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www.oxifresh.com

√ SAFE FOR CHILDREN & PETS

√ Pet Odor & Stain Removal Experts

√ Fast One-Hour Dry Time

THE WORLD’S

GREENEST CARPET

CLEANER

2 ROOMS

CLEANED

$68
No Hidden Fees.

A $10 service charge will apply.

WHOLE HOUSE CARPET

CLEANING

$146
No Hidden Fees.

A $10 service charge will apply.

UPHOLSTERY

SPECIAL

$158
No Hidden Fees.

A $10 service charge will apply.

CODE: FJ0113 CODE: FJ0113 CODE: FJ0113

Includes Sofa, Loveseat, ChairIncludes 5 Rooms

Exp. 9/13Exp. 9/13 Exp. 9/13

Schedule your appointment online at

FREE Bottle of

Oxi Fresh

Spot Remover

Gift Certificates

Available√

218-283-2481
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Mon. 6:30 pm - Whist

Wed. 6:30 pm - Gin

Sat. 2:00 pm - Cribbage
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RENT OUR BANQUET ROOM FOR A GREAT RATE!

Friday & Saturday

VFW Post
Members & Guests
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Summer Bingo
Every Tuesday!

August 2 & 3

‘‘Karaoke’’
with Larry Stringer FRIDAY & SATURDAY

DINNER FEATURE

Dine Daily ~ 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
www.thunderbirdrainylake.com

Thunderbird Lodge
~ ON FABULOUS RAINY LAKE ~

10 miles east of Int'l Falls on Hwy. 11

218-286-3151

Steak Florentine
12 oz. New York Strip steak with spinach stuffing

topped with mornaise sauce & mozzarella

cheese. Served with pasta & vegetable.

Join us every

Wednesday for BBQ Ribs.

MANKATO (AP) — Des-
mond Bishop forgot for 
a moment the new team-
mates he’s meeting, the 
new ter mi nolog y he’s 
learning and the new envi-
ronment he’s adjusting to.

That first practice with 
the Minnesota Vikings was 
satisfying simply for what 
it was. This linebacker was 
finally playing football 
again, his helmet buckled 
and his heart full.

‘’I felt like a kid in a can-
dy store out there,’’ Bishop 
said, following the first 
workout of training camp. 
‘’It’s been almost a year 
since I lined up and just 
got in my stance and lis-
tened to the quarterback’s 
cadence and called plays 
and covered somebody. So 
it’s been a long time for me. 
I had so much fun.’’

Bishop’s transition from 
Green Bay’s 3-4 defense to 
the 4-3 scheme here, as well 
as his condition coming off 
the torn right hamstring 
that kept him out all of last 
season, will be among the 
most scrutinized develop-
ments of the year for Min-
nesota. He acknowledged 
the challenge of mastering 
so much information at 
once, having just joined the 
Vikings last month after 
offseason practices were 
finished. But the 29-year-
old brushed off any con-
cerns about being out of 
position or out of shape.

The 4-3? He played in 
that alignment his whole 
career until the Packers 
switched in 2009.

‘’Football is football,’’ 
Bishop said.

His hamstring? He’s 
been running full speed 
for more than two months, 
even though he didn’t take 
part in any on-field work-
outs with Green Bay before 
being let go.

‘’I tested it as much as 
I possibly could. I’m 110 
percent positive that it will 
hold up. So I have no fear. 
No limitations,’’ Bishop 
said.

The easily taken-for-
granted experience of put-
ting on the pads again is 
what’s on his mind. Beat-
ing the Packers, his former 
employer and now fierce 
rival, well, even that can 
wait.

‘’Maybe some games 
will be more important, 
honestly speaking, but I 
really circled every game. 
I’m that eager to play. To 
miss a whole year, I’m just 
excited to get back,’’ Bishop 
said.

The Vikings are set at the 
strong side spot with Chad 
Greenway, who’s starting 
his eighth season. Erin 
Henderson was moved to 
the middle this spring after 
free agency and the draft 
didn’t yield a starting-
caliber replacement there 
for Jasper Brinkley. So that 
left an opening at Hender-
son’s prior position, the 

weak side. 
Bishop has 
been rotat-
i n g  t her e 
with veter-
an Marvin 
M i t c h e l l 
and rookie 
G e r a l d 
Hodges, but 
that doesn’t 
me a n  it ’s 
not his job to lose.

‘’He was a very good 
blitzer. He has some good 
athletic ability, and that’s 
what we try to find in our 
outside backer guys,’’ coach 
Leslie Frazier said. ‘’And 
the ability to win one-on-
one against halfbacks and 
fullbacks, but yet they’re 
good in coverage as well 
and they can take on lead 
blockers. And he’s shown 
that he can do that.’’

