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FROM YOUR LOCAL
TAX PROFESSIONAL!

Call me today to set up your
appointment or stop in to see me!

North Border Financial Services, LLC
400 3rd Street International Falls

Call 285-6111
Owned and operated by Bill Higham, EA

Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Other times are available by appointment.

I have been serving the International Falls area with
professional tax preparation, consulting, and payroll
tax assistance, for over 20 years.

F L

ShannoShannon’s

Professionally Installed

Heat Storage Systems.
Call Dean at Shannon’s for more info.

1919 Main Ave.

Int’l Falls, MN • 283-9372

www.shannonsinc.us

1831 2nd Ave.

International Falls, MN

Phone 218-283-4735

Cell 218-240-4735
Email miller@mymillerins.com

Miller Insurance

is your local

PreferredOne,

Medica & UCare

Insurance

Authorized Agent

Miller
Est 1992

Insurance
and

Business Services

Choppers for Children for another

successful year, providing warm mittens

for our grade school kids!Appliance Service and Repair
Whether you are installing a new appliance

or need service on your existing equipment,

our trained and certified staff can meet your

needs. Give them a call for information on our

appliance service programs.

Littlefork, MN 218-278-6682

Call us for
Prompt

and dependable
delivery

For All Your Propane Needs

Remember...

Bennett Repair LLC.
SNOWMOBILE, ATV AND
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

Paul Bennett Jr. 218-343-4451

pjbennett71@hotmail.com

- 24 Hour Emergency Service –
- Full Line of Amsoil Products –

HAPPY 62ND

BIRTHDAY

Ruth Fulton

is a workday on both sides 
of the border, Weiden-
hoeft said the event will 
start at 5 p.m. and feature 
three different kinds of 
pulls: the celebrity and 
dignitary pull, the mili-
tary pull, and the power 
pull. The celebrity and 
dignitary pull will hope-
fully feature Jamshed 
Merchant, the consul gen-
eral from Canada, Interna-
tional Falls City Councilor 
Cynthia Jaksa said.

The military pull will 
feature the Primary Re-
serves of the Canadian 
Forces pulling against 
the U.S. National Guard, 
Weidenhoeft said. This 
pull came about as a re-
membrance of the War of 
1812, he said.

The final power pull is 
for the coveted peace pull 
trophy, Weidenhoeft said, 
and features teams of 44 
pulling against each other 
for the ultimate bragging 
rights. Following the final 
pull, the mayor of the los-
ing side will have to cross 
over to the winning side to 
present the trophy to the 
winners.

To avoid rainouts like 
the two that have hap-
pened previously, Jaksa 
said a contingency plan is 
in place. If the event is de-
layed due to the weather, 
radio broadcasts at 5:30, 
6, and 6:30 p.m. will an-
nounce whether the event 
is back on. If the weather 
is still bad at 6:30 p.m., the 
event will be cancelled, 
Jaksa said.

Following the peace 
pull on Thursday, July 3, is 
a morning-long cross-bor-
der meeting with public 
officials and medical pro-
viders, dubbed the “medi-
cal NAFTA” by Jaksa. The 
idea for the meeting came 
about as a way to share 
the medical resources of 
the two cities, she said, so 
instead of patients driv-

ing hundreds of miles for 
services, they can simply 
cross the border.

The meeting will take 
place at La Place Rende-
vous hotel in Fort Fran-
ces, and Jaksa said invi-
tations to officials orga-
nizers hope will attend 
will be sent out in April. 
These include the mayors 
of each city, local medical 
provider representatives, 
state Sen. Tom Bakk and 
Rep. David Dill, U.S. Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, Ontario 
Health Minister Deb Mat-
thews, Border Patrol of-
ficials, and others.

A similar agreement of 
sharing medical resourc-
es already exists between 
Detroit and Windsor, On-
tario, Jaksa said. It’s im-
portant to bring all these 
people together to come 
to a similar agreement, 
she said.

“It’s critical to get the 
politicians there to pro-
vide some pressure on the 
providers,” Jaksa said. 
“It’s a humanitarian is-
sue.”

An Independence Day 
celebration in Interna-

tional Falls on July 4 
is followed on July 5 by 
Riverfest 2014, put on 
through a joint effort by 
Backus Community Cen-
ter and the International 
Falls Rotary Club. Head-
lining this year’s concert 
is Little River Band, with 
openers Lamont Cranston 
Band and the Mike Ure 
Band.

