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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan  (TEMPORARY)
Gerald W. Heaney Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse
515 West First Street, Room 235
Duluth, MN 55802
218-464-5095, 5096, 5097 and 
5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:

1200 Washington Avenue
South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contribut-

ing to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is where 
meaningful community discussions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters 
may be edited. Letters must be signed and include the telephone 
number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city 
address will  be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International 
Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail to laurel@ifalls-
journal.com.

While the price of gas 
can change, the needs of 
Minnesotans stay the same. 
People still need to get to 
work, businesses still need to 
transport their goods to market 
and farmers still depend on 
diesel fuels to harvest their 
crops.

Volatile swings in gas prices 
put Minnesota’s prosperity 
at risk. The effects are far-
reaching, impacting family 
budgets and business’s bottom 
line and placing a hurdle 
in front of our recovering 
economy.

This spring Minnesota saw 
the price of gas jump 40 cents 
in one week and climb to a 
record $4.27 a gallon, a full 
65 cents above the national 
average. While prices have 
since dropped from those sky-
high levels, action is needed to 
prevent the next spike in gas 
prices.

We now know what caused 
the increased gas prices this 
May, and it wasn’t the usual 
suspects. It wasn’t movement 
in the price of crude oil, it 
wasn’t turmoil in the Middle 
East, and it wasn’t a natural 
disaster. Instead, the culprit 
was simultaneous maintenance 
on several refineries that 
serve the Upper Midwest. This 
caused a gasoline shortage in 
the region and drove the price 
in Minnesota to the highest in 
the nation. 

While refineries must 
perform necessary upgrades 
to protect worker safety and 
repair equipment, there is no 
reason routine maintenance 
should result in a major 
gasoline shortage that puts 
Minnesota’s economy in 
jeopardy.

That’s why, in addition to 
contacting the oil companies 
to seek immediate relief last 
May, I introduced legislation to 

address the refinery closure 
issue. My bipartisan bill would 
require refineries to report 
to the Energy Information 
Administration any scheduled 
maintenance that might bring 
their operations off line and 
require refineries to give 
immediate notification of any 
unplanned outages.

This information can serve 
as an early warning system 
to protect consumers from 
production problems within the 
refinery industry. With more 
transparency and more lead 
time, the Energy Information 
Administration can work to 
make sure scheduled refinery 
shutdowns don’t send gas 
prices skyrocketing.

The bill would also ask the 
Secretary of Energy to look 
at the potential for additional 
refined fuel storage capacity 
in our region. Minnesota 
has less storage capacity for 
refined products than other 
parts of the country, making 
us more vulnerable to the 
kinds of refinery outages we’ve 
experienced this year, both 
planned and unplanned.

The recent price spike 
highlights the stubborn 
problem of our country’s 
reliance on foreign oil. We have 
made strides in recent years 
reducing our dependency on 
foreign liquid fuels from 60 

percent to 40 percent in large 
part because of increased 
production in North Dakota 
as well as better gas mileage 
vehicles and an increased use 
of homegrown biofuels, yet 
people and businesses are still 
clearly vulnerable to increases 
in gas prices.

In addition to the refinery 
issue, we also need to crack 
down on the out-of-control oil 
speculation on Wall Street. 
We can attribute an average 
of 56 cents per gallon increase 
in gas prices to excessive oil 
speculation. I am committed 
to pushing regulators to hold 
these oil speculators’ feet to 
the fire and help give families 
some relief at the pump.

Most importantly, America 
needs an all-of-the-above 
energy agenda. One that 
continues to support domestic 
drilling in places like North 
Dakota, works to develop the 
next generation of biofuels 
and other alternative energy 
sources, and maximizes every 
gallon of gas through more fuel 
efficient vehicles on the road. 
Through these innovations, 
we can increase our energy 
independence and restart 
the economic engine that 
has always kept our country 
moving forward.

In many ways, the spike 
in gas prices this spring was 
déjà-vu all over again. It is 
time to break that cycle and 
get serious about developing 
long-term energy solutions that 
will strengthen our economy 
and build the next generation 
of energy innovation.

Klobuchar serves on 
the Senate Agriculture, 
Commerce, Judiciary and 
Rules Committees, and 
is the Senate Chair of the 
Joint Economic Committee. 
She also serves on the 
President’s Export Council.

