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STAFF PHOTOS BY EMILY GEDDE
Koochiching County Sheriff Perryn Hedlund poses with a certificate
of election last week. Hedlund defeated former Sheriff Brian Jespersen
during the Nov. 4 election.

New
sheriff

in town

Perryn Hedlund took
over as the new Koochi-
ching County sheriff at
12:01 a.m. Jan. 1. The
new sheriff was sworn
in before several family
members, friends and col-
leagues Dec. 31.

Koochiching County Auditor/Treasurer Bob
Peterson, left, swears in Perryn Hedlund, the
county’s newly-elected sheriff, Dec. 31.

NEW YEAR, FAMILIAR FACES
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STAFF PHOTO BY SPENSER BICKETT
Koochiching County commissioners, from the left, Rob Ecklund,
Kevin Adee and Wade Pavleck are sworn in during Tuesday’s county
board meeting, the first of 2015. All three members won reelection

bids in November’s general election.

This year expected to have
better gas prices than 2014

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Average retail gasoline
prices in Minnesota have
fallen 13.8 cents in the past
week, averaging $2.01 per
gallon Sunday, according
to GasBuddy’s daily survey
of 2,856 gas outlets in Min-
nesota. This compares with
the national average that
has decreased 7.7 cents in
the last week to $2.28 per
gallon, according to gaso-
line price website Minne-
sotaGasPrices.com.

Regular gas prices in In-
ternational Falls averaged
$1.89 this week.

Including the change in
gas prices in Minnesota
during the past week, pric-

es Sunday were 122.1 cents
per gallon lower compared
to the same day one year
ago and are 57.6 cents per
gallon lower than a month
ago. The national average
has decreased 52.8 cents
per gallon during the last
month and stands 112.7
cents per gallon lower than
this day one year ago.

“As we’ve welcomed in
the new year, gas prices
have stayed at their bar-
gain basement levels in
most states, with just a
few seeing minor gas tax
increases,” said Patrick
DeHaan, senior petroleum
analyst with GasBuddy.
“2015 will be a far better
year at the pump than what

we saw in 2014, and motor-
ists will fare substantially
better, shelling out $96
billion less this year at the
gas pump with motorists in
most states seeing far more
$2 gas than $3 gas.”

“And while gasoline con-
sumers have been celebrat-
ing, diesel consumers have
been slowly joining the
party, with diesel prices
declining an average 44
cents per gallon in the last
month. And while the party
is nearing an end for fall-
ing gasoline prices, the
diesel price decline has
much catching up to do. I
see diesel prices declining
another 35-50 cents a gallon
nationally,” DeHaan noted.

Guess who’s Golden
Birthday is on the 8th?
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Love from your family and friends.
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HAND THERAPY

at Rainy Lake Medical Center
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Our experienced Occupational Therapists provide hand and upper
extremity rehabilitation. They work closely with referring physicians to
treat patients who require post-surgical and conservative rehabilitation.

Common hand conditions seen by
our Occupational Therapists include:

e [Fractures

o Lacerations and amputations

e Burns

o Surgical repairs of tendons and nerves
o Tendonitis

e Rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis
o Carpal tunnel syndrome

e Developmental Delays

RainydLake
MEDICAL CENTER

Therapy & Wellness Center
218-283-5420

GARAGE DOOR INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

Quality workmanship at affordable prices.
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Over 20 Years Experience e-mail: gaslingaragedoor@hotmail.com
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20% off Sportswear!

Men'’s, Women’s, & Children’s

carbhartt .
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