A8 | August 28,2013

www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

OUR VIEW

Change for
the better

Borderland’s elementary
and high schools start classes
next week.

While students may not
believe it, back to school time
is a necessary and welcome
period for our community and
others.

Retailers get a boost as new
clothes and school supplies
are purchased and parents
know their children will
soon return to a structured
institution of continued
learning.

We urge drivers to be aware
that next week there will be
a wave of children going to
and from the area’s schools in
the mornings, afternoons and
evenings.

How times have changed
when it comes learning. Open
enrollment, post secondary
options, charter schools and
other alternatives provide
more ways than ever for young
people to continue to learn.

Also new to learning
next year is a little known
law approved during the
2013 legislative session that
requires Minnesota residents
to stay in school until age 17.
That’s a change from current
law which allows a young
person to quit school without
their parent’s permission at
age 16.

That law change makes
sense in today’s world.

The age 16 rule likely
harkens back to a time when
many Minnesota children

were needed to work on farms
to help their families pay
their way. In many cases,
children grew up and took
over the farm as their parents
aged.

Minnesota legislators have
for years discussed the idea
of changing the law. But
some were concerned about
the cost of keeping kids in
school longer, and others said
keeping kids in school that
didn’t want to be there could
disrupt students who wanted
to learn.

Gone are the days when
most people could get decent-
paying jobs with benefits
without a high school
diploma. Now, studies show
people with college degree
earn substantially more
than those who do not. We’ve
learned as a society people
who drop out of high school
are likely to have trouble
getting jobs, more likely to
commit crimes and become
dependent on government
assistance.

Clearly, it makes sense for
our community, this state and
our nation’s economic health
to encourage a well-educated
workforce. This change in
law is a step in the right
direction.

So raise a glass of milk in
salute each morning to each
and every student we have
this community. They are our
opportunity to a prosperous
future.

How to contact your lawmakers

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111

Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan

2447 Rayburn House Office
Building

Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211

Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Office of Congressman
Rick Nolan (TEMPORARY)

Gerald W. Heaney Federal Building
and United States Courthouse

515 West First Street, Room 235
Duluth, MN 55802

218-464-5095, 5096, 5097 and
5098

Brainerd Office of Congressman
Rick Nolan

Brainerd City Hall

501 Laurel Street

Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat

302 Hart Senate Office
Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Office:

1200 Washington Avenue
South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220

Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat

Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641

Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton

130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.

St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717

E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill

571 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd.

Capitol, Room 226

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606

Capitol Office phone:

(651) 296-8881

Email:

www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

Share your point of view

Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contrib-
uting to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is
where meaningful community discussions take place.

TOP STORY: MILEY
CYRUS DOES
OBSCENE DANCE

United Way supports us all
LIVE UNITED

Giving is easy

From birth
to end of life,
United Way of
Northeastern
Minnesota
truly serves
and supports
the community

of Koochiching
County. Julie
By providing Ehrman

free books for
children and their families
to begin a foundation for
early learning to supporting
programming that cares and
provides support for our elderly,
United Way is there for all of
our generations. UWNEMN
is also that safety net to fall
back on in times of crisis and
need, feeding the at-risk youth
and elderly through programs
like Buddy Backpacks, Meals
on Wheels through the Senior
Center, Falls Hunger Coalition,
and Salvation Army. United
Way is that helping hand that is
there to support our community
members through all of life’s
ups and downs.

All of the funds raised in
our community stay in our
community and benefit local
agencies and United Way
driven programs: 4-H, Friends
Against Abuse, Salvation

LETTERTO THE EDITOR

United Way of Northeastern MN

Army, Koochiching Senior
Center, Koochiching Aging
Options, Falls Hunger Coalition,
Fairview Range Home Care

& Hospice, Girl Scouts,

ODC, American Red Cross,
ElderCircle North Central
RSVP, School Readiness,

the Learning Tree, Buddy
Backpacks, Imagination Library
and Smiles Across Minnesota.

Every pay period, I have
money taken out of my paycheck
to support United Way in my
community. It’s easy, painless and
I don’t even notice that the money
is gone. I feel good knowing that
my donation is benefiting a great
cause, is being dispersed among
local agencies doing amazing
work in my backyard and that I
have done my part to support my
community.

There is not another
organization in our community
that has such a far reaching
effect on its community

members. If you were in need,
where would you go for help?
Probably to one of our local
agencies funded by United Way.
What would you do if these
places and services weren’t
around? By donating to the
United Way, you guarantee that
places like these can operate,
and you have someplace to go to
get a little assistance if you ever
need it.

You can help improve the
lives of your neighbors, family
members, co-workers, youth,
and seniors by giving to United
Way. Helping others and making
a difference in our community
is within us all. Giving back
is our opportunity to say we
appreciate what we have and to
share what we can

I am proud and delighted to be
associated with such a valuable
and worthwhile organization
that is vital to the well-being
of so many individuals within
Koochiching County. If your
workplace offers payroll
deduction to United Way,
please consider a donation.

It is a great way to give back.
As the local Advisory Board
Chair, I will also be collecting
donations. If you would like to
send in a gift, please mail your
contribution to UWNEMN, c/0
Julie Ehrman,1303 16th Street,
International Falls, MN 56649.
Thank you so much!

Drunk driving laws being abused

To the editor,

The police are abusing
the drunk driving laws and
corrupting our justice system.

I see arising public
awareness that DUI enforcement
has in effect become the speed
trap of our era. It’s turned our
police into bounty hunters
whose enforcement of these
draconian laws is now much less
about the public’s safety than
about a monetary justification
for keeping themselves
employed on the public’s tab.

So many people have been
arrested for driving under
the influence that the social
stigma that was once attached
to it no longer exists. In fact,
just the opposite is true. So
many of us have seen someone
we know zealously prosecuted

for some slight transgression
that it’s created a groundswell
of contempt not only for the
DUI laws, but for the law in
general, and if it goes on like
this then sooner or later the
immeasurable benefits to law
enforcement of a friendly and
cooperative public will be a
thing of the past.

This disturbing trend touched
me personally last week when
a young friend of mine, a single
mother working two jobs to
make ends meet, related her
recent experience with our local
DUI enforcement. She told me
that on three separate nights
recently she was driving home
from her job as a waitress at
one of the Rainy Lake resorts
when a car suddenly came up
behind her with it’s high beams

on and tailgated her for several
miles. Her worst fears turned to
outrage when she realized that
they were police cars.

She was right to feel terrified
because that type of driving is
the behavior of people like rapist
and former New York State
Trooper Robert Bennett. And
she was right to feel outraged
because this is nothing short
of predatory behavior by the
very people we’ve placed our
trust in as public servants, and
presumably since it’s happened
three times, it’s not only
sanctioned but encouraged by
those in charge of them.

Let’s keep our roads safe for
everybody. Let’s get the police
off them.

Thomas Hall
Ranier, MN

. The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed
and include the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city address will

be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by
e-mail to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.



