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NEWS

Professor explores economic impact of water levels

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

Three Borderland water
resources are the focus of a
study about whether water
quality and changing water
levels play a role in attract-
ing people to the waters.

In theland of 10,000 lakes,
as Minnesota is known,
it makes sense that water
quality and changing lake
levels would have an effect
on a particular lake’s at-
tractiveness to tourists and
outdoor enthusiasts.

Focusing on Rainy and
Namakan lakes and Rainy
River, Patrick Welle, profes-
sor of economics at Bemidji
State University, is nearing
completion on the research
project to determine wheth-
er that intuition holds true.

Thelocal Convention and
Visitor Bureau has worked
with Welle since early this
year to assist in providing
participants and collect
data, said Pete Schultz, CVB
director.

“His study will be of value
to the CVB,” Schultz said.
“Also, it will be of value
to the industry advisory
group formed (by the local
watershed board) this year
to provide input on lake
level management that has
not always been considered
in the past. Certainly, in a
perfect world, we can regu-
late lake levels to the benefit
of all concerned.”

Faye Whitbeck, presi-
dent of the International
Falls Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said the study will
support the economic value
of the resources.

“Given that low or high
water so critically affects
our resorts and related
industry, the inclusion of
affected businesses in re-
search such as this is hope-
fully an acknowledgment

toward the economic impor-
tance of water levels in ar-
eas where so many depend
ontourism,” said Whitbeck.

Welle’s report will be
submitted for review at the
end of December before of-
ficially being submitted to
the International Joint Com-
mission in April of 2015.
The study

In 1938, the United States
and Canada signed the
Rainy Lake Convention,
which gave the Interna-
tional Joint Commission
the power to determine
when emergency conditions,
either high water or low
water, existed in the Rainy
Lake watershed, said a BSU
news release on the study.

The commission was also
given the power to adopt
measures related to the Ket-
tle Falls and International
Falls-Fort Frances dams
along the border between
Minnesota and Ontario. The
group conducted detailed
reviews of the region in
1949, 1957, 1970 and in 2000.

In 2009, the
group called
for a study of §
water levels
to be done in
preparation
for the next
scheduled re-
view in 2015.
“Under
previous
policies, the
commission had waited 30
years for these reviews,”
Welle said in the release.
“It wanted a more evidence-
based process than was
done in the past and has
specific goals for improve-
ment. This research will
help determine whether its
goals are being met.”
Welle’s research exam-
ines the impact of the com-
mission’s rule curves, tools
used by dam operators to
regulate water releases
and flows to surface waters
downstream from a dam,
are having on the region.
A curve may indicate that
a lake or river level may
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not fluctuate by more than
a certain number of feet
during a particular time
of year; water released by
the dam would then have to
be managed to keep water
levels within the allowable
range.

“The official order for
managing the dams wanted
to improve water levels
so resorts in shallow bays
could float boats for the
fishing opener,” Welle said.
“Some resorts said they
would miss the first two
weeks of the fishing season,
and othersreported missing
four or more weeks because
of low water.”

Beginning in April, Welle
and BSU students Jerry
Smith and Lauren Meckle
began compiling directories
of resorts in both northeast-

ern Minnesota and south-
ern Ontario which would
serve the basis for Welle’s
research.

Smith, a graduate student
in environmental studies
from Eau Claire, Wis., has
provided GIS support to
Welle’s research by mapping
hazardous spots for boat-
ing under different water
levels. Meckle, a senior in
environmental studies from
Hastings, Minn., will be us-
ing parts of the interviews
gathered this summer to
relate this work to other
research being done on the
region including water qual-
ity and fish habitats.

The group traveled to
the area this summer and
conducted 59 in-person in-
terviews with resort own-
ers, with some interviews

remaining to be completed
this fall.

This initial research has
found that the 2000 rule
curves led to improved con-
ditions at some resorts and
in some cases allowed boats
tobe on the water two to four
weeks earlier than had pre-
viously been possible.

In addition to Welle’s re-
search, the 2015 review of
the watershed will include
research into the impact wa-
ter levels have on shoreline
property, wild rice crops,
waterfowl nesting, mercury
levels in fish and the ability
of hydroelectric dams in the
areato generate power,among
a variety of other topics.

