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Find health insurance online through MNsure

BY SPENSER BICKETT
Staff Writer

2014 brings with it the
Winter Olympics in Sochi,
Russia, and the FIFA World
Cup in Brazil. For Amer-
icans, it also brings the
federal requirement that
all U.S. citizens and legal
residents have health insur-
ance coverage. Fortunately
for Minnesotans, MNsure
makes it easy to shop and
compare health insurance
plans.

MNsure is an online
health insurance market-
place, opening Oct. 1, where

Minnesotans can find com-
petitive rates and a variety
of coverage options for in-
dividual, family, or small
business plans. Coverage
will include prescription
drugs, maternity, preventa-
tive visits, and hospitaliza-
tion, among others.
MNsure had a booth at
the Minnesota State Fair,
where 19,000 people stopped
by with questions about
what insurance plan would
be the best for them, media
relations coordinator Jenni
Bowring-McDonough said.
“These were people who
sought us out to ask us

Three cities get
DEED certification

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and
Economic Development’s
Office of Business Develop-
ment has awarded shovel
ready certification to de-
velopments in Becker, Pine
City, and Stewartville.

Shovel ready certification
means a city or developer
has completed the planning,
zoning, environmental
studies, title work, public
infrastructure and other
pre-construction activities
on a particular site. The cer-
tification makes a site more
attractive to companies that
want to move quickly with
plans to start up, relocate,
or expand their operations,
say city and state officials.

“The Shovel Ready Pro-
gram streamlines much of
the work that businesses
need to get done before be-
ginning an expansion proj-
ect,” DEED Commissioner
Katie Clark Sieben said ina
newsrelease. “With much of
the advance work out of the
way, businesses canfocus on
their plans for growth and
job creation.”

The International Falls
Economic Development
Authority Commission is
now seeking shovel ready
certification for the multi-
modal district it owns east
of the city.

OBD launched the pro-
gram in 2009. Since then, 15
development sites in Min-
nesota have received shovel
ready certification.

DEED reports high job vacancies
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Job vacancies in Min-
nesota hita 12-year high in
second quarter 2013, which
is good news for Minneso-
tans looking for work.

According to the Min-
nesota Department of Em-
ployment and Economic
Development, employers
reported 72,570 openings in
the second quarter, up from
63,000 openings during the
same period a year ago.
There were 2.1 unemployed
people for each vacancy dur-
ing the quarter, compared
with 2.6 unemployed people
per vacancy a year ago.

“This increase in job
vacancy numbers offers
fresh evidence that the
economy isrecoveringrap-
idly from the recession,”
DEED Commissioner Ka-
tie Clark Sieben said in
a press release. “Minne-
sota employers are feel-
ing confident about the
economy and are looking
for people to fill their open
positions.”

The DEED analysis
found 42,320 of the open-
ings were in the seven-
county Twin Cities area,
with the remaining 30,250
openings in greater Min-
nesota.

questions,” Bowring-Mc-
Donough said. “We were
able to sit with them and
have them test drive the
website and they were able
to find the answers they
were looking for.”
According to the Minne-
sota Department of Health,
there are 490,000 Minneso-
tans without health insur-
ance who will be looking for
health insurance answers
before January 1. This rep-
resents 9.1 percent of the
population of Minnesota.
The plans on MNsure also
feature the lowest average
individual policy rates in

the country. Minnesota
Commerce Commission-
er Mike Rothman has ap-
proved the rates for 141
plans, deeming the premi-
ums charged as “reasonable
and necessary,” according
to a press release. Minne-
sota is one of 31 states that
can deny rates requested
by insurance companies
based upon whether or not
the rates are justified.
“Year after year, Minne-
sota has been recognized as
a national leader in health
reform, espescially Com-
merce’s rate review — our
consumer-focused process

succeed again in providing
a number of health insur-
ance options for all Minne-
sotans at rates that lead the
nation,” Rothman said in a
press release.

MNsure’s website
launched in January, and has
seen a steady traffic increase
every month, Bowring-Mc-
Donough said. The site has
had 290,000 unique visitors
since January, she said.

Along with competi-
tive rates, comprehensive
networks are available
throughout the state; 85
percent of Minnesota coun-
ties will have three or more

health insurance providers
to choose from. Also, pre-
existing conditions will not
prevent individuals from
being covered.

MNsure plans are catego-
rized as bronze, silver, gold,
or platinum based on how
much of the cost is paid by
the insured. There are also
high deductible catastroph-
ic plans available for young
adults under age 30.

Four factors will affect
premium rates: age, place in
the state where the person
lives, whether the person
uses tobacco, and how many
people the plan covers.

Insurance company adds agent to area
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A national insurance
agency has just appoint-
ed an insurance agent
to serve International
Falls and the surround-

ing area.

Rhonda Scholler of
American National In-
surance will work at
the office at 316 8th Ave.
Scholler will offer a range
of services, including
life insurance, annuities,

personal
line prop-
erty and
casualty,
credit,
and agri-
business-
related
offerings.
Scholler
received
a vote of
confidence from Mul-
tiple Line General Agent
Shawn Ellingson.

Rhonda
Scholler

“Rhonda recently com-
pleted a rigorous and
extensive training pro-
gram, and I am convinced
she is going to serve the
International Falls com-
munity in a thoroughly
professional and consci-
entious manner,” Schol-
ler said in a press release.

