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Mom’s brief cellphone video
has lingering consequences

DEAR ABBY: My
13-year-old son, “Wiley,”
was playing a game on my
cellphone. I stupidly forgot
to delete a short video of
myself engaged in a sex
act with my ex-husband,
“Cliff.” Wiley didn’t con-
front me or mention it, but
given his sudden change
in behavior, I'm almost
certain he saw it.

The next morning I men-
tioned it and apologized,
hoping we could get past
the awkwardness, but Wi-
ley wouldn’t admit this is
what’s bothering him. He
acted as if he didn’t know
what I was talking about.
Now he’s shutting down.
He won’t talk tome. He’s off
in his own world as if I'm a
stranger, where a few days
before we would laugh,
share and trust each other.

I divorced Cliff because
he and my son didn’t get
along, but in the last six
months we have been se-
cretly having an affair and
we ultimately want to get
back together when Wiley is
18. My son doesn’t approve of
him and he’s angry about it.

I’'m worried and embar-
rassed that he saw me do-
ing what I was doing in that
few seconds of video, and I
don’t want to scar him or
have him think differently
of me. Wiley’s father has
been no help, and I sus-
pect adds fuel to our son’s
anger during his weekend
visitations. I tried therapy
for Wiley -- it didn’t help.
Do you have any sugges-
tions? — MORTIFIED IN
ARIZONA

DEAR MORTIFIED:
I'm printing your letter be-
cause, once again, it illus-

DEAR ABBY

trates the danger of putting
videos of a sexual nature
on cellphones. I can think
of few people of any age
who don’t prefer to think
of themselves as products
of immaculate conception,
and your son is no exception.

Because Cliff and Wiley’s
relationship was so poor
the three of you couldn’t
coexist under one roof, dis-
covering that you are once
more intimately involved
with your ex must have
been traumatic and threat-
ening to Wiley. It might
reassure him to know that
your seeing Cliff does not
mean you will be living
together anytime soon.

In the meantime, I rec-
ommend that YOU talk
with a therapist to help you
cope with the changed rela-
tionship you now have with
your son. It’s a shame that
Wiley’s father has used this
unfortunate incident for
his own selfish purposes.
Divorced couples MUST
remember that they have to
love their child more than
they hate each other.

DEAR ABBY: A year
and a half ago, I reconnect-
ed with “Paul.” We were in
grade school together and
hadn’t seen each other for
many years. We have been

extremely happy and want
to spend our remaining
years together.

Because of our ages
(we’re both seniors) and
separate families and in-
comes, we feel marriage
is not what we’d like to do.
But we would like to move
in together.

Would it be ridiculous
for us to do that without
being married? Will the
world condemn us? Will
our children understand
or ostracize us? How do
we handle questions about
why we have chosen not
to marry? — IN LOVE IN
LOUISIANA

DEAR IN LOVE: Many
older couples do what you
are considering because
being married would nega-
tively affect their retire-
ment income. If your chil-
dren like Paul -- and his
children like you -- I doubt
you will be ostracized.
Most adult children want
their parents to be happy.

If you’re worried about
how the community will
react to your living ar-
rangement, consider talk-
ingto a clergyperson about
being “married in the eyes
of God.” As to questions
about why you have chosen
not to marry, apart from
your family, it is nobody’s
business and you are not
obligated to discuss it.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no math

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30

minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
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strap molasses the same as 32 Golf hole
regular molasses? — Louise with a
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times the juices are boiled 41 Ivllosey
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Light or regular molasses 44 Entices
is made from the first boil- 45 Salon
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comes after a second boiling.
Blackstrap molasses is what
remains after a third boil-
ing, and it has a bitter taste.
It’s used in slow-cooking
recipes, e.g., baked beans or
barbecue. — Heloise

SEEDING SQUASH

Dear Heloise: Cleaning out
the pulp and seeds when pre-
paring winter squash usinga
spoon was difficult. I looked
in my utensil drawer and
chose the larger end of my
melon-ball cutter. The insides
of the winter squash come out
with very little effort using
the melon-ball cutter. Don’t
turn it; simply pull it along
the inside of the squash. The
pulp and seeds come out eas-
ily. — W.B. in Texas

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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YZZVZ RL PDY OVZHY PDKP

AYBWL XYS PVFYPDYZ;

PZMPD

RL HVXXMSRHKPYW PV XYS

VSBQ TQ WYYWL VO PZMPD.

BYV PVBLPVQ

Previous Cryptoquote: SINCE LOVE GROWS WITHIN YOU,
SOBEAUTY GROWS. FORLOVEISTHE BEAUTY OF THE
SOUL. - Saint Augustine
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