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NEWS

Nurses
picket
for
rights

BY EMILY GEDDE
Staff Writer

A steady stream of honk-
ing horns from vehicles
passing in front of the Rainy
Lake Medical Center hospi-
tal campus could be heard
Tuesday in support of an
informational picket.

Nurses and supporters
lined Highway 71 holding
signs requesting the rights
to protect patient safety
and disagreeing with man-
agement rights during a
two-hour picket over an
unsettled contract.

According to Diane
Olek, who has been a reg-
istered nurse for 47 years,
a 27-member bargaining
unit, of which she is a mem-
ber, has been negotiating a
contract that expired Oct.
31 with management since

Tuesday’s picket.

September.

“The only stickler we’re
having right now is they
want to implement a man-
agement rights clause into
our contract,” she said. “We
have real concerns about
that because (management)
wants to limit what we can
talk to them about.”

The clause, nurses fear,
could lead to administration
perceiving it has the power
tomake decisions impacting
nursing practice and patient
safety.

In a world where health
care is rapidly changing,
Olek said there is no way
to see into the future what
issues may arise on which
nurses would want to ap-

RLMC staff and supporters hold signs during

proach management per-
sonnel.

“We want to provide safe
patient care,” she said.
“When you close communi-
cation off between two pro-
fessionals, that does not help
our stance for patients.”

RLMC CEO Dan Ode-
gaard did not comment
about the picket, however, a
statement provided to The
Journal from Kelly Miller-
bernd, RLMC marketing
and foundation coordinator,
said RLMC was informed
by the Minnesota Nurses
Association the major is-
sue is one of the employer’s
proposals that outlines the
rights of the parties.

“It explains that the union
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Rainy Lake Medical Center registered nurse
Margie Eklund participates in Tuesday’s
informational picket in front of the RLMC hospital

campus.

has the rights as outlined
in the collective bargain-
ing agreement and that the
management’s rights are
restricted by the language

in the collective bargaining
agreement,” the statement
said. “RLMC already has a
management’s rights section
with two locals of American

Federation of State, County,
and Municipal Employees,
which covers all other union-
ized RLMC employees other
than registered nurses.”

Olek said during negotia-
tions, management has as-
sured the bargaining unit
they will talk to staff about
“anything they legally have
to.”

“But, if it’s not something
they legally have to talk to
us about, they don’t have
to talk to us about it,” she
said. “That really concerns
a lot of our nurses because
we really want to make sure
we’re delivering safe patient
care...The younger nurses
especially foresee this as a
problem down the road.”

Millerbernd’s statement
said over the course of nego-
tiations, both parties have
been able to reach tentative
agreements on many propos-
als and hope an “acceptable”
contract can be reached in
the future.

“RLMC continues to be
committed to providing the
best possible quality care to
our patients,” it said.

Olek stressed Tuesday’s
movement was not a strike,
but rather a way for the
community to understand
nurses “are here for them.”

“I love my job and I love
what I do,” she said. “I want
nothing but success for this
hospital, but to achieve that,
we need to keep the lines of
communication going with
our management.”

Fort Frances pulp and paper mill closes permanently

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Resolute Forest Products
Tuesday announced the
permanent closure of its
previously idled pulp and
paper mill in Fort Frances.

The company announced
an extended period of mar-
ket-related outage on its

remaining paper machine
in January. The kraft pulp
mill and another paper ma-
chine have been idled since
November 2012.

“We tried hard to find a
way to reposition these as-
sets, particularly the pulp
mill,” Richard Garneau,
president and chief execu-
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tive officer, said in arelease.
“But unfortunately, due to
end product markets, the
mill’s operational configu-
ration and its cost position,
we’ve concluded that there
was no economically vi-
able option for the pulp and
paper operations at Fort
Frances.”

The company will pro-
vide appropriate notice to
staff who were retained to
manage the idled facility.
It will also work with af-
fected employees, all levels
of government and other
local authorities on pro-
grams to lessen the impact
of this permanent closure.
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If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with
Mesothelioma, Lung Cancer or any other asbestos related
disease contact us for a confidential review of your rights.
There are strict time limits in which to bring these claims.
Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP has been representing Minnesota
asbestos victims for over 20 years. We are one of only two
Minnesota law firms that regularly litigate asbestos cases.

Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP Law Office

345 6" Avenue

Int’l Falls, MN 56649

Affected employees will be
considered for job vacancies
and opportunities at other
company facilities.
Resolute is currently ex-
ploring opportunities to
continue to operate the bio-
mass boiler and electricity-
producing steam turbine.
The company is also pro-

gressing on three impor-
tant investment initiatives
underway in Northwestern
Ontario: the construction of
anew sawmill in Atikokan;
the upgrade and restart of
the idled Ignace sawmill;
and the construction of
a wood pellet plant at the
Thunder Bay sawmill.
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citizens.

