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FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Twice as nice

If you've ever considered
making a donation to the lo-
cal food shelves, this is the
month to do it.

Donations made during
March will do twice asmuch
good as donations made
in other months. March
is Minnesota FoodShare
month, when everything
donated to food shelves will
be matched by Minnesota
FoodShare’s March Cam-
paign.

A2013reportfromtheU.S.
Department of Agriculture
said about one in 10 Min-
nesota households doesn’t
have access to enough food
for healthy living.

Locally, donations may
be made to the Salvation
Army and the Falls Hunger
Coalition, each of which as-
sist people in Koochiching
County who are hungry.

What? There are peo-
ple who live in this large
community that don’t have
enough to eat? Yes, in fact
there are, but for many of us,
it may be hard to imagine.

But the use of local food
shelves tell the story.

Nancy Anderson, direc-
tor of the Falls Hunger
Coalition, said the need
for donations to restock
food shelves is clear. In
February, the coalition
served 40 new clients and
distributed 10,400 pounds
of food through its voucher
program and regular food
visits. In January, 13,680
pounds were distributed.

In an effort to increase
donations, The Salvation
Army will offer new ways to
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get involved. An auction is
set for March 21, and people
may drop off gently used
items for the auction by call-
ing 218-283-3394. In addition,
Envoy Beverly Mayfield
said the organization will
team with Falls Elementary
School students and staff
for a donation competition
between classes.

This community shows
its generosity regularly as
we come together to help
family, friends and neigh-
bors in need. But in this
case, the need is ongoing. It
doesn’t end with a success-
ful fundraiser or project.
Instead, the need must be
filled each month when the
food shelves are depleted
because of regular use.

March offers the chance to
make our donated food items
and money do double duty
when they’re matched. Each
dollar can be stretched fur-
ther with the match and when
food is purchased through
discounted programs avail-
able to the food shelves.

Donating is easy. Contact
The Salvation Army or the
Falls Hunger Coalition to
find out more about donat-
ing. Making a donation can
mean writing a check or
handing over a greenback
of any denomination. It can
also mean filling a bag at a
local grocery store, or even
by just opening your kitchen
cabinets and grabbing a can
or two, if you can spare.

If we all pitch in, we can
help to fill the needs of this
community more easily in
March.
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Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or
contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-

sions take place.

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less.
Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed
and include the telephone number and address of the
letter writer. Only the author’s city address will be

published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, Inter-
national Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail
to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.
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A reflection of our community

BY MICHAEL WELLCOME

I remember the keynote
Jay Bartkowski gave dur-
ing the Voyage Forward
kickoff event in September.
A couple of key sentences
come to mind:

Sometimes, our attitude
toward ourselves makes us
aless attractive destination,
both in the eyes of our cur-
rent residents and visitors
possibly looking to relocate.
We get to hear about dis-
agreements between local
government, their agen-
cies, schools, healthcare
providers, and others in our
community. This does not
give a good impression of
our area to locals or outsid-
ers. In my opinion, we need
to do better and we can do
better. In addition we can’t
hold disagreements from
the past forever. Here are
some of the thingsI've heard
as I've been throughout our
community:

B I will not shop at a store
because they made incorrect
change 15 years ago;

m [ will not join an organi-
zation because of a disagree-
ment 20 years ago;

m I will not support Voya-
geurs National Park because
of differences of over 40
years ago.

Voyage | /| Forward

Koochiching County

Journey to Success

If we are going to be suc-
cessful we need to stop fo-
cusing on negatives and
start to focus on positives.
We need to focus on how we
can make our community
better.

Local residents are not
the only ones that read the
newspaper or listen to our
“local” news. Businesses,
individuals, and organiza-
tions research cities and
towns before they relocate,
vacation, or make a deci-
sion to move to a different
community.

Aspartofthe Voyage For-
ward Long Term Vision and
Strategy Team, I was part of
the team that interviewed
the consulting firms desir-
ingto develop the Economic
Adjustment Strategy. Each
team did their homework;
they read back issues of The
Journal, went online and
researched local businesses
and organizations, and re-
searched demographic data
to get an understanding of
the region. They knew our

region before they submit-
ted their proposal.

They did exactly the same
thing a company desiringto
relocate would do. They did
their homework.

Personal attacks and pub-
lic arguments do nothing
to move us forward. They
do everything to move us
backwards.

The Voyage Forward ef-
fort is about engaging our
citizens to move our region
forward. A huge amount
of time and effort has been
spent by countless commu-
nity members over the past
year. We’ve had many dis-
cussions within our various
teams on the need to think
differently, act differently,
be supportive and operate as
one in order tominimize the
barriers we can control in
attracting people and busi-
nesses to our region.

