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Beat the heat at the beach

he humming
sound com-
ing from air
condition-
ing units
returned to
Borderland this week as
a late-summer heat wave
swept through the area.
According to the Na-
tional Weather Service in
Duluth, the combination of
warm temperatures and a
humid air mass resulted
in heat index values of
95-105 degrees across the
area.
Mother Nature appears

tobe undecided what kind
of weather to throw at
Minnesotans this sum-
mer with just three weeks
between the July 30 frost
advisory and Tuesday’s
heat advisory. More than
50 people beat the heat by
spending the day at City
Beach in Ranier.

The latest calendar day
International Falls to re-
cord a 90-degree tempera-
ture is Sept. 27. The warm-
est temperature observed
in the area during the
month of August was 96
degrees on Aug. 9, 1920.
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coach,” Holden said. “You
need to have two coaches.
I hate to say this, but all
the other schools have two
people doing this.”

Board member Gordy
Dault supported consider-
ing the two-coach idea.

In related business, be-
fore accepting Mason’s res-
ignation, the board heard
from Mason’s sister, Nancy
Imhof, during the open fo-
rum section of the meeting.

“I would like the board
and the public to know this
has weighed heavily on
Bill these past couple of
months,” she said. “Believe

me when I say, no one has
suffered more than he has
over this issue.”

Imhof acknowledged her
brother never denied he
made a mistake, adding she
felt others involved in the
situation had made mis-
takes, too.

“It could be considered a
mistake that the school has
no specific rules in place
for coaches who must drive
to events,” she said. “In my
opinion, itishard toclaima
rule has been broken when
in fact, there is no such
rule...Presenting a policy
to each driver would help
clarify what is and what
isn’t allowed.”

Imhofsaid there was also
false information reported

about the incident and clari-
fied Mason picked up “an
elderly gentleman in an
A&W (restaurant), not a
hitchhiker.”

She added the passenger
was only taken five or six
miles to the junction of
Highway 6 — not the White
Oak Casino.

Imhof said she was re-
cently made aware of a driv-
ing violation by another
coach, which she did not
name. She said the coach
was texting while driving,
but did not mention if the
coach was transporting
students at the time.

Holden, who serves on the
Falls Recreation Commis-
sion of which Mason is the
director, said the commis-

KOOCHICHING COUNTY
Household & Business
Hazardous Waste
Collection Day

Wednesday, August 28 * Noon - 6 p.m.
At the Recycling/Transfer Facility

BUSINESSES MUST PRE-REGISTER call: 218 - 726 - 1602

Safely dispose of household hazardous waste at no charge.

ACCEPTABLE
HOME WASTE

* Paint (all types) » Home & Garden pesticides
* Button & Rechargeable Batteries

*Thinners, Solvents, Flammables

* Fluorescent Tubes ¢ Household Cleaners

* Adhesives, Hobby Supplies

NON ACCEPTABLE
HOME WASTE
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* Empty Containers ¢ Propane Tanks
* Bullets/Explosives
*TV’s/Computers/Electronics

* Appliances/Microwave

No products accepted before noon.

Sponsored by the Western Lake Superior Sanitary District and the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency in partnership with Koochiching County.
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Jﬁ@ more information call the Environmental Services Dept. 283-1157.

sion adopted a policy for rec
driversthatlisted a number
of policies including not
picking up hitchhikers and
not texting or drinking
while driving.

Nelson said a committee
will meet to discuss coach-
ing policies and develop a
plan to handle future situ-
ations.

In other business Mon-
day, the board agreed to
offer a half-time teaching
position to Tom Vollom for
three hours per day out of
the district’s Title VII Indi-
an Education Grant, which
is valued at about $27,000.

The motion came after
the board denied hiring Vol-
lom as coordinator for the
2013-2014 Indian Education

GRANT
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tion application process.

Meanwhile, Anderson
apologized to the council
when it considered action
to approve the minutes of
the Aug. 5 council meeting.
Anderson said he made a
mistake when he accepted
a motion to contract with
Springsted Incorporated, a
public sector adviser, for up
t0 $14,000 to search for anew
city administrator.

Anderson said the rec-
ommendation came during
committee reports, and he
said council consideration
of actions that may expend
funds should be listed on the
agenda to provide notice to
city residents.

Anderson said he would
bemore diligent in adhering
to the established protocol
and later in the meeting
asked whether the coun-
cil would reconsider the
motion to contract with
Springsted. Anderson and
Councilor Pete Kalar voted
against the Aug. 5 motion
to do so.

