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Dolphins rally past Vikings 37—35, keep coach

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla.
(AP) — Miami Dolphins
owner Stephen Ross stood
on the sideline at the end
of Sunday’s wild victory
sharing a laugh with those
around him, his mind made
up regarding the direction
of the franchise.

He’s keeping his coach.

The Dolphins will sit out
the playoffs for the sixth
year in a row despite Sun-
day’s 37-35 victory over Min-
nesota, but afterward Ross
announced Joe Philbin will
return for a fourth season
as coach.

“We’re building some-
thing great here,” Ross said
in the locker room. “He’s the
right guy. ... I believe in this
team. I believe in the coach.”

Ross said his decision
wasn’t based on what hap-
pened Sunday, but the win
certainly helped the Dol-
phins’ mood after dismal
back-to-back losses spoiled
their playoff hopes.

Rookie Terrence Fede
blocked a punt for a safety
with 41 seconds left, and
Ryan Tannehill threw four
touchdown passes, the most
by a Dolphins quarterback
since Dan Marino in 1998.
Miami outscored the Vi-
kings 23-18 in a bizarre
fourth quarter.

Both teams went into the
game playing for pride rath-
er than a postseason berth.
The Dolphins improved to
8-7 and have a shot at their
first winning season since
2008.

Philbin has a year left on
his contract and a career
record of 23-24.

“I want to compete for
championships while I'm
the head coach of the Miami
Dolphins,” Philbin said.
“It’s disappointing we’re
not in it.”
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Players said they were
pleased to learn Philbin will
be back in 2015.

“That’s exciting news for
me, and I think everyone on
the team,” Tannehill said.
“We believe in coach Phil-
bin and the program he has
and everything he has set
in place.”

The Vikings, who have
been out of the playoff race
since Thanksgiving, fell to
6-9 under first-year coach
Mike Zimmer. They blew a
14-point lead to lose for the
second week in a row.

“We made too many mis-

Two Mighty Mustangs
qualify for state meet
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The Mighty Mustangs
competed in their first
wrestling meet of the
season at Sunday’s MN/
USA qualifying event in
St. Francis, where two of
them finished in the top
two and qualified for the
state meet.

Hudson Mann, who com-
peted in the intermediate
class at 106-115 pounds,
placed first after winning
two of his three matches
with a pair of first-round
pins.

Charlie Bannert, who
wrestled in the bantam
class at 46-50 pounds, won
two of his three matches
with a 12-4 decision and a

second-round pin to finish
second.

Mann and Bannert re-
ceived trophies for their
top-two finishes and also
qualify for the MN/USA
state tournament that will
be held March 6-8 in Roch-
ester.

Two other Mighty Mus-
tangs won a match at Sat-
urday’s MN/USA quali-
fying event, but didn’t
qualify for state.

Kyan Swanson, who
wrestled in the bantam
class at 51-54 pounds,
placed third after winning
amatch on a technical fall
and losing two others on
decisions.

Kalvan Silvers, who
wrestled in the bantam
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takes and penalties in cru-
cial situations,” Zimmer
said. “All of the things I've
been trying to preach for 11
months, we didn’t do today.”
The Dolphins overcame
a 14-0 deficit, and trailed
again after giving up 15
points in an 11-second span
in the fourth quarter.
Tannehill then drove Mi-
ami 80 yards and hit Damien
Williams for a 3-yard score
with 1:11 left to make it
35-35. Minnesota failed to
pick up a first down, and
after the fourth-down snap
bounced to punter Jeff

Locke, Fede blocked the
kick out of the end zone for
the game-winner.

“I didn’t know where the
ball went,” Fede said. “I was
looking for it in the sky.
Then I saw it land in the
stands, and I knew it was
two points.”

Tannehill went 35 for 47
for 396 yards, and directed
an offense that totaled 36
first downs and 493 yards.
He shook off a costly inter-
ception and two sacks and
was knocked down at least
eight other times.

Mike Wallace caught
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From left, Mighty Mustang wrestlers Hudson
Mann and Charlie Bannert hold trophies they
won for placing first and second, respectively,
at Sunday’s MN/USA qualifying event in St.
Francis. They both have qualified for the MN/
USA state tournament being held March 6-8 in

Rochester.

class at 45 pounds and onatechnicalfall and lost
under, also won one match two others on decisions.
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THE ENDLESS POOL® HAS A SMOOTH,
ADJUSTABLE CURRENT FOR SWIMMING,
EXERCISE, REHAB, AND FAMILY FUN.

