
to control and there will be
things that happen through-
out the course of a game
that you won’t be able to
control,” Bridgewater said.

“But at the same time, for
me, it was an eye-opener. Af-
ter my performance against
Atlanta, I believe the ex-
pectation level is high. But
I have a high expectation
level for myself also.”

Bridgewater passed for
317 yards in three quarters
on Sept. 28 when the Vi-
kings beat the Falcons 41-
28. His sprained left ankle
forced him out of the end
of that game and kept him
out last week at Green Bay
while the Vikings were
blown out 42-10.

The natural assumption
was that, with Bridgewater
back, the offense would
again be productive despite
the difficult opponent. But it
never got going.

STAFF PHOTO BY KEVIN BONESKE

“We’re all pointing fin-
gers at ourselves. We've just
got to do better, man, as a
unit. The fans don’t like see-
ing that. That’s just poor ef-
fort from us. Hopefully next
week we just get better,”
wide receiver Cordarrelle
Patterson said.

Bridgewater completed
better than 62 percent of his
passes, but he threw three
interceptions, albeit two
that came from tipped balls.

“I believe, with all my
heart, that Teddy Bridge-
water is going to be the fran-
chise quarterback here for
a long, long time. I believe
that the team believes that,
too,” coach Mike Zimmer
said.

“Guys in the organiza-
tion, the players, everybody
believes this guy will be the
future and a bright future
for this organization. We
have to make sure we con-
tinue to help him to be suc-
cessful: playing, coaching,
whatever it is.”

The Vikings (2-4) play at
Buffalo this week. Much
of the time until then will
be figuring out how to give
Bridgewater more time to
throw. Sacked eight times
by the Lions, he simply had
nowhere to go.

Zimmer said he’s “not
opposed” to changes on the
offensive line, a group he
said he anticipated would
be ateam strength entering
the season.

Left tackle Matt Kalil
has allowed the most of the
22 sacks surrendered by
the Vikings, second-most
in the NFL, but on Sunday
the pressure came from
everywhere.

“The guys overall are

not bad football players.
They’re just not playing
real good right now,” Zim-
mer said.

None of the front five
were in the locker room on
Monday while it was open
to reporters, but wide re-
ceivers Greg Jennings and
Jarius Wright and fullback
Jerome Felton were among
the players who refused
to blame the problems on
the line. Bridgewater said
after the game he could run
through his reads and get
rid of the ball faster.

“I don’t expect for the
offensive line to point the
finger at us. ’'m not going to
point the finger at them. Be-
cause protection is across
the board. Run blocking is
across the board. Making
things happen, making
plays, is across the board,”
Jennings said.

Zimmer was angry after
the game about trends of
a lack of discipline and
threatened to fine players
“to the max” if more guys
arrived late to meetings or
appointments, as had hap-
pened a few times last week.
He softened on Monday:
“That was probably Zimmer
being Zimmer. I was not in
the best frame of mind.”

Still, the message was
clear. Felton, who acknowl-
edged he was “a little ner-
vous” entering the team
meeting on Monday, said
Zimmer promised to cut
playing time for continued
mistakes on the field.

“l want them to un-
derstand that it’s not OK
to lose, that we have to
change the mentality and
the mindset of this,” Zim-
mer said.

Zimmer upset with Vikings after 17-3 loss to Lions

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
Mike Zimmer’s blunt de-
livery of hard truths has
sometimes been blamed for
his inability to land a head
coaching job sooner.

When the Minnesota Vi-
kings hired him to take over
before this season, Zimmer
said his personality wouldn’t
change. He backed that up
Sunday with some straight
talk about his team after a
woeful home loss to division
rival Detroit.

Teddy Bridgewater was
sacked eight times and threw
three interceptions in Min-
nesota’s 17-3 defeat to the Li-
ons, and afterward Zimmer
promised a stricter approach
coming off of two straight
embarrassing performances
in division games.

“I’'m the boss,” Zimmer
said. “Their job is to please
me. Not the other way
around.”

The Vikings (2-4) were
coming off a 42-10 loss at
Green Bay and had 10 days

to prepare for the Lions (4-2).

