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Husband’s secret texting
puts his wife on high alert

DEAR ABBY: I was re-
cently told by a friend that
my husband had sent her
texts of an inappropriate
and sexual nature. My hus-
band didn’t deny that he
sent them and refused to tell
me what he sent.

This woman is envious of
my husband and jealous of
our relationship. She often
comments about how she’d
love to have a man like
mine, etc. My concern is,
he admits he texted her, but
Idon’t understand why. My
intuition tells me she told
me the truth, but I want to
trust my husband.

Now I'm suspicious. I
always want to check his
phone, and analyze every
aspect of our life and mar-
riage. I feel this has put a
huge wedge between us,
and I no longer feel the
same love and passion for
him. Please help. What do
I do now? Is my marriage
over? — SUSPICIOUS IN
MICHIGAN

DEAR SUSPICIOUS:
Your marriage may not
be over, but it could be in
jeopardy. Considering what
has been going on, you have
every right to be concerned.

Marriage counseling
may help you and your
husband get back on track if
he’s willing to go with you.
But ifhe isn’t, then for your
own sake, get counseling on
your own because you may
need to talk to someone who
isn’t emotionally involved
in your turmoil. It will
make you stronger.

DEAR ABBY: Every

DEAR ABBY

time my new wife and I
visit my mom or she visits
us, my mother scratches
my back, rubs my arm,
rests her hand on my inner
thigh, tickles me, hugs me
or touches me any chance
she gets. I don’t reciprocate
or validate the touching,
but I don’t discourage it
either. She has been this
way for solong that I’ve just
gotten used to it. I never
noticed how creepy it was
until my wife mentioned
something.

The problem is, how do I
address this with my moth-
er? I don’t want to throw
my wife under the bus as
the reason for the discus-
sion, but I am not sure how
believable it will be if I sud-
denly say after 30-plus years
that it bothers me. I want
the message that I feel she
should stop touching me at
every opportunity to come
from me. How do I have this
conversation? What can I
say? — NO MEANS NO

DEAR NO MEANS NO:
Say, “I love you, Mom, and
I know I should have men-
tioned this before, but when
you do that, it makes me un-

comfortable, so please stop.”
If she wants to know why,
all you have to do is tell her
you know she loves you, but
you think what she’s doing
is excessive.

DEAR ABBY: We go out
to eat occasionally with
another couple I’'ll call Jack
and Jill. Most restaurants
around here offer free re-
fills on soft drinks or self-
serve. Jack will order water
(free) to drink while Jill
orders a soda. They then
take their empty glasses
and refill them with a color-
less soft drink.

They see nothing wrong
with the practice. We think
it’s stealing, and we are em-
barrassed. What are your
thoughts, and how should
we react when this is done
in front of us? Lately we
have been making excuses
to avoid going out with
them. — EATING WITH
CHEAPSKATES

DEAR E.W.C.: I agree
that it’s stealing. Jack and
Jill are taking something
to which they are not en-
titled. Have you spoken to
them about it? If you have,
then because their behavior
makes you uncomfortable,
you are justified in not go-
ing out with them.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.

2 7
8 7

8
3 4

It’s addictive!

and experience.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill

The solution for to-

: 23 8]1 5 6]9 7 4
4 5 day’s puzzle will |51 o[3 4 7[s 2 6
be published in |6 7 4|9 8 2|3 15
3 Saturday’s paper. |4 95|26 1]7 3 8
Or you can go to |7 6 1|8 341259
3 5 2 1 W\tzzwas%dokil.c'om g 2 3 2 : 2 i g ;
7 4 2 tofind the solution. |4 4 6|7 2 5|1 & 3
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You can wet the filter to make
it stick - this should help. Or
try a permanent filter that
you wash out. — Heloise

Hardened Honey

Dear Heloise: I buy honey
at a big-box store. After a
while, it crystallizes, and I
would heat it in a pot of water
to thin it out.

I solved my problem by
putting it into small jars.
If it starts to crystallize, I
put it on the top rack of the
dishwasher. When the cycle
isfinished, the honey is back
to the way it was before. It
works perfectly. Just be sure
the lid is on tight. — Shirley
L. in Florida

Shirley, this is a HONEY
of a HINT, and I love it! —
Heloise
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

IS LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

34 CRYPTOQUOTE

QOK FAAL JMPK MZ Y
CGADKZZ, UAQ Y ZQYOQK
AP WKMUF. MQ MZ Y
LMGKDOQMA U, UAQ Y

LKZQMUYQMAU. —DYGJ GAFKGZ

Previous Cryptoquote: THE FINAL PROOF OF GREATNESS
LIES IN BEING ABLE TO ENDURE CRITICISM WITHOUT



