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BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

What’s raised in Border-
land stays in Borderland.

It may sound like a com-
mercial for activities in a 
warmer destination, but it 
could describe the results 
of The Power of the Purse, 
United Way’s largest fund-
raiser of the year.

The Power of the Purse 
will be held Nov. 7 at Lena-
rd’s in International Falls, 
with a 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. social 
hour followed by dinner, and 
games, raffles and other fun 
events, said Julie Ehrman, 
United Way board member 
and one of the organizers of 
the successful event. Tickets 
can be purchased for $45 at 
City Drug.

While the focus is on fun 
that night, Ehrman, Lee-
sa Palm and Traci Saari 
said a dozen programs and 
agencies in Borderland ben-
efit by the generosity of the 
women who attend and the 
people who donate items for 
auctions, raffles and prizes. 
Palm and Saari also serve as 
board members.

In its eighth year, The 
Power of the Purse began as 
organizers were looking for 
a different way to highlight 
the business in the com-
munity along with offering 
something very unique to 
women in a time when men 
traditionally leave for days 
to spend time at the hunting 
shack.

“Some people call it an 
extra holiday in Interna-
tional Falls because we’re 
so serious about hunting,” 
said Ehrman. “We thought 
this would give something 

“It’s really a good time for 
women to celebrate women 
and all we can do to make a 
dif erence in our community.”

Julie Ehrman

Power of the Purse organizer

BRIAN BRIGGS

I will work toward a more cohesive council that makes

thought-out, educated decisions and works well with other

councils, organizations and boards. I truly believe this will

give us the strength to move our community forward and

give taxpayers a say in how their tax dollars are spent and

accounted for.

Spurring economic growth in our community requires

enhancing our infrastructure such as roads, resurrecting

the Highway 53 Corridor project, and investing in the

existing businesses while taking an optimistic approach

to “growing our own” first.

When I am elected, I will encourage all citizens to be

involved through me. I am an East Ward candidate but

I plan to listen to everyone, represent them and lead by

example.

CONTACT BRIAN AT

218-340-9795
Servant Leader …. Dedicated ….

Experienced …. Sensitive to Taxpayer’s Dollars
Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf.

2970 Town Road 224, Int’l Falls MN

EAST WARD CITY COUNCILOR

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

City of Littlefork

Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and Televising

City of Littlefork

901 Main Street

Littlefork, MN 56653

Separate sealed Bids will be received by the City of Littlefork,
at the Littlefork City Hall until 3:00 p.m., November 20, 2014,
for the cleaning and televising of sanitary sewer collection lines
in the City of Littlefork, Minnesota. Bids will be opened at the
7:00 p.m. City Council Meeting on November 20, 2014. Base Bid
approximately 10,500 feet, Add Alternate No. 1 approximately
7,300 feet and Add Alternate No. 2 approximately 11,300 feet,
Project No. 14-060.

The Plans and Specifications may be examined at the following
locations: Littlefork City Hall, the Engineer’s Office, the Hibbing
Builders Exchange and the Duluth Builders Exchange.

Copies of the Plans and Specifications may be obtained at the
office of the Engineer, JPJ Engineering, 303 East 19th Street,
P.O. Box 656, Hibbing, Minnesota 55746, upon deposit of $20.00
for each set. No refund will be provided.

Alternatively, digital copies of the Bidding documents are
available at www.jpjeng.com under the “Construction Bidding
Information” link for $10.00 (non-refundable). These documents
may be downloaded by selecting this project and entering the
eBidDocTM Number 3579043 on the “Search Projects” page.
For assistance and free membership registration, contact
QuestCDN at (952) 233-1632 or info@questcdn.com

The City of Littlefork reserves the right to reject any or all bids,
to waive irregularities and informalities, and to award the contract
in the best interest of the OWNER.

10/29/2014 Sonja Pelland, Administrator
City of Littlefork

ELECTBRIAN

JESPERSEN
KOOCHICHING COUNTY SHERIFF
Paid for by the committee to keep Brian Jespersen Sheriff

Teresa Waller Treasurer

ELECT

• Falls Senior High School
Graduate-1984

• Vermilion Community College
Graduate- 1986 (A.A. Natural
Resources Law Enforcement)

• Hibbing Community College
Graduate- 1986 (Law Enforcement
Skills Program)

• Hired Koochiching County Boat/
Water Patrol- Summer 1986/1987

• Hired Full-Time International Falls Police Dept.- 1991

• D.A.R.E. Oficer, K-9 Oficer with International Falls Police Dept.

