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MOOSE LODGE 1259

Guests Welcome

Doors open at noon
20 games including blackout jackpot

Lunch - pull tabs & other games

MOOSE LODGE
Main Street • Int’l Falls, MN

218-283-3615

EVERY SATURDAY
BINGO

Next Jackpot $425 and 56 #’s

MESOTHELIOMA

LUNG CANCER

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with
Mesothelioma, Lung Cancer or any other asbestos related
disease contact us for a confidential review of your rights.
There are strict time limits in which to bring these claims.
Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP has been representing Minnesota
asbestos victims for over 20 years. We are one of only two
Minnesota law firms that regularly litigate asbestos cases.

Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP Law Office

345 6th Avenue

Int’l Falls, MN 56649

(218) 283-4494

1-866-283-4494 Toll Free

NO
TRESPASSING

1602 Highway 71,

Int’l Falls

218-285-7411

Hours: M-F 8 am - 5 pm

It’s Shack Season

Get your “No Trespassing” signs
from North Star Publishing andhe Journal.

Made from high-quality, durable

stock and �nished with a no-fade ink.

Call Backus Community Center for Information 218-285-7225

“Backus is fully accessible to persons
with disabilities – Please call our
office for specific accommodations.”

Visit us – www.backusab.org or Facebook – Backus AB

BACKUS COMMUNITY CENTER
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Community Café – Free Meals

Tuesdays & Thursdays

5:30 – 6:00 pm

Holiday Shopping &

Craft Festival
November 30

Call Backus office to reserve space

November 7 ................Top the Tater Dinner – 5:00 – 6:30 pm
Sponsor – Green-Larsen Mortuary

November 7 ................Backus Concert Series – 7:00 pm
“Hard Travelin’ with Woody (Guthrie)
Randy Noojin – One-Man Show

November 21 ..............Top the Tater Dinner – 5:00 – 6:30 pm
Sponsor – Super One/The Hideaway

November 21 ..............Border Concert Association – 7:30 pm
“Vocaldente”

November 25 ..............Library Documentary Movie Night – 6:30 pm
“We Are Not Ghosts” (FREE)

November 28/29 .........Backus Office and Backus Kids Club Closed

November 30 ..............Holiday Shopping and Craft Festival – 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
Lunch Served – 11:00 am – 2:00 pm

December 6 ................Logging Camp Christmas
Koochiching Aging Options Fundraiser

December 7 ................Family Christmas Concert with Icebox 4
4:00 - 7:00 pm, Backus Auditorium

THE BIGGEST
BURGERS AROUND

283-2222

FREE

DELIVERY

PLAYPULL TABS

4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
with Patty O’PorterLIVE MUSIC ON SUNDAYS

BORDER BAR PIZZA PARLOR
283-2222 3rd Ave. & 5th St. • I. Falls

Mon-Thur 11:30am-10pm • Fri & Sat 11:30am 11pm • Sun 11:30am-9pm

Texas Holdem Wed, Fri & Sat Nights!

Chamber Dollars Gladly Accepted Here!

LITTLEFORK AND
THE FALLS REMEMBER

GENNADIY S. DUDIN

on what would have been his

80th Birthday
Nov 2, 1933 - Sept 19, 1997

1602 Hwy. 71 • 285-7411

Laminate...
Maps, posters and

shop drawings
up to 38" wide.

No seams.

Also, we can mount documents

onto 3/16" or 3/8" foam core.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

DINNER FEATURE

Dine Daily ~ 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
www.thunderbirdrainylake.com

Thunderbird Lodge
~ ON FABULOUS RAINY LAKE ~

10 miles east of Int'l Falls on Hwy. 11

218-286-3151

Join us every

Wednesday for BBQ Ribs.

Steak Marsala
12 oz. New York strip topped with a marsala
cream sauce with tarragon, mushrooms and

green onion. Served with your choice of
salad and side.

localnews

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

8th District Congressman 
Rick Nolan has joined other 
border representatives to 
cosponsor a bill that would 
allow partnerships between 
the public and private sec-
tors to construct new land 
port of entries.