Phone 218-373-2695

| 12 Shorewood Drive,
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KARAOKE NIGHT

Every Friday and Saturday
9:00 pm at Timberpins!

Come show off your talent with King i
of the Road Entertainment as DJ!

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 3t
3PM-CLOSE!!

4Ky

shop drawings
up to 38" wide.
No seams.

Laminate...

Maps, posters and

Also, we can mount documents §#
onto 3/16" or 3/8" foam core.
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From right, Dolphins quarterback Ryan Tennehill (17) scrambles with the football while being pursued
by Vikings defensive end Everson Griffen (97), who runs past Dolphins offensive tackle Ja’Wuan James
(70) in Sunday’s game at Sun Life Stadium.

touchdown passes of 16 and
7 yards and has 10 scores
this year.

Vikings rookie Teddy
Bridgewater, playing in his
hometown, was efficient but
not as prolific as Tannehill.
He went 19 for 25 for 259
yards and two scores, and
said he’s braced for teasing
from friends and family
about the outcome.

“I'm pretty sure I won’t
hear the end of it in the off-
season,” he said. “We just
made too many mistakes.”

The Vikings trailed 28-
20 but drove 59 yards for a

touchdown and made the
2-point conversion with 4:46
to go. On the ensuing kick-
off they recovered Jarvis
Landry’s fumble at the 5,
and Matt Asiata ran for the
go-ahead touchdown.

Miami regrouped, and
its tying drive was aided
by a pass interference pen-
alty on Xavier Rhodes on
third-and-14. Rookie Wil-
liams scored his first career
touchdown on the next play.

Safety Harrison Smith set
up a TD when he blitzed and
intercepted Tannehill’s pass
at point-blank range deep
in Miami territory. Three
plays later, Bridgewater led
Greg Jennings perfectly for
a 21-yard score and a 14-0
lead.

But the Vikings, who
squandered a two-touch-
down cushion in a loss at
Detroit last week, couldn’t
hold their leads against
Miami, either. Lamar
Miller’s 1-yard plunge on
third down at the start of
the fourth quarter put the
Dolphins ahead for the first
time.

“We weathered the
storm,” Miami corner-
back Cortland Finnegan
said. “The football gods
were smiling down on us.
You've just got to keep play-
ing through the ups and
downs.”

Notes: Vikings LB Chad
Greenway hurt his knee in
the first half. He was play-
ing following the death of
his father during the week.
... Dolphins DE Derrick
Shelby had an interception
but hurt his ankle in the
third quarter. ... Miami’s
Jarvis Landry broke Terry
Kirby’s team record for
receptions by a rookie with

.. The Vikings haven’t
won in Miami since 1976.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Hedtke 2nd at Frazee
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Five wrestlers from In-
ternational Falls competed
Saturday at a junior varsity
jamboree in Frazee where
more than 12 teams partici-
pated.

The Broncos’ top finish
came from sophomore Nick
Hedtke, who placed second
wrestling at 182 pounds.

Freshman Devin Lehm-

ann wrestled at 160 pounds
and finished third.

The Falls had two wres-
tlers compete at 138 pounds,
freshman Gage Wherley and
eighth-grader Levi Cottrell,
who both placed fourth.

Broncos seventh-grader
London Rasmussen wres-
tled at 106 pounds and fin-
ished fourth.

Falls’ next meet is sched-
uled for Dec. 30 at Virginia.
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At top, the Broncos’ Nick Hedtke controls an opponent
at Saturday’s junior varsity jamboree in Frazee.
Hedtke wrestled at 182 pounds and placed second.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

Friday’s games
Girls basketball
I. Falls vs. Eveleth-Gilbert at

Esko Tournament, 2:45 p.m.

Saturday’s games

Girls basketball

I. Falls at Esko Tournament,
TBA

Boys swimming/diving

I. Falls hosting invitational,
10 a.m.

MESOTHELIOMA

LUNG CANCER

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with
Mesothelioma, Lung Cancer or any other asbestos related
disease contact us for a confidential review of your rights.
There are strict time limits in which to bring these claims.
Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP has been representing Minnesota
asbestos victims for over 20 years. We are one of only two
Minnesota law firms that regularly litigate asbestos cases.

Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP Law Office

345 6™ Avenue

Int’l Falls, MN 56649
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