• Past President LELS #105 Local Union

• Hired Chief Deputy with Koochiching County Sheriff’s
Ofice- 2007 (Successfully Investigated minor crimes to Murder)

• Appointed Sheriff Koochiching County- 2012

• Emergency Manager Koochiching County (Incident
Commander of June 2014 �ood operations)

• Graduate of the National Sherrif’s Institute- 2013

• Past President International Falls Little League

• Youth Hockey Coach- International Falls

• Recreation Football Coach- International Falls

• International Falls Little League Baseball and Softball Coach

• CEO’S in the classroom presenter- 8th grade classes

• Past Board Member of Friends Against Abuse and Sunrise Center

• 27 years Law Enforcement Experience

ENDORSED BY
KOOCHICHING

COUNTY
LABOR

ASSEMBLY

VOTE
NOV. 4th!

VOTE
NOV. 4th!

Timberpins

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 3PM-CLOSE!!
Phone 218-373-2695

12 Shorewood Drive

Is hosting Football Sunday!
Come watch the

Give back to your community with a football
fundraiser for the High School bowling team!

For every meal you buy,
$1.00 is donated to the FHS Bowling team!

HAPPY HOUR ALL
THROUGH THE GAME!

$5.00
Food

Special!

Open at

11am!

“Top the Tater”
Tuesday, November 4

5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
$6.00 per person

Includes Baked Potato and Toppings,
Salad, Dessert and Beverage

Dinner Ticket Value Packs Available at the Door

For those Busy Nights Dinners Available “TO GO”

Backus is fully accessible to

persons with disabilities –

please call our office for

specific accommodations.

Sponsored by:

Dinner precedes Border
Concert Association

“Tony DeSare -
My Generation”

Concert at 7:00 p.m.
In Backus Auditorium

Beloved Uncle,
Friend and Neighbor

Gennadiy S. Dudin

Littlefork, Cingmars and
the Falls remember

November 2,1933-
September 19, 1997

localnews

Fun, fabulous and feminine
The Power of 
the Purse gives 
back to the 
community

to women and highlight the 
power and the strength they 
have in the community they 
live.”

From infancy to the end 
of life, Borderland residents 
are assisted by the programs 
that receive the proceeds of 
the gathering, said Ehrman.

Last year, around $17,000 
was raised. Ehrman said 
raising that amount or more 
by the 150 or so women that 
attend would be great.

“People don’t realize when 
they go to the event, what a 
broad range of impact United 
Way has on our community,” 
she said. “It’s not a silent 
agency, but discreetly and 
quietly is filling the needs 
of so many people within our 
community.”

While the event supports 
a wide range of agencies, 
it is focused on the needs 
of children, said Ehrman. 
Among those programs 
are the Buddy Backpack 
program, which provides a 
backpack of food to support 
children’s nutrition needs 
over weekends away from 
school lunches; Imagination 
Library, which provides ev-
ery child in the county that 
signs up an age appropriate 
book every month from birth 
to age 5; and Smiles Across 
Minnesota, which provides 
dental care in schools to chil-
dren who may have no other 
way to cure tooth aches and 
apply protective sealants.

Palm invited anyone in-
terested to attend the United 
Way allocation meeting, 
when the donations are de-
termined.

Many of the programs 
assist people regardless 
of income. She pointed to 
programs that provide veg-
etables and fruits to elderly 
and to assisting 4-Hers with 

the cost of participating in a 
robotics program.

“As a woman in this com-
munity, I am so incredibly 
proud and honored to be a 
part of an organization that 
touches so many lives at so 
many different economic lev-
els along with age groups,” 
said Ehrman.

A recent and fairly vis-
ible donation was $5,000 to 
the Red Cross to help with 
sandbagging and associated 
efforts during last summer’s 
flood.

And while the event is 
geared to attract women, 
many men in the community 
are generously donating to 
the event, said Ehrman. 
She pointed to a few among 
many: Mike Rom, who made 
a sofa table; Steve Shermoen, 
who donated a week stay at 
a time-share; Gary Curran, 
who created an Adirondack 
chair; and Jeff Maish, who 
she said donates a guided 
fishing trip which involves 
pampering and catching 
walleye.

“There are a lot of good-
hearted gentlemen in our 
community, that put some-
thing together for us,” said 
Ehrman.

This year, new activities 
will be offered, including 
“bra pong,” the brainchild 
of Palm, involving tossing a 
ping-pong ball into the cup 
of one of many bras fastened 
to a board.