We have had far too many
participants on our various
teams and in the business
community ask why our re-
gional leaders don’t always

appear to work together for
the common good. Instead
of saying no or throwing up
barriers, we should work
together and ask how we can
move initiatives forward.
Our task is simple. We
need everyone working to-
gether to make our commu-
nity a better place. We need
our leaders to be examples
of who we want to follow, not
barriers to overcome.
Leadership doesn’t just
mean elected officials.
Whether you are a board
chair, president, CEO, the
person working the cash
register, or a student, lead-
ership needs to set the right
tone for our region. People
see the community by the
way you act and react. To
the person, we are a reflec-
tion of our community.
Now more than ever we
need forward thinking lead-
ership. We have a lot of work
yet to do on our Journey to
Success. It’s time we set our
differences aside and work
together to make this region
a ‘Community of Choice.’
What we need is leader-
ship. From everyone.
Participate and create
our own future. Sign up for
informational updates and
receive more information
at www.oyageforward.org.

VSO should be moved to ground floor

To the editor,

Now that our county com-
missioners have decided
to hire an assistant for our
county veteran service offi-
cer and they have discussed
renovating an office on the
third floor of the court-
house, this letter must be
written asking them recon-
sider this relocation for the
following reasons:

H Not all veterans feel
comfortable getting into
small confined spaces, such
as elevators, due to their
circumstances and experi-
ences while in the military.

® Our aging veteran pop-
ulation is hard pressed to

Mall security improves
with knowledge

We'd all feel better if we
knew the 100-plus security
guards employed at the Mall
of America had AK-47s at
their disposal. We’d feel bet-
ter if we knew they could call
in and get 100 more soldiers
of a SWAT team in minutes.

Instead, we know the mall
has 100 officers “employed”
including another 50 part-
time. We don’t know how
many are there at any one
time. If there is a crisis or
evacuation plan, we really
wouldn’t know it. The mall
does conduct lockdown drills
once a month. Store employ-
ees seem to know of one,
but it appears they’re not at
liberty to speak about it.

walk up to the third floor to
receive assistance.

B For the security of the
veterans, veterans service
officer, and the county, the
current and future third
floor office is at risk be-
cause on occasion the VSO
has to be there after the
courthouse is closed. This
allows the veterans when
finished with their meeting
with the VSO to wander the
courthouse at will.

By relocating this office
to the ground floor it would
provide more confidential-
ity for the veterans. At the
present office, any conver-
sation can echo throughout

The mall says patrons
may be subject to a security
interview, but we don’t know
when or if or how many of
these are conducted or if
there is a random program.

Yet, the mall provided an
“unprecedented” peek be-
hind its security apparatus
touted in newspapers and on
television Tuesday.

And that’s part of the prob-
lem with keeping the public
confident they are safe wher-
ever they go. There’s a fine
line to draw between the pub-
lic knowing what security
measures might be in place
and the bad guys having the
same knowledge.

It seems security manag-
ers side too much toward
secrecy when educating the

the building.

Ihave been informed that
a ground floor office was
available, but for reason
unknown to me it was given
to another agency. This of-
fice can be accessed from
inside or outside of the main
courthouse building. After
business hours the veterans
can exit by an outside door
with the inside door to the
courthouse closed when
appropriate with control of
VSO or assistant.

Our present VSO has
tripled the caseload of the
office and I feel that we as
veterans do not need to be
stuck on the third floor in a

public could do more to en-
hance security that hurt it.

The mall did reveal some
of their strategies. They have
teams monitoring the hun-
dreds of cameras set up in
the mall. They check deliv-
ery vehicles for bomb mak-
ing material residues with
a swab. They monitor so-
cial media. They make sure
they have connections with
people who might have in-
formation of threat groups.

The recent threat by the
terrorist group al-Shabab
that specifically encour-
aged attacks on the Mall of
America caused the mall
and Bloomington police
to increase their patrols,
though they would not say
by how much.

renovated courtroom.

This office has earned
the right to be readily avail-
able to all veterans and
dependents who require
assistance and be easily ac-
cessible. The veterans have
earned the right to get as-
sistance to them in the most
convenient way possible.

Turge all veterans to con-
tact their local, state, and
federal representatives with
any and all concerns about
them receiving their VA
benefits. Our VSO is the
person who you must see to
start any process.

Terry Randolph
International Falls, MN

The Department of Home-
land Security offers train-
ing on something as simple
as recognizing a suspicious
person, but it appears the
public at large or mall cus-
tomers are not bothered
with this information, lest
their shopping experience
be sullied.

Security experts argued
that training janitors, secu-
rity and retail employees to
recognize suspicious people
increased the number of
eyes and ears needed to spot
threats. We would argue,
the public too, should be
trained, thereby increasing
the “security’ exponen-
tially.

The Free Press of
Mankato, Feb. 25



