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All faiths or beliefs are welcome.

A ll in one place.

Continuum of care living can give you the

reassurance of knowing that whatever the future

brings, you may never have to leave behind the life

you’ve created and the friends you’ve made.

To learn more about our services,

from home care to senior living to

skilled nursing, call (218) 283-8313. I WANT YOUR

Unwanted or broken

gold & silver jewelry.

Come on in and see Rob today!

283-4701 324 3rd St., Int’l Falls

Celebrating 30Years!

Noon, Thursday, Sept. 26
Public Luncheon at AmericInn

$9 Inclusive

RSVP Falls Chamber: 283-9400;

chamber@intlfalls.org

PRESENTATION:
Hear an overview of the major transmission line which will be cut through

northern Minnesota’s back yard: The Great Northern Transmission

Line; as well as other current Minnesota Power and Allete projects.

Hear also, the latest conservation opportunities in this area. These

featured speakers as well as Doug King and Tonya Loken will be on

hand to answer questions directly related to energy in our community!
CITY OF

INTERNATIONAL FALLS

Featuring From Minnesota Power:

DAVE LEVEILLE,
General Manager Energy Pricing

TIM GALLAGHER &
CRAIG KEDROWSKI,
Energy Efficiency Analysts

ChamberChamber
283-9400www.ifallschamber.com

Have Lunch and Hear Information On

ENERGY COST SAVINGS FOR
YOUR BUSINESS AND HOME

Also Get the Facts on the
Great Northern Transmission Line

Members are invited to

North Star Electric Cooperative’s 73rd

Annual Meeting

on Friday, October 4th

at the Littlefork/Big Falls School

Dinner and Registration begin at 5pm

FREE Childcare available from 5:30 until adjournment of meeting

Entertainment by the Sloughgrass Band

Business Meeting from 6:00-8:00pm

which includes election of board members for

Districts 5 and 6

Have your energy questions answered

Prizes for all members plus 17 chances to win

energy bill credits ranging from $50 to $500

a total of $2,000 to be given away

FREE BUS SERVICE
Please call the office to reserve your seat
634-2202 or toll free at 888-634-2202

PellandWelding
Fabrication • Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

SawS • MowerS • TriMMerS

SuMMer Labor SaverS

7021P Lawn Mower

128LTrimmer

• 160 cc 4 HP

• 21 Inch cut

• Collect, mulch & side discharge

• 1.25-3.42 Cutting height

• Lightweight

• Smart Start® recoil assist and air purge for

easy starting

• Strong, braided wire cable drive

• Easy loading T25 bump

trimmer head

3122 Hwy. 332 • Int’l Falls, • MN (218) 285-7071
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

$28995
from

MSRP

$19995
from

MSRP

www.husqvarna.com

localnews

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The Littlefork-Big Falls 
School District is moving 
towards a transportation 
solution for its students.

The school board Wednes-
day directed Superinten-
dent Fred Seybert to con-
tinue to work with the dis-
trict’s attorney to establish 
a transportation contract 
between I.S.D # 362 and 
Reinke Bus Company from 
International Falls.

The contract process is 
still in the preliminary 
stages, Seybert said. The 
attorney is drafting a con-
tract, which will be pre-
sented to the school board 
and Reinke Bus Company 
for approval.

Reinke Bus Company 
would provide the buses 
and the drivers under the 
contract, he said. However, 
these wouldn’t be brand-
new buses and drivers. Re-
inke Bus Company would 
purchase the district’s exist-
ing buses, according to the 
proposal.

“They would hire the 
best drivers we have right 
now, that have worked for 
the district,” he said. “They 
don’t go out and hire new 
bus drivers, it’s the existing 
drivers.”

The advantages of out-
sourcing transportation, 
Seybert said, is saving mon-
ey for the district. As a “ball-
park figure,” he said the 
district should save about 

$140,000 per year under the 
five-year quote Reinke Bus 
Company proposed. There 
wasn’t a single factor that 
led the district toward out-
soucing transportation, he 
said, but containing trans-
portation costs was one of 
the bigger factors.

The company would pro-
vide daily transportation 
to and from school, as well 
as for any bands or other 
extracurricular activities, 
like sporting events, Sey-
bert said.