Rotary President Mike 
Ward said the event is the 
club’s biggest fundraiser, 
and all the proceeds go 
back into the community 
to help kids. Also, having 
the event on the Fourth of 

July weekend will hope-
fully draw more attendees 
who may be coming back 
to the area for the holiday, 
he said.

“It’s a better fit,” he said 
of the date. “Hopefully 
it’ll attract more locals 
and people visiting from 
Canada.”

Already looking for-
ward to Riverfest 2015, 
Ward said they’d like to in-
coporate a winter wrinkle 
into the event. He said the 
groups are considering 
a “Battle of the Bands” 
competition featuring lo-
cal acts in the winter at 
Backus. The winner of 
this competition would 
then get a paid opener 
spot at Riverfest in the 
summer.

The five-day cross-bor-
der festival still needs a 
name, however, so both 
the International Falls 
and Fort Frances cham-
bers of commerce have 
begun accepting name 
suggestions. Residents 
can call in or email sug-
gestions, or pick up a 
form to fill out at either 
location.
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International Falls City Councilor Cynthia Jaksa and Fort Frances City 
Councilor Rick Weidenhoeft outline the eighth annual peace pull, taking 
place on July 2.
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credit in the high school,” 
Everson reported to Falls 
School Board members this 
week.

Concurrent enrollment 
classes are similar to PSEO 
courses except they are 
col lege cou rses taught 
at the high school. High 
schools across the state 
partner with Minnesota 
colleges and universities 
to offer students this op-
tion, often called “college 
in the schools.” Classes 
are taught by high school 
teachers.

“We have reached a tenta-
tive agreement with Rainy 
River,” Everson said of 
offering concurrent enroll-
ment courses at FHS. “We 
just need everything final-
ized as far as education 
plans...Students can still 
go PSEO, but we’re giving 
them another option to stay 
in the building and still get 
a college credit.”

Because the classes are 
free, students can save time 
and money earning a two-
year degree. According to 
the Minnesota Department 
of Education, studies show 
students who take college 
courses when they are still 
in high school are more 
likely to graduate from 
college in four years with 
a bachelor’s degree. The 
option also allows students 
to explore subjects at a more 
advanced level.

“We’re very excited and 
anticipating have more of 
our students here next year 
than this year,” Everson 
said. “Students will have 
freedom while earning a 
college credit and they’ll be 
able to stay with their peers 
in the high school.”

The principal explained 
three-credit courses will 
run three days per week 
and four-credit courses 
will be offered four days 
per week.

From a parent stand-
point,  having students 
take concurrent enroll-
ment classes is beneficial 
because while their child 
is earning a college credit, 
parents are still able to 
contact teachers and ac-
cess grades and attendance 
online.

“It’s unlike PSEO,” Ever-
son said. “I think it’s going 
to be very positive. Our 
teachers are very support-
ive.”
Other changes

In addition to concur-
rent enrollment classes, 
Everson said students who 
remain at the high school 
will be offered more free-
dom within the building.

After meeting with the 
school’s facilities commit-
tee, Everson said a storage 
room next to the cafeteria 
has been pinpointed as a 

potential site for a junior 
and senior lounge.

“We want to be sure we 
have a place for students to 
go during periods of open 
hours,” he said.

The plan is for the lounge 
to be fully furnished, and 
include a Foosball table, 
wireless Internet access 
and a flat screen television.

“It’s going to be a nice 
addition,” he said.

A student-led initiative to 
have an open lunch period 
was presented Monday to 
board members by Tayler 
Hebner.

Hebner requested the 
b o a r d  c o n sid e r  o f fe r -
ing open lunch Monday 
through Friday to juniors 
and seniors.

T he  2 5 -m i nut e  op en 
lunch period is now limited 
to senior students and only 
on Fridays.

Hebner’s request stated 
open lunch would of fer 
students more freedom and 
could act as a reward to 
students who attend Falls 
High School.

Everson said there have 
been no complaints about 
those who are currently 
able to take an open lunch 
and said he supports Heb-
ner’s request.
Positive changes

Overall, Everson said 
the feeling of excitement 
about the changes has 
been shared by everyone 
involved at the high school.

