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Head-over-heels romantics
should come back to earth

DEAR ABBY: I have
been single for a couple of
years. I have always been
levelheaded when it comes
toromance, but I'm finding
myselfunable to control my
feelings about the new man
I’'m seeing.

“Brent” is smart, intel-
ligent, sweet and loving.
We have been dating for a
little over a week and he has
already given me keysto his
place. (I have a roommate,
or I would have given him
my keys, too!)

I love him. He loves me.
I am so happy. I feel calm
and confident about how
we’re progressing. This is
a first for me. I know it’s
unusually fast, but my par-
ents got married six weeks
after they met, and they’re
still happy together after
37 years.

Love at first sight israre,
but I think this is it. Your
thoughts? — WOWED IN
NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR WOWED: I'm
glad for your parents, but
because they married six
weeks after they met does
not mean you must repeat
history. Right now, you and
Brent appear to be caught
up in a whirl of endorphins
and adrenaline. Because
you asked for my thoughts
I’ll share them: Slow down
until both of you have your
feet back on the ground
because that ishow solid re-
lationships are built. Your
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folks were an exception to
the rule. If you don’t believe
me, ask them.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
62-year-old male. My prob-
lem is I have never been
married, and when I go on
dates, women always want
to know why I'm still single.

Thereasons are financial
and also that I'm allergic to
cats. (A lot of women own
cats.) I have never made
much money, and Ilive with
my mother. I can’t afford to
move out, and even when
I had a place of my own,
it didn’t make much dif-
ference. I'd like to be mar-
ried, but this has become
a catch-22. No one wants to
marry me because I have
never been married.

I have looked this issue
up online and it is a huge
problem; women definitely
discriminate against never-
married men. Sometimes I
wonder if I should lie and
say I'm a widower. What
can I say to women who

interrogate me about this?
— SEARCHING FOR A
MATE IN SAN DIEGO

DEAR SEARCHING: If
you lie about the fact that
you’re a lifelong bachelor,
at some point the truth will
come out and your credibil-
ity will be shot. That’s why
I’'m advising you to tell the
truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth.

Your marital status is
nothing to be ashamed of.
Not everyone is meant to be
married. You say you are 62
and live with your mother
because you can’t afford
to live on your own. Has it
occurred to you that you
might not be able to afford
being married?

Also, marriage is a big
adjustment for anyone -
male or female. There is
no guarantee that a person
who has become set in his
or her ways can success-
fully make that transition.
This is not to say that you
shouldn’t have companion-
ship, but you don’t need
a wife for that. A good
friend - or several — could
provide it.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-

: 39 /7[2]8]5]1 4 6
(®) day’s puzzle will |45 6lo 7 135 2
be published in |2/1/5]4 6 3|8 7 9
7 Saturday’s paper. |63 9|8 1/4|7 25
Or you can go to [5/2/1]6/3/7(9/8 4
3 5 8 www.sudoku.com H—=3159 24613
. . 96 2[75 8[43 1
tofind the solution. |75 4152 5l5 9 8
5 8 3 8 53|14 9|26 7
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CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
How do you know how
others will react to your re-
quests if you never drum up
the courage to ask, Cancer?
Let your feelings be known
this week and take a risk.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, enjoy an upcoming
reunion with a friend you
haven’t seen in some time.
Make the most of this oppor-
tunity to catch up and recall
old times.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you have much-
needed rest and relaxation
coming your way. Let loose
this week and enjoy the free-
dom. Enlist others to join in
the fun.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
Libra, an opportunity to
jump on the career path you
always had in mind for your-
self is about to present itself.
Doeverything in your power
to make the job yours.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, distractions are
all around you and you find
it difficult to stay focused
on one thing at a time. Try
separating yourself from all
external stimulation for a
few days.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Something inspires you to
give a relationship another
chance, Sagittarius. Maybe it
was the lyrics to a song or a
segment on a television show,
but you are moved to action.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Obligations at home could
temporarily stall work plans,
Capricorn. Fortunately, you
have understanding bosses
who are willing to give you
the time you need.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, your friends
are great sources of uncon-
ditional support. Lean on
them for advice as you make
an important decision in the
coming weeks.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, try some things
that fall outside of your com-
fort zone. The adventure will
recharge your batteries and
may prove inspiring.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 17
Donnie Wahlberg, Actor/
Singer (45)

AUGUST 18
Frances Bean Cobain, Art-
ist (22)

AUGUST 19
Christina Perri, Singer (28)

AUGUST 20
Amy Adams, Actress (40)

AUGUST 21
Kacey Musgraves, Singer (26)

AUGUST 22
Giada DeLaurentiis, Chef (44)

AUGUST 23
Shelley Long, Actress (65)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iISLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE
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K’Y SKFKJU DE LWT ANOEJQ

YO KJIEYN GMWG XN YWO

WSYEDG AN

SKFKIJU

IPYYKJUD

Previous Cryptoquote: REPENTANCE IS NOT SO MUCH
REMORSE FOR WHAT WE HAVE DONE AS THE FEAR OF
THE CONSEQUENCES. - Rochefoucauld
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