Henderson approached 
Bishop on Friday after-
noon as the newbie spoke 
to reporters about his first 
practice with the Vikings, 
putting his arm around his 
new teammate.

‘’We’re probably going 
to be best friends before 
it’s all said and done,’’ Hen-
derson interrupted, before 
walking away.

Bishop had a built-in 
kinship already here with 
wide receiver Greg Jen-
nings, the other free agent 
this season to leave the 
Packers for the Vikings. 
They’re rooming together 
during training camp.

‘’We’re definitely going 
to get closer as just team-
mates and as young men,’’ 
Jennings said. ‘’What he 
brings to the table is some-
thing we need. He’s a guy 
who has experience. He 
knows how to do things. 
He knows how to go about 
winning. He’s experienced 
winning. But at the same 
time, he’s had to work to 
get everything that he’s 
had. Nothing has been 
handed to him. He’s had to 
work for everything he’s 
accomplished. So he knows 
how to go out and get what 
he wants.’’

Jennings was drafted by 
Green Bay in 2006, Bishop 
in 2007.

‘’He’s definitely a good 
player. But his character, 
I think the way he moti-
vates, the way he talks, a 
man of God, he’s a power-
ful figure off the field. 
That means a lot,’’ Bishop 
said.

Naturally, with all they 
have to learn here and 
focus on, the conversation 
at times will drift into 
comparing and contrast-
ing this camp at Minnesota 
State University with the 
one they left behind in 
Wisconsin. But the less 
they think about their time 
with the Packers, the bet-
ter they’ll be in position to 
succeed in purple.

‘’This is where we are,’’ 
Jennings said. ‘’We’re both 
excited about it.’’

Vikings LB Bishop ‘a kid 
in a candy store’ at camp

Desmond 
Bishop

and defeated Grand Rapids, 
10-3.

The game was tied at 3-3 
before the Falls added three 
runs in the bottom of the 
fifth and four more in the 
sixth.

“We really started to hit 
the baseball there toward 
the end,” Walls said. “We 
had a couple big hits. Kulig 

had a huge hit and Clay 
Bergstrom, too.”

Kulig broke the tie in the 
bottom of the fifth when he 
doubled to drive in two runs, 
after which Bergstrom sin-
gled to drive in another run.

The Falls sent 10 batters 
to the plate in the sixth in-
ning when Rapids starter 
Kyle Stram left the mound 
and was relieved by Jake 
Warren.

Bergstrom ended up with 
three hits and drove in three 

runs for the Falls.
Wyatt Ulrich recorded 

the complete-game pitching 
victory, allowing the three 
runs on four hits with three 
hit batters while striking 
out nine.

“Anytime you can come 
to a tournament and beat 
Hermantown and Grand 
Rapids in the same day, 
that’s pretty darn good,” 
Walls said.

The Falls advanced to 
the winners’ bracket game 

Monday at Legion Field in 
Grand Rapids to face Esko, 
which opened the tourna-
ment Saturday with wins 
over Hibbing and Duluth 
East.

I. Falls 8, Herm. 0

Herm.  0-0-0  0-0-0 0 — 0 2 4

I. Falls  0-0-1  0-4-3 X — 8 6 0

WP—Ben Humbert

I. Falls 10, G. Rapids 3

G. Rapids  2-0-0  0-1-0 0 —  3  4  2

I. Falls  1-0-0  2-3-4 X — 10 14 1

WP—Wyatt Ulrich
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STAFF PHOTOS BY KEVIN BONESKE

From left, Grand Rapids’ John Baker dives back to fi rst base to beat the throw to Falls’ Jack Bartkowski 
in Saturday’s District 8 VFW Tournament game at Portage Park in Cohasset.

At left, the Falls VFW’s Jake Kulig crosses home 
plate to score in Saturday’s District 8 Tournament 
game against Grand Rapids. Kulig doubled to drive 
in two runs in Falls’ 10-3 victory at Portage Park in 
Cohasset.

The Falls VFW’s Wyatt Ulrich delivers a pitch in 
Saturday’s District 8 Tournament game against 
Grand Rapids. Ulrich scattered four hits in Falls’ 
10-3 victory at Portage Park in Cohasset.

At left, the Falls VFW’s Jackson Vollom tags Hermantown’s Blake Bergquist (13) at second base in Saturday’s 
opening-round district tournament game at Legion Field in Grand Rapids.
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