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as DEED commissioner,
was the first official to visit
the Falls after the Insulite
closure.

“He reached out his hand
and his help,” said Anderson.
“We appreciated his effort
thattimeand I knowhehasa
lot of compassion for the citi-
zens and this community.”

Clark Sieben told the
group that she would pro-
vide additional resources for
programs that may be a good
fit for the community.

“I am so impressed by the
teams pulling together to
focus on the current situa-
tion and the future,” she said.
“Congratulations for get-
ting this far, though there is
plenty left to do. We are here
to be helpful and supportive.”

Meanwhile, presentations
by local and regional of-
ficials brought Dayton up
to date on the community’s
response.

Lori Lyman, Boise public
affairs manager, thanked
local and state DEED staff
for their efforts and said the
mill is operating “business
as usual” now.

Koochiching County Com-
missioner Wade Pavleck
discussed local bonding
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employees and city officials.

“We had a good conver-
sation and I look forward
to meeting him,” said An-
derson.

Meanwhile, creating the
right climate for the mill
and the corporation to suc-
ceed is increasingly impor-
tant, said Anderson.

“We need to do that by
providing excellent services
at the lowest cost,” he said.

That can be done, he said,

DEED Commissioner
Katie Clark Sieben

requests to the state, all of
which he said would repre-
sent economic development
by creating construction and
other jobs associated with
the projects.

Randy Lasky, of The
Northspan Group, is facili-
tating the response teams
and described their activi-
ties.

Pat Henderson of the Ar-
rowhead Regional Develop-
ment Commission, told the
group that an application
for a $550,000 federal in-

by keeping taxes from in-
creasing and keeping water
and sewer rates from rising.

At the same time, he said
the community’s ameni-
ties and services must be
maintained. He pointed to
keeping city services, such
as well-maintained streets
with snow removal con-
ducted within a reasonable
time and removing “snow
and anything else that gets
in their way of buying wood
and getting product to their
clients.”

In addition, he said it’s
important to maintain and

FOR SALE
1995 Ford F150 4x4

Runs, sold “as is”, make written
bid to North Koochiching Area
Sanitary District Administration

Office(NKASD). Truck can be seen

at NKASD office located at
1412 Hwy 71, International Falls, MN.

Bids will be accepted until
12 noon October 21, 2013. The
winning bid will be opened and
winner will be contacted, again
the truck will be sold “as is”. The
vehicle can be started but cannot
be driven for insurance reasons.

Charles Casanova Ins Agency Inc
Charles B Casanova, President
420 3rd Street
International Falls, MN 56649
Bus: 218-283-2545

0901133.1

o StateFarm-

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

Car and home combo.

Combine your homeowners
and car policies and save
big-time.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
CALL ME TODAY.

vestment grant is now held
up because of the federal
government shutdown. The
grant, which requires money
from International Falls and
Koochiching County as a
match, is intended to fund
the programs and projects
moved forward by the re-
sponse teams.

Rainy River Community
College Interim Dean of Stu-
dents Elena Favela described
the role of the college in
response. She noted that the
RRCC Foundation immedi-
ately offered scholarships to
some dislocated workers and
their families.

In addition, she said it has
become a partner with Ad-
vance Minnesota to identify
and offer advanced trainings
“to get people back into the
work force as soon as pos-
sible.”

Favela said the college is
working with businesses to
figure out how to provide the
trained workers they need.

Meanwhile, several people
discussed specific concerns,
includingtherail crossing at
Ranier and the loss of jobs at
a Northome nursing facility.
Some thanked Dayton for his
action during the legislative
session for aid that supports
the local economy and other
offered ideas for job reten-
tion and growth.

improve amenities such
as the Falls International
Airport.

“This won’t be an easy
challenge, with the poten-
tial loss of taxes and popu-
lation (as a result of the
downsizing of the work
force at the mill),” he said.
“We need to work as a city
council to keep costs in line
and services at a high level.

“And we need to ask for
help where ever we can,” he
said, adding that is already
occurring with the applica-
tion for a federal assistance
grant of $550,000.

NORTHOME
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building, and reopen it
as a nursing home facil-
ity, Nevanen said. While
the preliminary status of
the talks keeps him from
revealing who exactly the
city is talking with, he
said they’re strong candi-
dates with excellent back-
grounds in health care.

“They have a pres-
ence in the region, they
have different facilities
throughout the region,
and provide various lev-
els of assisted living and
care,” he said. “We just
have to see if the econom-
ics work.”

The impact of losing
a health-care facility
for older residents and a
large provider of jobs for a
small community has been
large, Nevanen said. When
the facility was operating
at capacity, he said, it pro-
vided 40 full-time and 20
part-time jobs.

“It takes time to fully
realize some of those ef-
fects,” he said. “Certainly
some people had to leave or
find jobs elsewhere. A lot
of these folks have gone on
to other facilities and are
commuting.”