CITY OF INTERNATIONAL FALLS
STATE OF MINNESOTA
MAYORAL PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS: the annual distribution of Buddy Poppies by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States has been officially recognized
and endorsed by governmental leaders since 1922, and

WHEREAS: VFW Buddy Poppies are assembled by disabled
veterans, and the proceeds of this worthy fund-raising campaign are used
exclusively for the benefit of disabled and needy veterans, and the widows
and orphans of deceased veterans, and

WHEREAS: the basic purpose of the annual distribution of Buddy
Poppies by the Veterans of Foreign Wars is eloquently reflected in the
desire to “Honor the Dead by Helping the Living”, therefore

I, Robert W. Anderson, Mayor of the City of International Falls do hereby
urge the citizens of this community to recognize the merits of this cause by
contributing generously to its support through your donations for Buddy
Poppies on Friday, May 9, 2014, the day set aside for the distribution of
these symbols of appreciation for the sacrifices of our Honored dead.

I urge all patriotic citizens to wear a Buddy Poppy as mute evidence of our
gratitude to the men and women of this country who have risked their
lives in defense of the freedoms that we continue to enjoy as American

Signed this 5th day of May 2014.

CITY OF INTERNATIONAL FALLS

Robert W. Anderson, Mayor

Puttec AUCTION

Saturday May 10, 2014

International Falls, MN and Rainy Lake Area

Directions: From International Falls take Highway 11 East toward
Rainy Lake 5 miles to County Road 109 also known as the KOA Road.
Take a right and go one block to blue no. 2102.
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Furniture
Blue Tone and Brown Sectional Couches
La-Z-Boy Rocker Recliners

Waurlitzer Upright Piano

Full and Queen Beds and Bedroom Set
Oak computer and other Desks
Dressers and Dressers w/ Mirrors

Oak Jewelry Armoire

2 Section Oak Barrister Style Bookcase
Oak China Cabinet 54 in. x 18 in. x 80 in.

Shop /Tools
Small Hand Tools and Power Hand Tools

Bench Grinders and Vises
Craftsman 5 hp. 30 Gal. Air Comp.

Woodworking Tools
Combination Disc and Belt Sanders

Ryobi 12 in. Surface Planer
Craftsman Miter Saw

Sporting Goods / Outdoors / 4 Wheeler
1994 Polaris 300 4x4

Fishing Equipment

1985 Yamaha 15 hp. Outboard Motor
Stainless Steel BBQ .

Rough Sawn and Planed;1x:Lumber
Other Dimensional Lumber

Cyclo Action 8 hp. Chipper Shredder
Ace 5hp. Front Tyne Tiller

Craftsman Minni Tiller

Guy and Betty Leolich I

Craftsman 2 Drawer Work Bench and Tool Cabinet -

Craftsman Pedestal and Bench Drill Press’s

Craftsman 10 in. Table Saw, 9 and 10 in. Band Saws
Craftsman Bench Top Shaper Router and other Routers

Central Machinery 12 in. 5 Speed Wood Lathe w/ Chisels

1978 Baretta Moped Motorcycle 1,168 miles

Go to our web site or MidwestAuctions.com for more info. and pictures

Antiques / Collectables
Pressed Steel Toys

6 gal. Red Wing Crock
Hamm'’s Beer Aluminum Cooler and Insulated Mugs
2 Sea Otter Skins

Black Bear Rug w/ Head and Paws

Wildlife Art Work

12 pcs. New Red Wing Pottery

Collectable Glass

Oak Pedestal Kitchen Table
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- Bronze Sculpture:
“Broncho Buster”

Household

Small Kitchen Appliances
Kitchen Tables w/ Chairs
Kenmore White Upright Freezer
42 in. LG Flat Screen TV

Lawn Tractors / Push Mowers / Snow Blowers
1998 John Deere LX 277, 48 in. Deck, Rear Bagger
Craftsman LT 2000 42 in. Deck, Rear Bagger

Craftsman Self Propelled Gold and John Deere 21 in. Power Drive
Push Mowers

John Deere TRS 24 Electric Start Snow Blower

Ariens Deluxe 28 Electric Start Snow Blower Toro 1800 Electric
Snow Blower

Craftsman and John Deere 90 Lawn Carts
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Boats

1989 18 ft. Ranger 364 V Fiberglass Bass Boat w/ 150 hp. Mercury
XR4 w/ many extras and Ranger Trail Trailer.

1985 21 ft. Crestliner Nordic Fiberglass Inboard Outboard,
MerCruiser:V8:230 hp., w / many extras and Spartan Trailer.

AUCTIONS)

BORDER COUNTRY AUCTIONS
Auctioneer: Dean Tveit ¢ MN Lic.# 3613-02
3256 County Rd. 24, International Falls, MN 56649
218-283-5778 » www.bordercountryauction.com

Terms: Cash, good check: US funds only. All sales final, all items sold as is. Statements
made auction day take precedence over all advertising. All guarantees are between
buyer and seller. Settlement is same day as sale. Visa and Mastercard accepted
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