Bridgewater made his sec-
ond career start after miss-
ing last week’s game with an
ankle injury. Vikings fans
hoped that the switch from
Christian Ponder back to
Bridgewater, who threw for
317 yards to beat Atlanta on
Sept. 28, would be the cure for
all that ails the offense.

But the ferocious Lions
defense was in Bridgewater’s
face all game long and blan-
keted the Vikings receivers.
The Vikings converted just 3
of 14 third downs and man-
aged only 212 total yards.

When Bridgewater did
have time, he was unchar-
acteristically inaccurate. He
completed 23 of 37 passes for
188 yards and threw a costly
interception in the end zone
in the first quarter. Another
interception went through
running back Matt Asiata’s
hands and his third was bat-
ted at the line of scrimmage.

“Overall we just have to
be better,” Bridgewater said.

STAFF PHOTO BY KEVIN BONESKE
Minnesota Vikings head coach Mike Zimmer

speaks with reporters following Sunday’s 17-3 loss
to the Detroit Lions.

to come back next week and
learn from today and move
forward.”

And that was Zimmer’s
biggest concern.

“Not just better on the foot-
ball field, but better outside
the football field, whether it’s
around the facility or some-
thing else. So we just have

“I'm extremely disappoint-
ed about thisloss,” he said. “I
can handle getting beat, butI
can’thandle getting our butts
whipped like that.”

The Vikings are missing
Adrian Peterson while he
addresses charges of child
abuse in Texas. Tight end
Kyle Rudolph, right guard
Brandon Fusco and lineback-
er Chad Greenway are out be-
cause of injuries. But Zimmer
was in no mood to play the
excuse card after seeing the
Lions come through without
receiver Calvin Johnson and
running back Reggie Bush.

“We’re undisciplined,”
Zimmer said. “Trust me:
We’re going to get disci-
plined.”

Greg Jennings and Cor-
darrelle Patterson, the team’s
top two receivers, combined
for five catches and 48 yards
and Jerick McKinnon had 82
total yards in hisfirst startat
running back.

The offensive struggles
masked a solid effort from

Minnesota’s defense, which
yielded only 255 total yards
and stuffed the Lions on 12
of their 13 third downs. Matt
Stafford completed 19 of 33
passes for 185 yards and a
touchdown.

“We’re grown men, SO we
got to be willing to step up
and talk to each other and get
on each other,” cornerback
Captain Munnerlyn said. “It
shouldn’t be coaches have
to say, ‘You got to get here.
You got to get there. It’s your
job. This is how we feed our
families, so we just got to do
a better job with that.”

NOTES: Patterson was
slowed by a hip injury,
but he said he expected to
be ready to go next week
against Buffalo. ... P Jeff
Locke had a busy, butrough,
afternoon. He punted seven
times for a 37.9-yard aver-
age. ... Ziggy Ansah led the
way for the Lions with 21/2
sacks. ... Tahir Whitehead
had two of the three inter-
ceptions.

IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THINNER
XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging,
required hospitalization or a loved one died while
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present
time, you may be entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Reach two-million Minnesota
readers for only $199

Your 25-word ad will appear in 240 state newspapers in the "MCAN"
statewide classifieds from the Minnesota Newspaper Association.
Call The Journal at (218) 285-7411 to learn more.

INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MINNESOTA

The Journal

BORDERLAND'S CHOICE
FOR INFORMATION

For the most current information on
Rainy and Namakan Lake levels,
visit the following:

www.ijc.org/en/RLWWB

(click on the ‘Data’ link)

or
boisepaper.com

BOISE Paper

A Division of Packaging Corporation of America

W(’JWERF

shop drawings
up to 38" wide.
No seams.

Printing & Design

Laminate...

Maps, posters and

Also, we can mount documents
onto 3/16" or 3/8" foam core.

North'Ster

PUBLISHING

1602 Hwy. 71 » 285-7411

MESOTHELIOMA
LUNG CANCER
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Int’l Falls, MN 56649

(218) 283-4494
1-866-283-4494 Toll Free

* We accept outside prescriptions
¢ Hundreds of frames to choose from
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