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Burning restrictions in
Koochiching start Monday

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Koochiching County is
among 11 counties in north-
ern Minnesota where burn-
ing restrictions will begin
Monday.

The additional counties
under restrictions reflect
increasing fire potential
as the snow recedes. With
the snow gone, the exposed
dead grass and brush can
light easily and spread fires
quickly.

Counties beginning re-
strictions on Monday in-
clude: Beltrami, Carlton,
northern Cass (entire
county is now under re-
strictions), Itasca, Kittson,
Koochiching, Lake of the
Woods, Marshall, Penning-
ton, Roseau, and southern
St. Louis (south of a line
running from Silica on the
west to Central Lakes and
Brimson on the east. The
exactline is atownshipline
between 55 and 56 north and
includes all of township 56).

The DNR will add the far
northeastern counties —
Cook, Lake, and northern
St. Louis — as conditions
warrant.

With the 11 northern Min-
nesota counties, there will
be 38 counties under spring
burningrestrictions. Burn-
ingrestrictions are already
in place for many central
Minnesota counties. Burn-
ing restrictions mean the
state will not give out burn-
ing permits for burning
brush or yard waste.

Debris burning is espe-
cially dangerous during
April and May when most
wildfires occur in Minne-
sota. The restrictions nor-

THE DEALS ARE

WARMIN G’
UP FAS

DNR Burn Restrictions

St. Louis Lake

Restrictions begin
April 14

Restrictions begin
April 21

Restrictions begin
April 28

Restrictions anticipated
after April 28

. Countylines

Olmsted| Winona

Nobles | Jackson | Martin

Faribault

Freeborn

4%
Mowe—r| Filmore | %

‘vo,,

Graphic by Nicole Bullock

mally last from four to six
weeks until sufficient green
vegetative growth occurs.

“The spring fire restric-
tions have resulted in a
dramatic decrease in both
the numbers and sizes of
accidental fires,” said Ron
Stoffel, DNR wildfire sup-
pression supervisor.

The DNR advises that
even though a county is
not currently under spring
burning restrictions, resi-
dents can’t be ensured they
may conduct open burning.
Local DNR forestry areas
monitor conditions and are
able to turn off burning
permits in individual coun-
ties whenever conditions
warrant. This could occur
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if there is a dry, windy day
where fires could start eas-
ily and burn quickly, Stoffel
said.

Many local areas, coun-
ties or municipalities have
specific regulations or re-
strictions that affect burn-
ing operations. Check with
local authorities to obtain
proper permits before burn-
ing.

Campfires are still al-
lowed. Clear an area around
the campfire, watch it con-
tinuously and make sure it
is out and cold to the touch
before leaving.

Fire conditions may
change quickly. Find more
information and maps, and
check fire conditions online.
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INTERNATIONAL FALL

S SCHOOL BOARD

Interviews, cuts set for Monday

BY EMILY GEDDE
Staff Writer

Members of the Inter-
national Falls School
Board appear to have a
busy night ahead of them
Monday.

In addition to conduct-
ing interviews for su-
perintendent candidates,
the board will also make
final decisions on areas to
make cost adjustments for
the district.

The interviews and
special meeting will be
held in thelibrary at Falls
High School.

Gwen Carman will
be first to interview at
3:45 p.m., followed by Kev-
in Grover at 4:30 p.m.,
and Beth Shermoen at
5:15 p.m. Interviews are
open to the public. Super-
intendent Nordy Nelson
stressed that people who
sit in on the interviews
are discouraged from
coming and going.

“We don’t want to dis-
rupt the process,” he said.

At 6 p.m., the board
will make its final deci-

sions on cost adjustments.

The process of mak-
ing certain cuts began
in November due to the
district’s declining en-
rollment. Rather than
dip into its general fund,
or savings account, the
board took into consider-
ation a number of areas
appropriate for reduc-
tions.

When the process be-
gan, however, the board
set its goal at saving
$500,000 based on a 70-stu-
dent drop since May 31,
2013. Monday, however,
that goal will be revised
to $630,000 based on an
86-student drop.

Nelson said the addi-
tional loss of students was
unexpected.

“] didn’t expect so
many to be leaving dur-
ing the school year,” he
told The Journal. “It has
created some issues.”

The superintendent
said the district is also
aware of about 15 addi-
tional children who will
beleaving with their fam-
ilies during the summer.

To date, the board has
made a few adjustments
including offering early
retirement to eligible
teachers to save $430,000,
and removingthelibrary
media position to save
$50,000. Monday, the
board will consider the
following:

mContract out the
yearbook for a savings of
$8,600.

H Keep the community
education secretary at a
half-time position to save
$18,000.

m Drop remedial sev-
enth and eighth grade
classes to save $42,000.

® Delay the phy-ed cur-
riculum cycle one year to
save $75,000.

® Reduce the dean of
students position to half-
time to save $38,000.

® Non-renewal of Alex
Ringhofer’s teaching con-
tract to save $43,214.

An agenda for the spe-
cial meeting notes final
decisions for the positions
of the dean of students
and Ringhofer will be
decided in May.

VNP represented at expo this weekend

Visitors to the Midwest
Mountaineering Outdoor
Adventure Expo this
weekend in Minneapolis
can visit a book about
the nation’s 36th national
park — Voyageurs Na-
tional Park.

Midwest Mountaineer-
ing Expo, which runs Fri-
day through Sunday, plays
host to more than 85 out-
door adventure exhibitors,

100 free presentations,
a canoe and kayak auc-
tion, social night, games
for kids, and a canoe and
kayak demonstration. Ad-
mission to the expois free.

In addition, VNP Rang-
er Lisa Maass will present
the talk “Secrets to Voya-
geurs National Park, at
1 p.m. Saturday. The talk
will discuss how Voya-
geurs “is a secret gem

in the crown of north-
ern Minnesota,” said a
news release. “Hidden on
the Canadian border, the
scenic north woods and
ancient rocks provide a
remote getaway for those
willing to make the trip.
Join park ranger and bio-
logical technician Lisa
Maass as she shares some
undiscovered gold in your
national park.”
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