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DEAR ABBY:  I have 
been seeing my boyfriend, 
“Casey,” for a year. He has 
said throughout our court-
ship that we could get mar-
ried in four to five years. 

Over the past couple of 
months, he has become 
distant and less romantic. 
I drive four hours to see 
him almost every week, 
and he seems fine then, 
but when we’re apart, he 
rarely texts me and seems 
disinterested. 

On one of my recent vis-
its, Casey said he NEVER 
wants to get married! When 
I asked what had changed 
his mind, his response was 
that he has decided that 
marriage is a trap. When I 
asked if he still wanted to be 
with me, he said yes. 

I know I don’t want to be 
Casey’s girlfriend forever. I 
don’t want to waste my time 
if he’s not going to marry 
me, but I really want to be 
with him. Do you think he’ll 
change his mind again, 
or is it time for me to end 
things? — WAITING AND 
HOPING IN MARYLAND

 
DEAR WAITING AND 

HOPING: If you’re doing 
all of the four-hour commut-
ing, you’re not only waiting 
and hoping, you are also do-
ing most of the work in your 
relationship with Casey. 
From your description of 
his attention span, when 
you’re out of sight, you are 
not on his mind. 

You didn’t mention how 
old you both are, but it 
appears Casey has some 
growing up to do. Mar-
riage isn’t a trap; it’s a 
partnership. And like any 
strong partnership there 
is commitment involved. If 

Casey isn’t up to making a 
commitment and marriage 
is what you’re after, you 
should save the wear and 
tear on your car and the 
expense of the gas and find 
a man who is less gun-shy.

DEAR ABBY: We live 
near my wife’s sister “Bree” 
and her husband, “Joe.” We 
socialize often at one of our 
homes or at a restaurant. 
They have recently become 
good friends with another 
couple, the “Russells,” who 
are delightful.

Bree and Joe sometimes 
invite us over when the Rus-
sells are there. The problem 
is, when I try to carry on 
a conversation with Mr. 
Russell, Joe gets bent out 
of shape. He interrupts and 
changes the subject or says 
something to make me look 
bad. If that doesn’t stop the 
discussion, Joe walks off in 
a huff. I think he’s acting 
like an immature middle-
schooler. (It also triggers 
memories I have of being 
bullied and excluded as a 
child.) 

I’d like to avoid these 
three-couple get-togethers, 
but I don’t know how many 
times I can do it without 
raising questions. An alter-
native would be to avoid the 

Russells and converse only 
with other guests who may 
be present. Either option, or 
mentioning it, risks mak-
ing me look like the jealous 
12-year-old instead of Joe. 
Any ideas? — ODD MAN 
OUT IN KANSAS

DEAR ODD MAN OUT: 
It appears that your broth-
er-in-law is insecure, or he 
wouldn’t behave the way he 
is. How sad – for him. 

Start limiting the time 
you spend as a threesome. 
Ask your wife to find out 
in advance i f  the Rus-
sells will be visiting when 
you are. If Bree asks her 
why, your wife should tell 
her that Joe seems upset 
when you try to carry on 
a conversation with the 
husband and you don’t 
want to make him uncom-
fortable. Perhaps if she 
tells her husband to knock 
it off and grow up, he will. 
However, if the problem 
continues, explain to the 
Russells that as much as 
you enjoy their company, 
you’ll be seeing them less 
often, and why. 

It isn’t necessary to men-
tion to any of them the grief 
you experienced in middle 
school because, frankly, it 
is none of their business. 
If it’s any comfort to you, it 
appears Joe had insecuri-
ties back then, too, but he 
never outgrew them.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 

COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Four-hour commute is iffy 
investment in relationship

Previous Cryptoquote: LET US BE GRATEFUL TO PEOPLE 
WHO MAKE US HAPPY; THEY ARE THE CHARMING 
GARDENERS WHO MAKE OUR SOULS BLOSSOM. – Marcel 
Proust

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no math 

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You 
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic. 
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle 
will be published in 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com to 
find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, delay your plans 
for the time being. A num-
ber of unexpected tasks that 
will require your undivided 
attention in the coming day, 
so clear your schedule.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Assume the role of the 

strong and silent type this 
week, Taurus. You do not 
have to share your opinions 
with everyone, as an air of 
mystery may boost your 
popularity.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
It can be easy to allow 

excitement to overtake your 
logic, Gemini. But you need 
to be patient and not allow 
exuberance to interfere 
with the tasks at hand. That 
is a recipe for trouble.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, a hefty workload 

at the office may zap your 
desire to do much else. How-
ever, don’t pass up the oppor-
tunity when a social engage-
ment beckons this week.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you will have to con-

tinue your rather hectic 
pace this week, even when 
you start to feel tired. Fortu-
nately, you are excited about 
some of the things on your 
to-do list.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, getting involved 

with the right people now 
opens doors that previously 
may have been closed to 
you. Do not squander the 
opportunity to use these 
new contacts.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, conflicting emo-

tions arise in the week 
ahead. You have the desire 
to fulfill people’s expecta-
tions of you, but you also just 
want some time to yourself. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
S c o r p i o ,  m a i n t a i n -

ing your focus on chores 
is nearly impossible this 
week, when you are easily 
distracted by anything else 
that sounds interesting. Try 
to get your work done. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Reestablish your priori-

ties, Sagittarius. Doing so 
will help you live up to your 
end of the bargain on vari-
ous commitments. If neces-
sary, ask others for help.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Expect to be busy for the 

rest of the month, Capricorn. 
With potential birthday cel-
ebrations and holiday tasks 
to complete, spare moments 
are few and far between.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, learning a new 

skill this week will only 
add to your already vast 
repertoire of abilities. This 
is one more reason to have 
a positive attitude.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Emphasize feeling good 

about yourself this week, 
Pisces. Doing so will enable 
you to help others in the 
near future.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 1
Bette Midler, Singer/Ac-
tress (68)

DECEMBER 2
Aaron Rodgers, Athlete (30)

DECEMBER 3
Amanda Seyfried, Actress (28)

DECEMBER 4
Tyra Banks, Model (40)

DECEMBER 5
Gary Allan, Singer (46)

DECEMBER 6
Lindsay Price, Actress (37)

DECEMBER 7
Sara Bareilles, Singer (34)
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