But the council Monday
did not reconsider the mo-
tion. Instead, Councilor
Paul Eklund, who chairs
the city’s Human Resource
Committee, said he believes
the newly launched effort to
fill the position with Spring-
sted taking the lead is work-
ing well.

Rognerud said getting
qualified candidates in the
pool of applicants for the job
is most important to her and
she said Springsted appears
best able to accomplish that.

Kalar reiterated that the
cost of Springsted’s involve-
ment can be curtailed at less
than $14,000, as was noted in
Springsted’s proposal.

The administrator posi-
tion was left vacant in March
with the resignation of Rod
Otterness, who left to take
a city manager job at Union
Gap, Wash. Annual pay for
the Falls administrator po-
sition ranges from $61,000
to $85,000. Deputy Admin-
istrator Betty Bergstrom
has been serving as interim
administrator with a related
pay increase while she serves
in the position.

Meanwhile, the council
asked a representative of the
Northland Art Society to
meet with city Public Works
Director Gary Skallman to
discuss placement on city

program.

Vollom, who Monday said
he needed time to consider
the offer, was instructed by
the board to let Nelson know
his decision in a timely man-
ner so the superintendent
can finalize the decision.

Should Vollom accept the
offer, he would teach Ojibwe
II, Ojibwe III and American
Indian Studies.

“It’1l give students who
took Ojibwe I the oppor-
tunity to get two years of
the same language in high
school,” Nelson said.

Vollom has been em-
ployed as the Ojibwe lan-
guange/culture teacher at
FHS since 2003, and was
placed on unrequested
leave after the district was

property of a sculpture to
be created by a local artist
in memory of active society
member Kathy Johnson. The
design for the sculpture was
created by the winners of a
youth art contest.

The council also heard

dio in Fort Frances, that
the community was cho-
sen to serve as a host of the
2013 Kraft Celebration Tour.
Selection for the host com-
munity was by email voting
and Fort Frances won with
518,082 votes over second
place Dryden’s 272,292 votes.

As a result of the win,
Thoms said the Fort Fran-
ces Curling Club will be
presented $25,000 by Kraft
to use toward paying for its
geothermal heating project.
In addition, Thoms thanked
members of the Falls commu-
nity for voting their support
and said a special live edi-
tion of Sportscenter on TSN,
which he said is the Cana-
dian equivalent of ESPN, will
take place at 5 p.m. Sunday
at the Sorting Gap Marina.
He invited local curling club
users and supporters from
the community to attend
the event or watch from the
shore of the Rainy River on
the American side at the Pat
Roche Memorial Access off
Highway 11 East.

Special EDA meeting

Prior to the regular Falls
council meeting, members
met in special session as the
EDA Commission and ap-
proved attendance by Shawn
Mason, Falls economic and
community development
director, at the Community
Venture Network meeting
Friday in St. Paul.

The network was formed
for rural communities and
expanding companies in
1991 in an effort to bring high
growth businesses together
with economic development
professionals seeking to at-
tract business expansion and
relocation to their communi-
ty, said a briefprovided to the
EDA Commission Monday.

Mason told the commis-
sion that she has been in-
vited to attend one or two
meetings before the EDA
Commission is asked to con-
sider joining the network at
a cost of $3,500 per year.

“We have promised this
community that we would
leave no stone unturned as
we look for jobs,” said Rog-
nerud, as EDA president.
“This is another avenue to
try.”

notified June 7 it wouldn’t
be a recipient of the Min-
nesota Department of Edu-
cation’s Success for the
Future Grant, a grant the
school has received in the
past.

The half-time teaching
position, should Vollom
accept it, would make him
eligible for benefits accord-
ing to the current teaching
contract, Nelson said.

Vollom Monday told
board members he is in
the process of applying for
a grant that would gener-
ate up to $50,000 for Ojibwe
language classes.

He said applying for the
grant coincides with his ef-
fort to do “anything to keep
this going for the kids.”

We’re Teaming Up

For A Great Fundraiser!

community.

Now we have created a program to assist
local non-profits, school programs and
churches with their fundraising efforts.

Program participants will have the
opportunity to sell newspaper subscriptions

to friends and neighbors, receiving $5 for
every new subscription sold. This will help
organizations pay for new uniforms, plan trips
and support each organizations community.

The Journal, your local news source,
wants to team up with your group or team
to help reach your fundraising goal.

The Journal prides itself on providing the
most local and complete news & sports for our
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Contact Dana at the Journal 285-7411 ext: 248 to get started.
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