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entertainment

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Family movie night is 
coming to Backus.

Set to begin at 7 p.m. Jan. 
29 at Backus Community 
Center, the fifth annual “On 
the Edge” film festival will 
feature several indepen-
dent, family films.

The first half of the eve-
ning, according to a news 
release, will feature nine 
short films, followed by a 
brief intermission and then 
a feature film and short 
film. The films are made by 
independent producers and 
directors and show what 
can be done by just about 
anyone with a drive to tell 
stories in fun and creative 
ways. Those selected were 
chosen from more than 40 
entries.

The films showing in-
clude:

  “The Animal Inside,” 
an animated, coming-of-age 
story about a lonesome boy 
living in a destroyed city.

  “Carrot Cake” is the 
story of  a 97-year-old father 
wanting to meet with his 
daughters and their families 
to share some important 
news.

  “The Treehouse” fea-
tures a boy retreating to 
the treehouse he built with 
his father in the shadow of  
a family funeral, shutting 
himself  in and the rest of  
the world out.

  “The Word,” is a doc-
umentary that questions 
what we get out of  sharing 
our family history and the 
importance of  accuracy 
when passing tales on from 
generation to generation.

  “I Need My Monster” 
is a student animated fi lm, 
based on the book by Aman-
da Noll.

  “Say Something,” a mu-
sic video of  Pentatonix’s 
cover of  “Say Something” by 
A Great Big World, is by for-
mer resident Rachel Adams. 
She also submitted “Happy 
Birthday Dad,” the short 

fi lm she created to show her 
crew could produce a movie 
to raise funds for a feature.

  “Relativity Explained 
to Children” is a short fi lm 
in which a father explains 
Einstein’s theory of  relativ-
ity to his 8-year-old son.

  “Letters from Grand-
ma” was created as part of  
the Minnesota 48-hour fi lm 
project. Everything was 
done in 48 hours – the script, 
shooting, the score, titles, 
credits and editing.

  “Pop Star Puppy” is 
the evening’s feature-length 
fi lm. Austin Brown’s family 
moves to Edgemont Village 
and Austin has a hard time 
fi tting in. Being the son of  
a father in the military his 
family is always on the move 
and maintaining friend-
ships is difficult at best. 
Before he is shipped to Af-
ghanistan, his father buys 
him a dog, “Dino,” from a 
man at the side of  the road. 
As his friendship with Dino 
grows, Austin’s life is sud-
denly turned upside down 
when he discovers that Dino 
can sing. Problem is, Dino 
can sing the timeless clas-
sics with gorgeous dulcet 
tones, yet when it comes to 
performing, he’s as shy as a 
mouse. With the help of  his 
younger sister, Vanessa, and 
his new friend, the awkward 
and nerdy Greg, they coax 
the shy dog out of  his shell. 
When Austin discovers a 
popular talent search tele-
vision show is coming to 
Edgemont Village in hopes 
of  finding contestants, he 
quickly enters Dino.

  “Thundercluck,” the fi -
nal fi lm of  the evening, is an 
animated short fi lm about 
an all-natural chicken that 
is half-mortal, half-god.

Audience members will 
be voting for their favorite 
films of the evening with 
prizes awarded to the top 
three choices. There is no 
charge for the event, but 
donations to the food shelf 
are appreciated.

Film festival 
returns Jan. 29

M
embers of the 
I nter nationa l 
F a l l s  F i g u r e 

Sk at i n g Club enter -
t ai ne d aud ienc e s  at 
Bronco Arena Sunday 
du ri ng t he g roups’s 
fourth annual Icebox 
Competition. Skaters 
use the event to demon-
strate their skill level 
and technique. The club 
spends the season per-
fecting skills in prepa-
ration for its annual 
ice show set for March 
21-22.
Element results

B a s ic  2  —  Luci a 
Fougner, first; Hayden 
Foss, second; Adrianne 
Sheasby, third; Elianna 
Jacobsen, fourth

Basic 3A - Addison 
Harris, first; Whitney 
Wiliamson, second; Bel-
la Fry, third

Basic 3 B – Julianna 
Rousseau, first; Payten 
Rousseau, second

Basic  4  –  A ni ss a 
Wimmer, first; Sydney 
Mondor, second; Char-
lee Kostiuk, third

Basic 5 – Taityn Tom-
czak, f irst ; Angelina 
Spuzak, second

Basic 6 – Anne Back-
lund, first; Monika Rup-
penstien, second; Ser-
ena Cousineau, third; 
A m o r i n  C a m p b e l l , 
fourth

Basic 8A –  Jillian 
Bilben, first; Isabella 
Avis, second; Awnley 
Jacobsen, third; Naomi 
Cochrane, fourth

Basic 8B – Catie Nor-
ton, first; Keira Sher-
lock, second; Kat lyn 
Lunquist, third; Mary 
Cay Barry, fourth

Basic 8C –  Alexis 
Blankenship, first; Ma-
rissa Brown, second; 
Isabella Hyatt, third

Free skate 1 – Paige 
Anderson, first; Gracie 
Bowles, second; Erica 
Lemelin, third

Free skate 2A – Isa-
belle White, first; Han-
nah Anderson, second; 
Mya Scott-Thompson, 
third

Free skate 2B – Mar-
garet Larson, first; Kei-
ra Strickland, second

Free skate 4A – Ma-
rie-Mai Langevin, first; 
Tatum Ronmark, sec-
ond; Halle Nugent, third

Free skate 4B – Re-
ece Mac Neil, first; Sa-

mantha Halliday, sec-
ond; Brooklin Hayes, 
third
Showcase event

Basic A –  Quinne 
Anderson, first; Payten 
Rousseau, second; Addi-
son Harris, third; Adri-
anne Sheasby, fourth

Basic B –  Sydney 
Mondor, first; Anissa 
Wimmer, second; Char-
lee Kostiuk, third

Basic C – Angelina 
Spuzak, first; Katlyn 

Lundquist, second; Kay-
Ly nn Croni n,  t hi rd ; 
Anne Backlund, fourth

Basic D – Catie Nor-
ton, first; Jillian Bilben, 
second; Alexis Blanken-
ship, third; Mary Cay 
Barry, fourth

Free skate A – Paige 
Anderson, first; Gracie 
Bowles, second; Brook-
lyn Tomczak, third

Free skate B – Kei-
ra St rick land, f i rst ; 
Isabelle White, second; 

H a n n a h  A n d e r s o n , 
third

Pre-preliminary – 
Jacqueline Lacy, first; 
Danielle Erikson, sec-
ond; Josie Bates, third

Preliminary – Kei-
sha Kittleson, first; Au-
rora Hutton, second

Duet showcase A 
– Paige Anderson and 
Gracie Bowles, f irst ; 
Josie Bates and Ava 
White, second

Duet showcase B – 
Laura Cochrane and 
Angie Redford, f irst; 
Greta Fedoruk and Au-
rora Hutton, second

STAFF PHOTOS BY EMILY GEDDE

Destiny Erickson performs a sit spin Sunday at Bronco Arena during 
the fourth annual Icebox Competition hosted by the International 
Falls Figure Skating Club.

Keira 
Strickland 
shows off her 
skills Sunday.

Elise Larson skates across the ice during the 
Icebox Competition.

Korie Valentine 
performs for 
family, friends and 
community members 
Sunday.
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