
A10 | November 13, 2013 www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

bemidjistate.eduNTCmn.edu

Find your future at

Northwest Technical College

& Bemidji State University

Join us November 18
at our special event

anytime between 1 and 4 p.m.

Americinn Hotel in International Falls

Prepare for success in health care, business,
technology, construction, lawenforcement andmore.

Take courses online or in Bemidji.

Get started on your next career –
the career you deserve!

For information, call NTC at (218) 333-6645
or BSU at (218) 755-2040

LEISURE
FUN IN BORDERLAND
The Journal welcomes ideas for stories about people in our 
community who have interesting pastimes or hobbies.  

Call the Journal at 285-7411

BY EMILY GEDDE

Staf  Writer

A
bout 300 peo-
ple  pa sse d 
through the 
Fal ls High 
School cafe-
teria Friday 

to view about 95 gnome 
home and fairy garden 
projects designed and cre-
ated by sixth-grade stu-
dents.

According to sixth-grade 
teacher Beth Shermoen, 
she introduced the project 
last year as the art teacher 
and was able to continue it 
this year with the help of 
her colleagues.

“Other teachers taught 
my curriculum to my class 
so this project could con-
tinue on,” she said.

While the bulk of the 
work was completed by 
students, Shermoen said 
parent volunteers were 
equipped with glue guns 
to help. It was those volun-
teers and FHS shop class 
teacher, George McDon-
ald, who made the project 
possible for students, she 
said, adding the custodial 
staff were supportive of 
the mess, “and it was a big 
one.”

The elaborate projects 
took about two weeks to 
complete a nd were re -
quired to be 90 percent 
biodegradable. The other 10 
percent is student choice.

”No money is spent on 
the project outside of the 
biodegradable coi pots that 
are used as the gnome home 
and fairy garden base,” 
Shermoen said. “Students 
created hunting shacks, 
tropical islands, castles, 
Christmas fairy gardens 

and more. Not one project 
was the same.”

Students were able to 
show off their projects Fri-
day to family and friends 
and Shermoen reports this 
year saw a better turnout 
than last.

“We may have to think 

of an extended time block 
for next year or have them 
on display,” she said of the 
annual project. “The kids 
and teachers were thrilled 
at the turnout. The pride in 
the students and their work 
was truly the greatest part 
of the event.”

Students take pride in unique projects
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Elementary students gaze at a gnome home project completed by a sixth-grade 
student during an open house Friday.

Cullen Jensen, left, and Evan Woolsey pose with 
their projects.

David Griffi th focuses on his gnome home project.

Keisha Kittelson smiles as a family member snaps a photo of Keisha and her 
project.


