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DIRECTORY
QR

Scan the QR code to reveal
more information, including
valuable discounts, upcoming
events and news about the
products and services you
care about.

Print or display the offer on
your phone to redeem at the
selected business.

Accepts All Patients.

1400 Hwy 71 • International Falls, MN

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

218.283.5503

p

Focused
on You

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC

PINEVIEW RECOVERY

CARE CENTER

JACKPINE CHATEAU

LITTLEFORK MEDICAL CENTER

Since 1946

International Falls, MN

Check out our inventory. Our
Online showroom is open 24/7
for your shopping convenience.

309 5th Street • Int’l Falls, MN

218-283-8486

AUTOMOTIVE

A year-round garden & gift center

Hwy 11 East • Int’l Falls

218-286-5365

WILD

DELIGHT

PREMIUM

BIRD SEED

50%OFF
Sale ends 3/23/15

Does not include Finch Sock/Feeder

This month’s featured item:

Weber Spirit Gas Grill

Sp-310 529 Sq. In. Lp

Hwy 11-17 • Int’l Falls, MN
283-8440

Scan Here For Our
Weekly Sales.

Stewart’s

Visit our
new website!

superoneifalls.com

401 Fourth Street

Int’l Falls, MN

218-283-3454

We feature a great selection of furniture styles,
including traditional, contemporary, casual,
cottage, mission, distressed, painted, arts and
crafts and eclectic. You can express your personal
style, whether it be wood, leather, upholstery,
with accessories, area rugs and flooring.

RETAIL RETAIL RETAIL

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Your Only Locally Owned Source of

Fine Jewelry Since 1983.

We offer a large variety of fresh
flowers & gifts. Enjoy the convenience of
safe & secure ordering 24 hours a day!

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Saturday 9am-3pm

532 4th St. Int’l Falls • 218-283-8141

HANDGUN SALE!!!!
Scan To See
The Savings!

Click the link at the
bottom of our homepage

for the full ad!

Corrin’s
Plumbing, Heating

& Air Conditioning, Inc.

445 4th Street • 283-8161

Bill Corrin, Owner
Family owned since 1909

SERVICES

Jake A. Casareto
(218) 240-1373 Cell • (218) 464-4943 Office

Jacob.Casareto@fbfs.com

• Homeowners

• Business

• Mutual Funds

• Auto

• Life/Health

• Annuities
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BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

Koochiching County’s got 
a few thieves of public money.

That public money is sto-
len from taxpayers who must 
spend extra money for the 
time and resources to sort 
garbage from the recyclable 
items collected in trailers 
around Borderland.

The problem begins when 
garbage is dumped in the 
recyclable collection trail-
ers at the 12 sites around 
the county, said Dale Olson, 
Koochiching County Envi-
ronmental Services Depart-
ment director.

The Sentence to Serve 
crew hauls to the county 
Transfer Station full trailers 
which are dumped on the 
floor and the items they con-
tain placed on conveyor belts. 
Crew members pull garbage 
from the recyclables, which 
are sorted into No. 1 and No. 
2 plastics, tin and aluminum, 
and paper products.

The collection trailers 
have been used since 1993.

After enough recyclables 
are collected, they are baled 
and shipped to where ever 
the market provides the best 
price at the time, said Olson.

However, Olson said gar-
bage placed in the trailers 
cause them to fill up more 
quickly, requiring them to 
be dumped more frequently 
than they were reserved for 
only recyclables. And it re-
quires more time and effort 
to sort garbage from recy-

clables at the transfer site.
Garbage is sometimes left 

inside the trailers in plastic 
bags, which requires the bag 
to be ripped open, contents 
sorted and bag to be placed in 
the garbage — again requir-
ing more time and effort than 
simply sorting recyclables, 
said Olson.

“The worst is people who 
put diapers and fish guts 
— obvious things that don’t 
belong there — in the trailer, 
and branches,” said Olson. 
“That costs county taxpayers 
money.”

Keith Knaeble leads Kooch-
iching County’s STS program 
as a Minnesota Department 
of Corrections staff.

“More than anything, it 
costs us time when we have to 
deal with garbage,” Knaeble 
said.

When garbage is dumped 
in the trailers, he estimated 
it takes an extra 20 minutes 
to process a trailer load. The 
crew dumps five to six trail-
ers a day.

“That means there’s 1 1/2 
to two hours of wasted time 
(each day) that could be bet-
ter used doing something 
else,” said Knaeble. “People 
are getting rid of their gar-
bage for free and the county 
and county taxpayers are 
paying the tab for it. It’s theft 
of services more than any-
thing.”

Knaeble said he’d like to 
catch more people dumping 
garbage in the trailers. “If 
we get their names, either I’d 
talk to them or Dale would,” 

he said.
Garden waste — the tops of 

carrots and other vegetable 
waste and yard brush — 
continues to be placed in the 
paper bin in the trailer at 
Kmart, Knaeble said.