The hard work and pas-
sion of the workers at the
facility were evident when
Nevanen toured the facil-
ity last spring with one
of the former employees,
he said.

“She was very passion-
ate about the building and
the people she served,” he
said. “It was very obvious
that it wasn’t just a build-
ing, it wasn’t just a job, it
was very important to her
and the community.”

Koochiching County
Commissioner Wayne
Skoe represents the Nor-
thome area, and he said
the closed nursing facility
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comes up of-
ten when he
talks with
his constit-
uents.

“There . y
isn’t three | el
days go by
someone
doesn’t ask
me, ‘have
you found
anything you can do with
it? Is there some way you
can get those jobs back?’”
he said. “It’s a small town,
and you take approximate-
ly 40 jobs out of the area,
it’s quite an impact.”

The loss of jobs has af-
fected other local busi-
nesses like the grocery
store, Skoe said. People
who had to get jobs out
of town will pick up their
groceries there, instead of
shopping at the local store.

“The facility had a
standing account with
the grocery store, for food,
and with the hardware
store for maintenance,” he
said. “It’s a compounding
effect.”

Older residents looking
for nursing facility care
have had to go elsewhere
because of the facility’s
closure, Nevanen said.

“Some of them went
to Bagley, some went to
Littlefork, International
Falls, Bemidji,” he said.
“They had to find alterna-
tive locations.”

Skoe said one man con-
tacted him, and said be-
cause of the nursing facil-
ity’s closure, the closest
facility he could find for
his mother was in Walker.

Trying to get the nurs-
ing facility occupied again
has given Skoe a chance
to work with Kooching
County Health Director
Susan Congrave, and he
said he’s been impressed
with the effort she’s put in
to find a solution.

Opening a nursing facil-

Paul
Nevanen

ity in Minnesota can be
tricky, as there’s a mora-
torium on adding more
nursing home beds in the
state, Congrave said. If a
facility wants to add more
beds, they have to find ex-
isting beds from a facility
that’s not using them or
closing. When Tealwood
closed the Northome Care
Facility, they sold 24 beds
to Episcopal Homes in
Ramsey County, she said.

“The state, I think, de-
cided quite a while ago
that there were enough
nursing home beds, and
they’d rather see people
living in other alternative,
less expensive arrange-
ments, like assisted liv-
ing,” she said.

The difference between
assisted living and nurs-
ing homes is the level
of need required by the
residents, Congrave said.
Nursing home residents
need 24/7 care, she said,
while assisted living resi-
dents have varied levels
of need.

With a growing aging
population and longer av-
erage lifespans, Congrave
said she thinks there’s go-
ing to be a nursing home
shortage.

“We’re going, in my
mind, to need to have
nursing home beds and
assisted living-type ar-
rangements,” she said.
“The southern part of
the county is very low on
that.”

With a lack of avail-
able nursing home beds
in south Koochiching
County, reopening the
Northome care facility
would make the transi-
tion into a nursing home
easier for area residents,
Congrave said.

“It’s traumatic for them,”
she said. “They were being
displaced, and they were
also from the Northome
area. That was their home.”

CHIROPRACTIC UP NORTH
Patient Notice

[ will be closing the office October 25, 2013 as my body is
telling me it is time. If you would like to come in and discuss
your care options, I will point you in the right direction.

Marie Milan’s clients can schedule appointments by
calling Local Relief Massage Therapy
office 763-229-5033, home 218-757-3205 or cell 218-355-0163.

You can also schedule an appointment online at

CHIROPRACTIC UP NORTH

DR. GORDON ROUTIER, MARIE MILAN. C.M.T.
2205 2nd Ave. West
Int’]l Falls, MN - 218-283-9000
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Breakfast Specials
Mon.-Sat. $6.29 ¢

Big Moose Skillet with hashbrowns

Breakfast Sandwich with hashbrowns
French Toast w/eggs & sausage or bacon
Blueberry Pancakes w/eggs & sausage

Biscuits & Gravy w/eggs & hashbrowns
Cinnamon Swirl French Toast with

Blueberry Cream Cheese Crepes with

Sunday $7.29

eggs & ham
Dinner Specials
The Littlefork-Big Falls September 2013 Half Chicken Dinner $10.99
Students of the Month Full Rack of BBQ Ribs $17.99
Pan Fried Walleye $14.99
Mozzarella Girasole
w/Marinara Sauce $10.99
Fishermen’s Catch $16.99
Rib Eye Steak $17.99
Chicken Kiev $11.99

Canadian
Money at par!
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BORDER Online Banking: borderstatebank.com
State Bank Mobile Banking: bsbmobile.com

24HR Voice Banking
COMMUNITY BANKING AT ITS BEST! 1-866-BSB-24HR
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