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BY ERIC MATHEWS

Staf  Intern

Some state, Koochiching 
County, and International 
Falls roads are scheduled 
for construction this sum-
mer.
State

An 11.4 mile stretch of 
Minnesota Highway 11, west 
of International Falls will 
be graded, paved, and cul-
verts replaced, starting July 
7. Drivers can expect lane 
closures throughout the 
project, a detour which will 
last approximately 14 days, 
and delays.

The detour, coming from 
the west, will direct motor-
ists south onto County Road 
10, east onto County Road 1 
to Littlefork, and then north 
to Pelland.

It’s not clear on how long 
the project will last, but 
the contract, awarded to 
Davidson Construction Inc. 
for $6.9 million, is set to 
last for 70 working days, 
said Troy Bradfort with the 
Minnesota Department of 
Transportation.

“Safety is our number 
one priority during this 
project.” said Bradfort. 
“Motorists just need to re-
member to keep the speed 
down when construction is 

around and be careful.”
Construction over the 

next few months will in-
clude some parts of Highway 
11 east. The construction is 
being done to upgrade Min-
nesota, Dakota, and Western 
Railway gates, which have 
reached the end of their use-
ful lives. The contract has 
not yet been awarded, but 
the project is estimated to 
cost $325,000, according to 
the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation.

The upgrades to the rail-
way crossing will bring in-
creased safety features such 
as new cantilevers, gates, 
LED lenses, and upgraded 
control circuitry, according 
to Beth Petrowske, MnDOT 
District 1. The work will 
be done in the fall over 
the course of September 
through November, and mo-
torists will only be inconve-
nienced by temporary lane 
closures while construction 
is ongoing, she said.

Koochiching County is 
also working on this proj-
ect by building a bike and 
pedestrian trail through the 
crossing. The trail will have 
gate arms as well.
City

The city of Internation-
al Falls will reconstruct 
this summer several roads 

which are beyond their life 
expectancies, as a part of 
regular city maintenance.

Eighteenth Street will be 
rebuilt from Second Avenue 
East to Fifth Avenue East, as 
will Nineteenth Street from 
Second Avenue East to U.S. 
Highway 53, and Twentieth 
Avenue from Shorewood 
Drive down to the south end 
of the road.

A water main replace-
ment project is also sched-
uled for this summer on 

Fourteenth Avenue from 
Thirteenth Street to Fif-
teenth Street. Roads will be 
patched around town where 
needed.

The city plans to spend 
around $1 million on the 
road projects. Property own-
ers can expect traffic delays, 
and motorists will be re-
routed around construction 
areas with the use of signs.
County

Koochiching County will 
only have one sizable road 

construction project this 
summer according to coun-
ty Engineer Joe Sutherland.

County State Aid High-
way 107, formerly County 
Road 107, will be rebuilt 
from Minnesota Highway 
11-71 to County State Aid 
Highway 2. The road will 
also be widened, realigned 
with Twentieth Street, and 
bike lanes and storm sewer 
will be added.

Construction on County 
State Aid Highway 107 take 

place from August to Octo-
ber. Traffic will be main-
tained by the contractor of 
the project while work is 
ongoing. The county expects 
to spend anywhere from $2 
million-$2.5 million on road 
construction projects this 
summer.

Some mill and overlay, 
and bridge replacement 
projects may also occur 
throughout the summer 
if the county can secure 
funding.

Road projects scheduled for this season
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Crews work to repave 14th Avenue, causing the road to be closed for a few days this week.
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