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Man refuses to take the hint
and buy his wife a diamond

DEAR ABBY: I have
been married for 40 years.
Like all married couples,
we have had our ups and
downs, but we have a good
marriage. We have two
children and five grand-
children.

I wouldn’t change any-
thing, except I never had
an engagement ring. My
husband has bought jewelry
for me over the years, but
never what I really want-a
diamond ring.

I have hinted to him over
the last few years, left jew-
elry store catalogs and en-
listed my sister-in-law to
TELL him. He can afford
it. But he just won’t buy one
for me.

He has been financially
helpful to our children and
is generous to charity. But
when it comes to this, it’s
becoming clear that he
thinks I am just not worth
it. I feel unloved and deeply
hurt. It seems my needs
always come last, and this
is just one more. Any com-
ments? — DISENGAGED
IN FLORIDA

DEAR DISENGAGED:
Yes. Diamonds are miner-
als that have been mar-
keted to the public to seem
like something more. Do
not let this negatively af-
fect your relationship with
your husband. Ifa diamond
ring is what you want, then
consider buying one for
yourself. You wouldn’t be
the first woman to do it, and
you won’t be the last.

DEAR ABBY: My girl-

DEAR ABBY

friend of 18 months, whom
I love with all my heart,
justlearned an ex-boyfriend
passed away. They dated
on and off for 10 years, and
she’s inconsolable.

After their relationship
ended, she married some-
one else and divorced. I am
having a really hard time
with how she’s handling
this. Can you please help?
— CURRENT MR. RIGHT
IN RHODE ISLAND

DEAR CURRENT MR.
RIGHT: Your girlfriend
may not be mourning the
death of her former flame
as much as she’s grieving
a burial of 10 years of her
history. Give her time and
let her share her feelings
with you. If you do, it will
bring you closer. Do NOT
allow jealousy to enter into
the picture. (Remember, the
man is dead, and YOU are
her future.)

If her deep grief persists,
suggest she get grief coun-
seling. That would be the
most loving and supportive
thing you could do.

DEAR ABBY: I have

a problem dealing with
shopping mall kiosk op-
erators. Many of them are
outright obnoxious. They
block your way and insist
that you listen to their
pitch or try their product.
I find I have to avoid eye
contact with them. They
might say something nice
asIwalk by, but ifTanswer,
itisa guaranteed lead-in to
a sales pitch.

I feel bad for not reply-
ing, but it’s the only way.
I know they are trying to
make a living, but I can see
their product as I walk by.
If it’s something I’'m inter-
ested in, I'll stop and ask.
Otherwise, I think they
should respect my privacy.
Am I wrong for feeling this
way? — BOTHERED IN
TEMPE, ARIZ.

DEAR BOTHERED:
Not at all. If a stranger
speaks to you, no rule of
etiquette compels you to
reply. When one of these
salespeople starts to pitch
you, all you need to say is,
“Not interested!” and keep
walking. However, if some-
one attempts to physically
restrain you, it should be
reported to the mall man-
agement because that is
going too far.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

through 9.
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HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Romance is on your mind,
Aries. That’s because you
met a wonderful person
and are interested in see-
ing where this relationship
may go.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

You feel artistically in-
spired this week, Taurus.
Use this inspiration to pur-
sue an array of projects,
whether you want to dabble
in photography or make
home improvements.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Seeing a happy couple to-
gether inspires thoughts of
aromantic nature, Gemini.
Consider taking a budding
relationship to a new level.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, you aspire to
learn a new skill or take
on a new project this week.
Forge ahead with this idea,
which allows you to meet
new people and learn some
interesting things.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Love, romance and mar-
riage are on your mind,
Leo. Work on strengthening
an existing relationship or
heighten your efforts to find
a special someone.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, you may have an
unexpected visitor to con-
tend with this week. This
could mean a complete over-
haul of your schedule and
living space. It’s time to get
to work.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23

Your mindset is intense
this week, Libra. Others
will find it very difficult
to change your opinion on
certain things, but that does
not mean you should not
listen to their ideas.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, be prepared for
a busy week that gives your
bank account a boost. Ex-
pect to begin a new work
assignment that requires a
lot of creative energy.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, you're inter-
ested in promoting personal
health this week. Your re-
search may extend into holis-
tic treatments as well as more
traditional alternatives.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Vist some bookstores this
week, Capricorn. This will
indulge your need to ab-
sorb information this week.
Don’t overlook the value of
the library on your quest.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, an encounter
with someone new piques
your intellectual curiosity.
Take some time to gather
some information, and give
yourself time to digest this
information.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Thoughts of a career
change are more prominent
this week, Pisces. It may be
a good time to finally act on
those ideas.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
MARCH 16
Lauren Graham, Actress (47)

MARCH 17
Rob Lowe, Actor (50)

MARCH 18
Adam Levine, Singer (35)

MARCH 19
Glenn Close, Actress (67)

MARCH 20
Spike Lee, Director (57)

MARCH 21
Gary Oldman, Actor (56)

MARCH 22
James Patterson, Author (67)

Saturday’s paper.
Or you can go to
www.sudoku.com to
find the solution.

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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BQ AB
AJPBG

AJIXL

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

3-17

CRYPTOQUOTE

G BCL JZCXIJICPIGI
TP YQCNIJIX BCL
WTP IG DQQP.

HGL QKB

HGTWOQNP

Previous Cryptoquote: ALWAYS MISTRUST A SUBORDI-
NATE WHO NEVER FINDS FAULT WITH HIS SUPERIOR.
—John Churton Collins