“For a while, they were 
doing it every other week,” 
said Knaeble. “Now, it’s only 
once in a while. But it is the 
same person, the same kind 
of trees and waste. I want to 
catch that person so bad.”

That kind of disregard for 
the rules and why they are 
in place is frustrating, said 
Knaeble. “People like that 
make me mad,” he said.

Olson said ESD staff have 
obtained names from inside 
garbage left in the recycling 
trailers, but taking legal ac-
tion is difficult. “It’s pretty 
tough,” he said. “If someone 
gets a license, they can report 
it to ESD.”

He recalled finding the 
name in garbage left in a 
trailer of an STS crew mem-
ber who had finished her 
court-ordered hours in the 
program.

“We went to the county 
attorney and the judge, and 
they put her back on STS,” 
said Olson.

But some who illegally 
dump in the trailers are 
crafty enough to only do it at 
night, Olson said.

Knaeble urged county 
residents to find out how to 
properly dispose of items for 
recycling, which lessens the 
amount of garbage they pay 
to have hauled away.

“So many people in the 
area don’t realize we take 
glass and cardboard for free 
at the recycling center, just 
inside the door of the Trans-
fer Station,” he said. “Instead 
of stuffing the trailers, go an 
extra mile and get rid of it 
with no hassle.”

Glass is no longer allowed 
in the trailers because of the 
risk of injury to STS crew and 
county staff. He said people 
have required stitches in the 
past because handling glass 
and the potential for a lawsuit 
against the county was too 
great to continue accepting 
glass in the trailers.

Sorting the garbage from 
the recyclables is a “messy 
job,” said Olson. “There’s 
sour food, milk — please 
rinse everything out.”

When the STS crew is not 
handling the county’s recy-
cling program, it is picking 
up garbage and recyclables 
from ditches and other areas 
in the county.

Knaeble said he’s seen the 
amount of plastic recycled 
grow since he started his job 
in 1999.

“I see at least four times 
as much plastic as when I 
started,” he said. “And not as 
much glass.”

Despite the frustration of 
handling garbage among the 
recyclables, Knaeble said he 
feels the STS crew provides a 
value for the county taxpayer.

“I see it as doing something 
worthwhile for everybody — 
we handle recyclables and 
are getting people working,” 

he said.
And Knaeble said he, too, 

is adding to the county’s re-
cycling program.

“We go through at least a 
gallon of milk a day with four 
kids,” he said.

KOOCHICHING COUNTY

Garbage and recyclables don’t mix
Sorting out garbage costs time which equals money

More information

Did you know?

Some facts about recycling from Dale Olson, director of 
Koochiching County Environmental Services Department:

 � Recycling 1 ton of aluminum cans saves the equivalent energy 
of 1,655 gallons of gasoline. In other words, recycling four 
aluminum cans saves one can of gas. That’s enough energy to 
run your TV for 12 hours.

 � More than 1/3 of new paper products made in the U.S. comes 
from recycled material. But we still throw away enough oice 
and writing paper each year to build a 12-foot-high wall from Los 
Angeles to New York.

 � In 2014, the county recycled 45,000 pounds of tin and 
aluminum cans.

 � The county sold 73,000 pounds of No. 2 and No. 2 plastic. An 
estimate of four plastic containers per pound tells us that we 
recycled nearly 300,000 containers.

 � The county recycled and sold about 410,000 pounds of paper 
products. This was mostly magazines, cardboard and newspaper 
but also included a few miscellaneous products.

 � The county crushed 180,000 pounds of glass that will be used 
on site as gravel. The payback for glass doesn’t make it practical 
to haul it long distances so we quit doing that about 15 years 
ago. At that time they paid a penny a pound if we sorted it by 
color and delivered to Minneapolis. No thanks.

Other items recycled last year include:

 � 359 large appliances
 � 880 TVs
 � 326 computer monitors
 � 2,700 tires
 � many car batteries
 � 2,000 gallons of used oil

These numbers only include what came through the county’s 
transfer station. Many businesses have their own programs.

A quick guide to what’s acceptable. To learn more about the 
county’s recycling program, call at 283-1157.

 � Glass: Must be delivered to the Transfer Station; labels do not 
have to be removed. Colored glass is acceptable.

 � Paper: Some is recyclable. Put oice paper and newspapers in 
paper bag and place in bin. Paper bags, newspaper, oice paper 
may be placed in bins. Magazines, catalogs and corrugated 
cardboard must be brought to the Transfer Station.

 � Metal: Aluminum and steel cans may be mixed together. Rinse 
the cans.

 � Plastic: No. 1 and No. 2 colored or clear plastic is acceptable. 
Rinse containers and do not place in plastic bags in bins.