Scholler has been work-
ing in insurance off and
on since 2001, she said.
She quit for a while to get
a degree from American

cheerleader,”
“I’ve got an eighth grader
involved in sports.”

Intercontinental Univer-
sity, and has worked with
stock brokerage firms
and in the finance indus-
try for years, she said.

Livingin the area since

2001, Scholler said she
thinks she’s a good fit
for the area because “my
children are involved in
the community.”

“My daughter is a
she said.

Fair showcases community resources
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With the layoffs at Boise
Inc. taking effect Oct. 1, In-
ternational Falls residents
may be wondering what
resources are available to
people looking to better
themselves. A community
resource fair in early Octo-
ber will have services avail-
able for people looking at
employment, education, fi-
nances, housing, and more.

The Community Re-

source fair is 4-7 p.m. Oct. 8
at Rainy River Community
College, in the gym. The
event will feature booths
from regional agencies and
businesses suited to helping
people with their health, fi-
nance, food, education, and
housing needs.
Organizations like the
Falls Hunger Coalition,
the Small Business Devel-
opment Center, the Min-
nesota Workforce Center,
KOOTASCA Community

Action, as well as colleges
like RRCC and Mesabi Com-
munity College will be in
attendance.

A community resource
fair was held in June at Back-
us Community Center, which
Koochiching County Aging
Options Executive Director
Douglas Skrief said was well
attended. However, he said
the organization wanted to
put on a larger fair after the
layoffs went into effect, which
led to the organization of the

upcoming fair.

“A resource fair is a good
idea at any time,” RRCC
organizer LeAnne Hardy
said in a press release. “We
invite anyone who has ques-
tions about services to come
and explore what’s available
to them.”

Legal Aid Service of
Northeast Minnesota will
be onsite to do intakes and
provide counsel as needed
privately on location for
those looking for legal help.
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Cook, MN: From the Junction of Highway 53 and Highway 73, take Highway 73

South 11 miles to Sturgeon. Take a right on to County Road 22 heading to Side

Lake and go 4 miles to Range Line Road, take a left on County Road 356 and go
1 mile to No. 8974.

Puttee AUCTION

Men’s, Women’s & Kid’s

Camouflage

Carol Hautala Owner

Antiques / Collectables Shop /Tools

Cast Iron Pig Boiler w/ Tripod Many Hand Tools

White Enamel Top Hoosier Style Cupboard Iron Bars

Copper Boiler w/ Lid Hardware Organizers od VvV | -

Ice Cream Table w/ 2 Chairs

Round Saw Blade’s 26, 27 and 30 in.
Delavan No.14 Cream Separator
Many Cream Cans

Coffee Grinders

2 and 15 gal. Redwing Crocks

15 gal. Bail Handle Lid

Pocket Watches

Ladies Hat Collection

Bench Vise’s
Handyman Jack
Aluminum Extension Ladder

45 1928 Fordson 4«
» Tractor, Engine Rolls, <
Steel Rears w/ Soft

. . y
Vintage Farm Machiner Ground Paddles.

6 ft. and 5 ft. Brush Disc’s

Horse Drawn Breaking Plow

6ft. and 3ft. Harrows

10ft. Side Delivery Rake

Dump Rake

Letz Waterbury Feed Grinder

New Era No. 24 Fanning Mill w/ Screen’s

|

Household / Furniture

Glider Rocker

4 Ladder Back Colonial Chairs
Wooden China cabinet 6’ x 3’ w/ Crown
2 Enamel Top Kitchen Cupboards’

Full and Single Beds

Pots n Pans

Firearms / Ammo

Springfield Mod. 187 Semi — Auto .22 cal. . Koli?:ﬁ Iw::;er <
Winchester Mod. 94 Lever, 30 — 30 _ 400, 4x4, 647 miles
Remington MLE 1907 — 15 Bolt RAG A
Stevens Mod.58C:Bolt .410 (No Clip) | )
Baikal IJ — 18 20ga. Single Shot

Remington Mod. 12-A .22 cal. Pump RW

Miscellaneous Boxes Ammunition

Sporting Goods / Outdoors

Craftsman 20 hp. DLS 3500 42 in. cut, Lawn Tractor
Ornamental Steel Patio Set

Log Double Glider Swing w/ Gable Roof

Garrett TR Discriminator Metal Detector

Fishing and Camping Equipment

Snare’s and Traps

Aluminum Loading Ramps

8ft. x 4ft. Collapsible Utility Trailer

Galv. Steel Sheeting 5-10ft., 9-8ft., 3 Ridge Caps

Large Things Sell at 1:00 PM followed by Firearms

p—

—

. 1994 Dodge Ram 1500
“*  Pickup, V-8, 2 Wheel Drive,

»”  Long Box, 158,900 miles. ¥
y Y

Go to our web site or MidwestAuctions.com for more info. and pictures

BORDER COUNTRY AUCTIONS
Auctioneer: Dean Tveit « MN Lic.# 3613-02
3256 County Rd. 24, International Falls, MN 56649
218-283-5778 » www.bordercountryauction.com

made auction day take precedence over all advertising. All guarantees are between
buyer and seller. Settlement is same day as sale. Visa and Mastercard accepted.

AUCTIONS)

Terms: Cash, good check: US funds only. All sales final, all items sold as is. Statements

www.ifullsiournul.com
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