“We’ve spoken to the 10th 
grade students who are 
very excited about this,” he 
said. “We want to be sure 
they’re on board.”

With the implementa-
tion of a seven-period day 
set to take effect next year, 
Everson said specific class-
es that will be offered for 
dual credit has yet to be 
determined. He noted ad-
ministration is working 
with the guidance office 
to be sure the right classes 
and the popular classes are 
considered when setting a 
schedule.

“It’s a big positive change 
we see coming,” he conclud-
ed. “Once we get concur-
rent enrollment underway, 
we want to look at how we 
can increase offerings for 
students.”

Boa rd member Mi ke 
Holden commended Ever-
son’s involvement with the 
initiative.

“You’re the energy, I’ve 
been watching you,” he 
said.

Board member Willi Kos-
tiuk agreed.

“I know you’ve been 
working really aggressively 
to try to keep our students 
in the school,” he said. 
“That’s very appreciated. I 
think you’ve got great ideas 
and think it is going to 
keep kids...We can compete 
with the other schools and 
I think it’s going to make a 
big difference.”
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The expansion has also 
spurred the hiring of more 
employees, Hamm said. 
While he couldn’t share 
the exact number, over the 
past six months he said he’s 
hired “a heck of a lot more” 
employees.

“I hired a new HR (hu-
man resources) coordina-
tor, which is something this 
store didn’t have before,” 
he said. “She has been busy 
from the day she walked in 
the door, and the last six 
months we’ve been hiring 
very aggressively.”

Hamm thanked the city 
of International Falls for its 
help in securing wetland 
credits for the construction, 
and its assistance in navi-
gating that process. He also 
mentioned with the size of 
the store’s parking lot and 
lumberyard, sweeping and 
keeping it clean is an issue, 
and he said he’d be open to 
working with the city on 
bringing one of its street 
sweepers in to simplify the 
job.

“If we could get the city 
to sweep in there, even for a 
fee, I got to pay a lot of people 
a lot of money to be out there 

with brooms,” Hamm said. 
“A street sweeper would be 
nice to have that roll into 
there and keep that clean.”
Cold weather testing

In other business, KEDA 
Director Paul Nevanen’s 
report gave a summary of 
the recent cold weather test-
ing season, which he said 
featured 13 distinct groups 
using the facility. Now, he 
said he’ll meet with the users 
for a post-season assessment, 
and determine what needs to 
be done in the off season to 
improve the facility.

With another successful 
testing season featuring full 
capacity operation for most 
of the run, Nevanen said he 
thinks the facility doesn’t 
require any expansion in the 
near future.

“I would be very hesitant 
to invest any additional re-
sources without some sort 
of commitment,” he said. 
“If somebody came forward 
with a five-year commitment 
like Jaguar did, I would en-
tertain that.”

Two cold boxes and a seg-
regated shop at the facility 
means it can host two groups 
at the same time, Nevanen 
said.

“I like our mix of test 
groups,” Nevanen said. 
“When you develop rela-

t i o n s h i p s 
with these 
folks, that’s 
one of the 
questions, 
‘W hat can 
we further 
do to support 
w h a t  y o u 
do?’”

One of the 
ways to sup-
port those clients is welcom-
ing the testers that come 
from all over, and providing 
them with information on 
the community, Nevanen 
said.

“As these groups come 
on, there’s new people all 
the time,” he said. “So it’s 

identifying the team leader 
and working with a private 
sector person to make sure 
they get a packet of informa-
tion.”

The cold weather testers 
have also been benefiting the 
airport by filling up planes 
during the winter, Nevanen 
said.

KEDA member Bob An-
derson said enplanement 
numbers are up at the air-
port. Anderson also serves 
as the chairman of the local 
airport commission.“I think 
we can safely say a good 
share of that is because of 
the cold weather testing in-
dustry that we have here,” 
he said. 
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Paul 

Nevanen

Contact 

information
International Falls 

Chamber of Commerce

301 Second Avenue

International Falls, Minn. 56649

218-283-9400

chamber@intlfalls.org

Fort Frances 

Chamber of Commerce

601 Mowat Avenue

Fort Frances, Ontario P9A 1Z2

807-274-5773

thefort@fortfranceschamber.com
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