B2 | September 27,2014

www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

EDEN PRAIRIE (AP) —
From the moment the Min-
nesota Vikings traded back
into the first round to take
Teddy Bridgewater, it was
only a matter of time before
he took over as the team’s
starting quarterback.

When Bridgewater makes
his first start on Sunday
against the Atlanta Falcons,
he will be in line for some-
thing even bigger — the new
face of the franchise.

With Adrian Peterson
away from the team while he
faces child abuse charges, the
Vikings are searching for a
new identity while the chaos
from Peterson’s legal troubles
and injuries to several high-
profile players threaten to
derail the team less than a
month into the season.

In steps Bridgewater, the
unflappable rookie, and all
he has to do is pull the Vi-
kings out of a spiral and step
into the void left by Peterson’s
departure.

No pressure, Teddy.

“’It’s no
pressure on
me and it’s
not all about
me,” Bridge-
water said
Wednesday.
“It takes a
team effort
to win foot-
ball games
and we have
11 guys on defense who are
going to play their tails off.
We have 11 guys on special
teams and 10 other guys on
the offensive side of the ball
that are going to be out there
competing for one another.
There’s no pressure for me
to have to fill the needs or
anything. ... It’s just all about
the team.”

With quarterback Matt
Cassel lost for the season
with a foot injury and Peter-
son out indefinitely while the
legal process plays out, the
Vikings have become Teddy’s
team much faster than any-
one expected.

Teddy
Bridgewater
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The family of Robert “Bob” Trompeter
would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to all who showed their
love, support and care during this difficult time of loss.
We greatly appreciate the delicious food, flowers and memorials
shared by so many friends and family. Pastor Steve, Joe Belanger,
ZLCW and all of Zion Lutheran Church, we thank you for your roles
in his memorial service as well as many memories at the church
he loved so dearly. We will forever be grateful to the care his
special nurse showed him and the dignity he was able to maintain
while being cared for at home with the overall generosity of the
International Falls Hospice. Green-Larsen Funeral home,
the respectful and professional service you provide to the families
in our community is something we will never forget.
Thank you for helping make the difficult process a little easier for
all.And lastly, a deep level of gratitude is felt by our whole family
for the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Honor Guard.
Thank you for attending the funeral to honor our father,
grandfather and brother, Robert. He would be very proud to
know you were there to present his family with the flag, as we
were proud to have received it. We were all blessed to have been
touched by this wonderful man; he will be greatly missed.
We cannot thank you all enough for sharing in our grief.
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L Sincerely,
@ o] The family of Robert Trompeter Sr.
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SENATHLETES

Taylor Wendt

The 17-year-old Littlefork-Big Falls High School
senior is a setter on the Vikings’ volleyball team.

Birthday:
October 22, 1996

Dream date:
Ian Somerhalder

Favorite team as a kid:
Vikings

Future plans:
College for psychology

What’s on TV:
Netflix

Favorite city to visit:
Pompeii, Italy

Favorite music:
Country

Favorite attribute about yourself:
Determination

Favorite movies: Favorite holiday:

The Lion King Thanksgiving
What do you drive: Your hero:
1994 Chevy Corsica My mom

Your motto:
Never give up on something you can’t
go a day without thinking about.

Favorite Web sites:
Twitter

Favorite meal:
Eggs and peanut butter toast Favorite memory about

your high school career:

like to have:

The Vikings traded back
into the first round on the
opening night of the draft to
snag Bridgewater in hopes
that he could finally become
the long-term answer at
quarterback the team has
been searching for ever since
Daunte Culpepper went down
with a knee injury in 2005.

Peterson was expected to
continue to be the team’s star
player for at least another
season or two, providing a
cocoon for the young quar-
terback while he got his feet
underneath him. That all
changed two weeks ago with
Peterson’s stunning arrest
in a child-abuse charge in
Texas.

Ready or not, it’s Teddy
Time in Minnesota.

“Honestly,” coach Mike
Zimmer said, “I think he’s
been ready since the day he
walked in.”