GUEST COLUMN

Preventing the next spike in gas prices

Amy

KLOBUCHAR

STATE EFFORTS TO KEEP 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 

OUT OF WATERWAYS ARE 
WORTHWHILE

The steps were ingrained in us 
years ago. You take that expired 
bottle of pills and flush it down the 
toilet, or you twist the cap tightly 
and toss it into the garbage.

But those ways are as outdated 
as are the days of science teach-
ers pouring out a cap full of 
mercury on a desk for students 
to touch and watch how it breaks 
up into silvery beads.

The purpose of a new state 
grant program is to educate 
people about today’s more envi-
ronmentally friendly methods 
of disposing of pharmaceuticals. 
The Department of Health plans 
to distribute $100,000 a year to 
local organizations with the 
funding coming through the 
Minnesota Clean Water Fund.

It will be money well spent if 
it means our waterways will con-
tain fewer chemicals. The Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency 

released a report last spring that 
highlighted how common chemi-
cals are in our water. Scientists 
studied 50 lakes across Minne-
sota chosen at random and tested 
them for 127 compounds. All but 
three tested positive with one or 
more chemicals.

County health department of-
ficials from around the state told 
Minnesota Public Radio News 
that they’ve sent mixed messag-
es to the public in the past about 
proper drug disposal methods. 
‘‘We’ve encouraged people, for 
example, to dispose of their 
prescription drugs by flushing 
them down the toilet or putting 
them in a sealed container and 
disposing of them in their regu-
lar garbage and then they get put 
into landfill because those were 
the techniques we had available 
at that point in time,’’ said Diane 
Thorson, public health director 
for Otter Tail County. A grant to 
that county will be used to teach 
county residents differently.

In this area we are lucky to 

have convenient drop-off sites 
for old or unused drugs. The 
collected drugs are incinerated. 
Both the Blue Earth County 
Justice Center and the Mankato 
Public Safety Center have drop-
offs. In Nicollet County, there is 
a drop-off at the sheriff’s office 
in the county government center.

But having the drop-offs and 
using the drop-offs are two dif-
ferent things. The drop-off sites 
have been well-used, but surely 
there are people who either still 
don’t know about them or don’t 
bother using them. More educa-
tion and constant education are 
key to making sure as many 
people as possible are aware of 
the drop-offs and of the benefits 
of not tossing drugs into water 
systems or landfills.

If the new grant program will 
help spread the word evenly 
across the state, the proper dis-
posal of prescription drugs will 
benefit all Minnesotans. 

The Free Press of Manka-
to, July 22, 2013

WHAT OTHERS SAY

The termination of 265 jobs 
at the Boise Inc. paper mill here 
is unfortunate for the entire 
community.

That said, we are fortunate 
that a variety of responses 
intended to help the community 
address the loss of jobs and 
income spent here are being put 
in place.

Sub-teams created from 
community meetings held by 
a Greater International Falls 
Economic Response Team 
are meeting, mill officials 
and members of the team are 
sharing information, and 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
meetings for the displaced mill 
workers are scheduled for next 
week.

Add to all this the attention 
we have gained from our 
elected state and federal leaders 
who have already stepped up to 
support our needs. U.S. Sens. Al 
Franken and Amy Klobuchar, 
as well as Congressman Rick 
Nolan, helped in the application 
to obtain Trade Adjust 
Assistance for the mill workers 
who will lose their positions.

And Nolan told The Journal 
that the TAA program directly 
benefits American workers who 
lose their jobs due to unfair 
competition from a foreign 
company that receives subsidies 
from its government. But, he 
said, “In the long term, we need 

to fix our trade policies.”
We agree and Boise mill 

officials last week noted some 
of the assistance they need 
to keep this mill competitive. 
We urge our state and federal 
leaders to take a look at the 
list of concerns, challenges 
and needs outlined in a report 
in this edition and begin to 
consider how to move forward.

At the same time, our state 
and federal leaders have 
pledged to do all they can to 
help this community diversify 
its economy and meet the 
immediate needs of people who 
will be impacted by the job 
reduction. As jobs are lost at 
the mill, we believe that other 
jobs that relied on the mill 
and the income spent in the 
community may also be at risk.

The larger team has set out 
as its mission to leverage all 
available resources to help the 
greater International Falls area 
recover from the work force 
reduction at the paper mill this 
year. That’s a great place to 
start.

This community’s response 
to the job reduction at the 
mill has been swift and well 
organized. With the help 
of our elected officials and 
leaders who have stepped up 
to serve, this community will 
not only survive, but again feel 
economic stability and growth.

OUR VIEW

A community 
response