The contract would be-
gin as soon as it’s drafted 
and approved, Seybert said. 
However, he said student’s 
wouldn’t notice a difference 
in their busing when the 
contract begins.

L-BF finds bus solution
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Koochiching County has 
been included in a natural 
disaster designation by the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture.

A letter sent Wednesday 
by USDA Secretary Thomas 
J. Vilsack to Minnesota Gov. 
Mark Dayton said Koochich-
ing is listed among five other 

counties in designation No. 
1 of disaster designation for 
the combined effects of severe 
freezing and excessive snow 
followed by excessive rainfall 
and flooding that occurred 
from Jan. 1 through Aug. 2.

Lake of the Woods County 
is also included in the No. 
1 designation of primary 
counties along with Dodge, 
Freeborn, Mower, Olmsted 

and Steele counties.
The information about the 

declaration was forwarded to 
The Journal by 8th District 
Congressman Rick Nolan’s 
office.

The action was taken fol-
lowing a request on Aug. 26 
and 27 by the Minnesota State 
Executive Director of the 
Farm Service Agency, USDA, 
for primary county disaster 

designations for eight Min-
nesota counties, due to losses 
caused by several disasters 
that have occurred in 2013.

USDA reviewed the loss 
assessment reports and de-
termined that there were suf-
ficient production losses to 
warrant a secretarial natural 
disaster designation.

A secretarial disaster 
designation makes farm op-

erators in primary counties 
and those counties to such 
primary counties eligible to 
be considered for certain as-
sistance from FSA, provided 
eligibility requirements 
are met. This assistance 
includes FSA emergency 
loans.

Farmers in eligible coun-
ties have eight months from 
the date of a secretarial di-

saster declaration to apply for 
emergency loans. FSA con-
siders each emergency loan 
application on its own merits, 
taking into account the ex-
tent of production losses on 
the farm, and the security 
and repayment ability of the 
operator.

Local FSA offices can pro-
vide affected farmers with 
further information.

Local farmers may be eligible for disaster assistance
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Experts are saying that 
gas prices could be 20-25 
cents less as soon as Hal-
loween.

“While past performance 
is never an absolute indica-
tor of future price positions, 
a review of recent history 
gives us good reason to ex-

pect prices to fall between 
now and Halloween, by be-
tween 20-to-25 cents per gal-
lon,” says Patrick DeHaan, 
senior petroleum analyst, 
GasBuddy.

“When we looked at pric-
es from 9/19 through Oct. 
31 — for a five-year period 
— it became clear that the 
numbers were skewed be-

cause of the extraordinary 
plunge gas prices took in 
2008 when they moved from 
the record peak, $4.12, in 
July to the record low, $1.61, 
by year’s end. In 2008, the 
price from Sept. 19 to Oct. 
31 plummeted by $1.28 per 
gallon. We’re expecting a 
much tamer decrease this 
year,” he said.

From Sept 19 to Hallow-
een, the U.S. average price 
has fallen by an average of 
28 cents per gallon over the 
past five years. “But we’re 
leaning closer to the 10-year 
average, which is 23 cents 
per gallon,” DeHaan noted.

“Retail gas prices dur-
ing this period actually 
increased in 4 of the past 

10 years, but barring a hur-
ricane or sudden turbulence 
in the Middle East, we’re 
confident that most metro 
markets across the U.S. will 
see their prices fall in this 
20-to-25 cent range,” said 
Gregg Laskoski, another 
GasBuddy senior petroleum 
analyst.

GasBuddy operates more 

than 250 similar websites 
that track gasoline prices 
at more than 140,000 gaso-
line stations in the United 
States and Canada. In addi-
tion, GasBuddy offers a free 
smartphone app which has 
been downloaded over 25 
million times to help motor-
ists find the lowest gasoline 
prices in their area.

When it comes to gas prices, everybody’s asking: ‘How low can they go?’

VEEDER RECOGNIZED

STAFF PHOTO BY EMILY GEDDE

Falls Superintendent Nordy Nelson, left, recognizes district Safety 
Director Jeff Veeder Monday for his efforts in renovation projects 
at all three of the district’s schools. Nelson said the work done by 
Veeder “prolongs the use of the district’s buildings.”
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