The Vikings started the
season with the veteran Cas-
sel, hoping to ease Bridgewa-
ter’s transition and give him

To be able to sing

Worst habit: Beating Cherry in five in playoffs.
Biting my cheek

Favorite thing to do that
Biggest pet peeve: has nothing to do with sports:
Loud breathers Hunt, be outdoors
Talent I'd most Love to trade places

for a day with...

some time to get acclimated
to NFLlife. While Cassel was
running with the starters,
Bridgewater distinguished
himself by not distinguish-
ing himself at all.

Earlier on draft night,
Minnesota attempted to trade
up to No. 22 to grab Johnny
Manziel, the flamboyant
Texas A&M quarterback. But
Cleveland outbid the Vikings,
who then set their sights on
Bridgewater.

While Manziel has drawn
headlines for his party-
hearty lifestyle off the field,
Bridgewater has been whis-
per quiet in the meeting
rooms and sound bite-proof
in his interactions with the
media.

“He doesn’treally get over-
whelmed,” fullback Jerome
Felton said. “He works hard.
He’s humble. He comes pre-
pared. So I think that’s the
biggest thing. He prepares
himself well. He’s in here
early, leaves late, so he’ll be
just fine.”

Nina Dobrev

Bridgewater stepped in for
the injured Cassel on Sunday
and completed 12 of 20 passes
for 150 yards against a New
Orleans defense that played
the pass very aggressively
with Peterson gone. The of-
fense didn’t score a touch-
down with him in the game,
but his ability to handle the
heat carried over from his
turns in the huddle during
the preseason.

“I remember the first pre-
season game I asked Teddy
whether he was nervous or
not and of course he said no.
And I thought, you know,
he’sjustaliar,” backup quar-
terback Christian Ponder
said. “But the guy doesn’t get
nervous. The guy has a ton of
poise and played extremely
well. I expect that to continue
the next game and so on.”

When Bridgewater takes
the field for his first game as
a starter on Sunday against
Atlanta (2-1), he won’t have
Peterson to take his handoffs.
He won’t have tight end Kyle

Rudolph, who will miss about
six weeks after having sports
hernia surgery, to catch his
passes and he won’t have
starting right guard Bran-
don Fusco, who is out for the
season with a torn pectoral
muscle, to block for him.

He also won’t have a big
entourage in the stands.
Bridgewater said earlier this
season — while he was still
Cassel’s backup — he put six
people, including his mother,
girlfriend and agent, on a list
to watch the game. Now that
he’s starting, “the number
hasn’t changed.”

“I gave myself a moment
Monday morning,” Bridge-
water said. “I woke up and
told myself, ‘Hey, your dream
isfinally here and it’s coming
true.” It’s not the way that I
wanted it to happen, but I'm
still going to have to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity.

“It’s one thing to be named
the guy, but for me I want to
continue tojust be the guy for
along time.”
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2014 Flu Shot Clinic

Wednesday, October 1st, 2014
10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Rainy River Community College

(By the Workforce Center — Door #5)
1501 Highway 71
International Falls, MN

Cost: $30 (cash or check only)*

*We will bill Medicare, Medical Assistance
& MSHO. Bring your insurance card with you.

\

Koochiching County Public Health
(218) 283-7070 or 1-800-950-4630

**High Dose, Quadrivalent & Intranasal
Available While Supplies Last**

 Being part of a team that is
working toward a common
goal; the betterment of the
cooperative and its members.

¢ Having the ability to purchase
a variety of goods and services
at fair and competitive prices.

e Switch out your tank for our
tank for FREE!

® Having access to programs
and services that have been

the member owner, in mind.

o To receive the benefits of
patronage refunds on the
purchases you make with
Northern Star Cooperative
Services.

e Current customers receive a
FREE propane safety check!

The Cooler Weather Is Upon Us
REMEMBER... Assihorn Sear

There are many benifits of being a member of Northern Star
Cooperative Services!

Membership Has Its Benifits | Propane Programs to Fit Your Needs

specifically designed with you, &

Littlefork, MN 218-278-6682
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Cooperative Services

* \/olume Programs

* Seasonal Residence Programs
e Residential Programs

* Budget Billing Programs

e Scheduled Delivery Programs
® Pre-Pay Programs
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and dependable
delivery!

Itﬁr\ AN
EXCEPTIONAL ENERGY"