The Cross-Border Trade 
Enhancement Act, H.R. 1108 
would direct the General 
Services Administration 
to establish procedures for 
evaluating proposals submit-
ted by people to enter into 
cost-sharing or reimburse-
ment agreements with the 
GSA or the construction or 

maintenance of infrastruc-
ture at land border port of 
entries, and to provide GSA 
an unconditional gift of prop-
erty for use in the construc-
tion or maintenance of such 
infrastructure.

Nolan said he added his 
name to the bill to allow bor-
der communities like Inter-
national Falls to enter into 
public-private partnerships 
with the federal government 
to help spur economic activ-
ity. “Among other things, 
this bill would help Interna-
tional Falls build a new land 
port of entry to encourage 
commerce with Canada,” he 
wrote in a newsletter.

The bill was introduced 
by U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar, 
D-Texas, in response to in-
creasing fiscal constraints 
in Washington. The bill has 
been pushed by border trade 
communities, which have 
explored ideas for alterna-
tive funding for ports of en-
try improvements to keep 
bridges open and expand 

development to ensure safer 
and more efficient travel and 
commerce.

A plan to reconstruct the 
International Falls port-
of-entry has been shelved 
because Congress has indi-
cated it will not fund such 
projects this year.

International Falls City 
Council and the Koochich-
ing County Board have sent 
letters to federal lawmakers 
representing Borderland 
urging their support of the 
bill.

City officials have said 
while federal funding for 
construction of a new land 
port of entry in International 
Falls is not likely in the near 
future, a change in the law 
to allow for public-private 
partnerships would help 
construction of the proposed 
new facility move forward 
more quickly.

The existing port of entry 
facility was constructed in 
1993. Since then, the former 
U.S. Customs Service and 
Immigration and Natural-
ization Service has been 
blended into the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 
The mission of managing the 
border has also changed.

GSA officials have said 

the existing facilities are 
undersized and obsolete, 
and consequently incapable 
of allowing the federal agen-
cies assigned to it to fulfill 
their respective missions. 
GSA is an independent 
agency of the United States 
government, established 
in 1949 to help manage and 
support the basic functions 
of federal agencies. A GSA 
report also said the existing 
land port of entry suffers 
from a variety of basic de-
ficiencies that inhibit the 
ability of the CBP and other 
agencies to provide safe 
and efficient processing 
of vehicle and pedestrian 
traffic, according to GSA 
documents.

In 2009, GSA issued a 
draft feasibility study ex-
amining the conditions of 
the existing port and the 
existing and future needs 
of the CBP and other in-
spection agencies. After 
consideration of comments 
received on a draft Environ-
mental Impact Study, the 
GSA identified Alternative 
10 as best to satisfy the pro-
posed action’s purpose and 
needs with the least impact 
on the human and natural 
environment.

Rick Nolan sponsors port bill
Bill would allow 
public-private 
partnerships to 
construct land 
port of entries

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

The Koochiching County 
Board Tuesday discussed 
citizen backlash to the po-
tential location of a waste-
to-energy conversion proj-
ect.

The Renewable Energy 
Clean Air Project would 
take solid waste and covert 
it via plasma gasification 
to a usable form of energy 
like electricity or biofuel. 
The site being opposed is on 
County Highway 155 south 
of Second Creek.

The county board ac-
cepted a petition from 
Ranier residents David 
Stavseth and Jeff Oveson 
containing the signatures 
of Ranier residents for con-
sideration in determining 
a site for the project. They 
canvassed Ranier proper, 
the French Addition sec-
tion, and parts of Alberta 
Park, Oveson said, and 
they were met with over-
whelming support.

“One hundred percent 
of the homes that we can-
vassed were not only will-
ing to sign, most of them 
were waiting for us and 
wanting us to get there so 
they could sign the peti-
tion,” Oveson said. “No one 
turned us away.”

The petitioners are not 
opposed to the project it-
self, Stavseth said, they 
just don’t want the facility 
located near Second Creek 
and the homes in that area.