“There are a diversity of
perspectives on the chal-
lenges of high and low water
conditions,” Welle said.
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| am offering a $150 CASH REWARD for any information such
as lawsuits, legal correspondence, collection letters etc. you
may have received from a “CERTAIN LAWYER” practicing law in

International Falls, MN who represented any of the following clients:

1. Peterson Well Drilling of Virginia, MN.
2. Peterson Well Drilling of Mountain Home, MN.
3. Atty David Stall of Virginia, MN, representing Peterson Well Drilling

Your pertinent information will be rewarded immediately.
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COMMUNITY EVENT AND CALL TO ACTION
JOIN US FOR A FORWARD THINKING DISCUSSION

September 25, 2014 1 6:30 PM
Backus Community Center

BE PART OF DRIVING OUR FUTURE

You are invited to attend a public
community meeting to talk about our
area’s situation, what'’s already being done
and what needs to happen going forward.

* Provide your thoughts and ideas

* Presentations from Bemidji Leads
and Advance Hermantown to learn
what they have done to change
their situations

The meeting is open to anyone who has
an interest in helping move the community
forward. Please invite others you know in
the community who would be interested in
participating in this process.
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_ Mr. Pete Foundation
Legacy Award Celebration and Silent Auction

TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

10.11.2014 @ 5:00 PM
Lenards at the AmericInn
International Falls, Minnesota

Tickets are available for $30 online at:
www.mrpetefoundation.org/silent-auction

or forms are available at Falls Elementary School

Tickets must be purchased in advance and
will sell out, so act fast!

Silent Auction donations are needed and may be
dropped off at Falls Elementary School.

What is new in hearing aids?

Hearing aids have moved beyond mere amplifiers of sounds.
Gone are the passive “dumb” instruments. Now hearing aids
are capable of connecting with other devices such as mobile
phones, tablets, MP3 players, TVs and GPS devices. There
are advanced systems to reduce the wind noise, to listen on
the phone and to shift the audibility of high frequency sounds.
Most hearing aids now exchange data from ear to ear. The
hearing aids can use the 4 microphones to determine the
direction of the speech signal and both hearing aids can be
coordinated fo enhance the reception of the targeted speech.
These are not your Grandfather’s old hearing aids!

The advent of the digital hearing amplifiers and miniature
radio transmitters/receivers have made all these advanced
features possible. We have seen the “premium features” of
hearing aids manufactured a couple years ago become the
“standard features” in the current line of hearing aids. The
recent advancements in hearing aid technology come without
significant increases in the cost of the hearing aids. This
makes current hearing aids a great value.

We are here to provide the hearing solutions that will help
you live a fuller and more enjoyable life. | have over 30 years
of experience in helping people get more out of life through
better hearing. Call to schedule your hearing evaluation and
to start down the road to a fuller life.

Thursdays,
September 4, 11, 18, 25

ENAISSANCE

HEARING CENTERS, INC.

612 5™ St. NW, Bemidji 444-4444 or 1-800-414-5854
renaissancehearingcenters.com

Came Celelrate
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Irene Dugas - Peterson

Thursday, Oct. 2nd, 2014
2-5 p.m.

West Falls Estates Community Room

B
Mon.-Sat. $6.29 * Sunday $7.29

Mon.  Big Moose Skillet with hashbrowns
Tues.  Breakfast Sandwich with hashbrowns
! Wed.  French Toast w/eggs & sausage or bacon |
| Thurs. Blueberry Pancakes w/eggs & sausage 1
or bacon | l
\ Fri. Biscuits & Gravy w/eggs & hashbrowns I
‘f Sat. Cinnamon Swirl French Toast with i
f | ham & eggs |
& Sun. Blueberry Cream Cheese Crepes with
eggs & ham
i Dinner Specials
4 Mon.  Half Chicken Dinner $10.99
4 Tues.  Full Rack of BBQ Ribs $17.99
| Wed.  Pan Fried Walleye $14.99
§ Thurs. Mozzarella Girasole
‘ | w/Marinara Sauce $10.99
i Fri. Fishermen’s Catch $16.99
il Sat. Rib Eye Steak $17.99
{ Sun. Chicken Kiev $11.99

Canadian
Money at par!

¢ Hwy 53 & Memorial Drive - Open 6 a.m.-10 p.m.
218-283-8888 « chocolatemooserestaurant.com
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