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Unemployed eldest child feels
trapped in parents’ bhasement

DEAR ABBY: 1 am a
young adult, the eldest of
four children. I sleep in a
basement (furnished and
livable), which serves as my
bedroom. I have no job, no
driver’s license, no friends
who live close by.

I try to make my family
happy, despite being under-
appreciated by my parents
and siblings. No matter how
oftenIclean the house, take
the blame when I have done
nothing wrong or try to be
social and see eye to eye, I
spend many nights crying
like a baby in the inky dark-
ness. A few times I have felt
so down I have wanted to
end my life.

I found an opportunity
to get the training I need
to accomplish the first half
of my dream, and being a
chef would help me earn
the money I need to make
the other half of my dream
a reality. The thing is, I'm
required to live on the prop-
erty of the school.

I tried running away
once and had to come back.
I don’t want my parents
to think I'm trying to run
away from them again, but
we don’t communicate well.
How can I get them to see
I'm trying to move toward
my goal instead of severing
family bonds? —BABY OF
THE BASEMENT

DEAR BABY: I don’t
know how old you were
when you ran away, but
if you are close to 18 or
older, then finding a way to
be self-supporting should
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be your priority. Family
bonds are supposed to be
bonds of love, not chains
that prevent a person from
achieving his or her poten-
tial. If you can’t explain this
to your parents, then you
should enlist the help of an-
other adult -- afamily friend
or a relative -- to help them
understand that getting the
training or certification
you need for a career isn’t
severing anything, but is to
everyone’s advantage.

DEAR ABBY: I'm 12
years old and I still play
with dolls. My older sister
keeps telling me to grow
up. I am embarrassed to
ask my mom about it. Lots
of girls at my school are
growing up and they wear
makeup, and I feel left out
sometimes. Sometimes I
throw tantrums.

I try to get good grades,
but my sister puts me down
by saying stuff like I'm
stupid. I try to ignore it, but
it just gets in my head and
stays in there forever.

It’shard growing up to be
a young lady. I don’t know

what to do with my life.
I'm trying to grow up, but I
can’t get out of my childish
ways. Please help me, Abby.
I would really appreciate
it. —SAMANTHA IN KO-
KOMO

DEAR SAMANTHA:
Growing up isn’t easy. I
know people decades past
the age of 21 who are still
trying to do it, some with
more success than others.

It might help you to know
that people don’t mature
at the same rate. This may
have to do with emotional
maturity and hormones.
At 12, you are supposed to
be mature enough to con-
trol your emotions and not
have tantrums. Because
you aren’t, it’s important
you talk with your mother
about your feelings.

As to your dolls — hang
onto them if you wish. Peo-
ple of every age collect and
enjoy dolls, and it’s not a
sign of immaturity. As to
wearing makeup, that’s a
personal choice. If youaren’t
interested, it’s nothing to feel
self-conscious about. More
important than growing up
fast is growing up to be a
self-confident person who
accepts herselffor whosheis.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.
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It’s addictive!
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic.

It’s fun. It’s challenging.

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-
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SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Back up your promises
with decisive action, Scor-
pio. That’s the only way to
prove to others that your
word means something and
you are committed to honor-
ing your commitments.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

There may be more to the
big picture than you are see-
ing, Sagittarius. Gather the
facts before you jump to any
conclusions. You may just
see things from a different
perspective.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20

Capricorn, you areriding
high and looking to share
your good fortune with oth-
ers. Make the most of this
chance to improve the lives
of those around you.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, you have an
idea about how to tackle a
difficult obstacle, but some-
one crosses your path with
a different agenda. Perhaps
there’s a way to work to-
gether.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, avoid open conflict
without being a pushover
this week. Find the middle
ground and try to under-
stand another’s perspective.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 7
Sara Bareilles, Singer (35)

DECEMBER 8
Ingrid Michaelson, Singer
(35)

DECEMBER 9
Judi Dench, Actress (80)

DECEMBER 10
Gonzalo Higuain, Athlete
27

DECEMBER 11
Teri Garr, Actress (70)

DECEMBER 12
Steven Hawley, Astronaut
(63)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

two O’s, etc. Single letters,

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE
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Previous Cryptoquote: HUMANITYISAN OCEAN;IF AFEW
DROPS OF THE OCEAN ARE DIRTY, THE OCEAN DOES
NOT BECOME DIRTY. - Mahatma Gandhi