“We’re just against the 
location, having a garbage 
waste facility that close to 
the residential area,” he 
said. “We’re not opposed to 

it, just relocate it.”
Commissioner Rob Eck-

lund is the project leader, 
and he addressed some of 
the concerns weighed by 
Oveson and Stavseth. The 
waste would be contained 
within the facility, he said, 
so all the odor would be con-
tained within the building. 
The site in question is also 
zoned for industrial use, he 
said, so there will probably 
be some type of industrial 
facility located there.

“It’s got the advantages 
of having rail, truck trans-
portation, and all the utili-
ties are virtually to the site 
right now; the gas line runs 
by it, water and sewer are 
there,” he said.

If the project were harm-
ful to the environment, 
Ecklund said he wouldn’t 
support it.

“I would not support 
something that I feel would 
be a detriment to our envi-
ronment,” he said. “All the 
vendors that are working 
on this project are top-
of-the-line waste energy 
vendors, they know how to 
work these projects.”

The technology used by 
the facility would also meet 
Class 1 air emissions stan-
dards required by national 
parks, Ecklund said, so the 
facility wouldn’t be an is-
sue for Voyaguers National 
Park.

With the effects of Boise 
Inc. laying off 265 employ-
ees at the International 
Falls mill still being felt by 
the community, Ecklund 
said this project would pro-
vide some relief.

“This is a potential for 
20-plus good-paying jobs, 

not counting the transpor-
tation jobs that would be 
associated with it” he said.

One of the potential proj-
ect sites is by the county’s 
transfer site on Highway 
11-71, and Commissioner 
Wade Pavleck said he re-
membered the issues the 
county went through when 
they were siting that proj-
ect. In the end, he said, 
they located that project in 
an acceptable location for 
everyone.

One option the county 
has overlooked before 
now, Pavleck said, is sit-
ting down with the city of 
Ranier and discussing the 
project location.

“Cities do have, from my 
recollection, some legal au-
thority to have input on any 
type of facility that’s going 
in close to their borders, 
even if it’s in another mu-
nicipality,” he said. “They 
need to brought into this 
project.”

An issue with wetlands 
has downgraded the trans-
fer site as a potential loca-
tion for the RECAP proj-
ect, Commissioner Brian 
McBride said. Locating the 
project within Boise Inc.’s 
facility was also turned 
down as an option, Pavleck 
said. Because of this, the 
Second Creek location is 
the most desirable potential 
location for this project, 
Ecklund said.

“This is the No. 1 poten-
tial location, and it’s po-
tential because of logistics, 
that’s why it’s looked at,” he 
said. “It’s on the truck route, 
it’s on a truck corridor.”

Pavleck vi site d a nd 
toured another plasma gas-

ification waste-to-energy 
site in Japan, and he said 
there weren’t any odor is-
sues there. It was located 
downtown in a small com-
munity, he said, and no 
one seemed to have an is-
sue with it. The Japanese 
facility was built in 2000, 
he said, so the facility here 
would have even newer 
technology behind it.

Koochiching Economic 
Development Authority Di-
rector Paul Nevanen at-
tended the meeting, and said 
there’s a more local example 
of a waste facility being lo-
cated in a highly populated 
area. The Hennepin Energy 
Recovery Center, in down-
town Minneapolis next to 
Target Field, incinerates 
1,200 tons of waste per day, 
Nevanen said. While the 
county doesn’t want a facil-
ity like that here, he said it 
shows how the impact of a 
facility like RECAP can be 
minimized.

Meanwhile, Ecklund en-
couraged area residents 
to attend a meeting at 
5:30 p.m. Dec. 12 at the Am-
ericInn where developers 
associated with the project 
will be available to answer 
questions and dispel ru-
mors, Ecklund said.

With a project like this, 
it’s important to attend the 
meetings and get the facts 
straight, Nevanen said.

“L et ’s  get  t he facts, 
please,” he said. “Let’s not 
be intellectually lazy and 
just throw things out there 
because that feeds into this. 
Let’s let the process work 
itself out. Ask the right 
questions, and get the right 
answers.”

County discusses RECAP project