Other activities will in-
volve “blingo,” a photo booth 
with props, “winepull,” and 
others. A Facebook page 
will be updated as events 
and prizes are decided.

“It’s really a good time for 
women to celebrate women 
and all we can do to make 
a difference in our commu-
nity,” said Ehrman.

BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

There’s not a lot Rick No-
lan would change if elected 
to another term to represent 
the 8th District in the U.S. 
House.

Nolan discussed the cam-
paign Thursday morning on 
a swing through Borderland 
on what he’s calling the 
“Middle Class Express.”

“I think I’ve done every-
thing we’ve set out to do,” he 
said of this past term. “With 
more time and experience 
you’re able to do better. And 
we did good.”

Nolan quickly rattles off 
his accomplishments in 
Congress.

He cites bringing more 
than $330 million to the 
district for roads, bridges, 
airports, housing, and pol-
lution cleanup — funds he 
said might otherwise not 
have come here. He said the 
money created a lot of jobs 
and laid the foundation to 
create even more jobs.

He notes he was ranked 
by the Sunlight Foundation 
among the top 10 percent for 
effectiveness as a legislator.

He authored two of the 56 
bills approved in the first 
half of Congress.

He added “a lot of good 
amendments important to 
the district.”

He was able to persuade 
agencies to get rules and 
regulations implemented 
in a way beneficial to the 
district.

“My staff has done a very 
good job, I’ve done a good 
job as a legislator, both on 
a legislative policy level 
and administrator of policy 
level,” he said. “I think we 
just keep pushing the way 
we’ve been going.”

He said his only wish for 
change is for Congress to be 
more productive as a whole. 
The things he’s been able to 

accomplish have been bipar-
tisan, he said.

“Money and negative 
campaigning has trumped 
governing and getting 
things done — that’s the 
biggest change that needs to 
be made,” he said.

Keeping members of Con-
gress at their elected jobs 
instead of raising campaign 
money has been a feature 
of Nolan’s campaign and 
service since he was elected 
in 2013. He said money is 
dominating politics and the 
candidate with the most 
money isn’t necessarily the 
best candidate, but often gets 
the most votes.

“I introduced the Restore 
Democracy Act at the end 
because I wanted to have a 
chance to have the experi-
ence of a full term to see 
what’s working and what’s 
not working,” he said.

The act would change the 
way the nation does politics 
by eliminating corporate, 
outside money from coming 
into the political arena, he 
said. It eliminates fund-
raising while Congress is 
in session and stipulates a 
requirement for “regular 
order,” which requires the 
committee process to al-
low any member to offer an 
amendment.

“That’s how bipartisan-
ship occurs,” he said. “So 
much now doesn’t come 
through the committee 
process, it comes up under 
closed rules so there literally 
doesn’t exist an opportunity 
for bipartisanship.”

Nolan has frustrated his 
own party officials by not 
“spending one minute in a 
call center (seeking contri-
butions)- that’s how I was 
able to get things done,” he 
said.

Talking to people on the 
campaign trail has brought 
no surprises, he said. Peo-
ple are anxious about “the 

crush on the middle class” 
and they’re angered by a 
tax system that allows mil-
lionaires and billionaires to 
pay half the tax rate as other 
people, he said.

Too many people must 
work two and three mini-
mum wage jobs without job 
security to make a living, 
leaving little time to spend 
with their family, he said. 
Worries about pensions, job 
prospects, the future of So-
cial Security and Medicare 
weigh heavily on people, 
he said.

He does not favor priva-
tization of Social Security, 
which would see investments 
on Wall Street, he said.

“The fees the manage-
ment of Social Security 
would bring Wall Street is 
hundreds of billions of dol-
lars,” Nolan said. “And Wall 
Street is a crap shoot. Social 
Security has never missed a 
payment, has a surplus and 
is an earned benefit, as is 
Medicare.”

Nolan said he could have 
done a better job at telling 
people that he is a business-
man, spending 32 years in a 
business he has built him-
self: a sawmill and pallet 
factory business now owned 
by his children, with an 
operating mill in Emily and 
Remer.

He said he has struggled 
along the way like many 
Minnesotans.

“I have been defeated for 
election, I have had business 
bankruptcy 30 years ago, I 
know what it’s like to lose 
everything and struggle to 
get it back and do it on your 
own,” he said.

Listing the joys of hunt-
ing, gardening, and canning 
as his recreation, he said he 
is a true resident of the 8th 
District of Minnesota.

“I am made of this district 
and everything it entails,” 
he said.

ELECTION 2014

Nolan makes campaign stop in Borderland


