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Oldest of six tries to fill gap
left by mother who drinks

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
13-year-old girl and I had
a big argument with my
mom. It’s about her drink-
ing. I have tried to get her
to stop because most of
the money she makes goes
straight to her alcohol, but
instead of talking it out, she
starts yelling. She says it’s
herlife and we can’t tell her
what to do with her money.

I have five younger sis-
ters and brothers, and I try
to come up with the money
myself from baby-sitting.
I feel as if my younger sib-
lings are my children.Iam
so fed up with my mother’s
behavior. Should I keep
talking to her about it or
leave it be? — CAN’T DO
IT ALL ON GUAM

DEAR CAN'T DO IT
ALL: Aslongas your moth-
er continues to deny that
she has a drinking prob-
lem, there is nothing you
can do to help her without
further putting her on the
defensive. But you may be
able to find support from
Alateen.

Alateen is a group for
teens that was established
specially for young peo-
ple who are affected by
the drinking problem of
someone close to them. You
would also be welcome at a
weekly Al-Anon meeting
in Chalan Pago. For more
information on Al-Anon
and Alateen, visit www.
al-anon.alateen.org, email
wso@al-anon.org or call
888-4AL-ANON.

At your tender age, you
should not have to assume
financial responsibility
for your younger siblings.
You should discuss this
with your clergyperson, a
teacher at school or another
trusted adult because they
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may be able to get you some
help from a social services
organization.

DEAR ABBY: A rela-
tive of mine has a 5-year-
old son who is at least 20
or 30 pounds overweight.
Everyone in the family is
concerned about it, but no
one knows how to bring it
up to the parents without
offending them. We don’t
understand how the par-
ents or grandparents don’t
see his weight as an issue.

Bullying is a huge deal
among children, and we
fear he might have trouble
with other kids his age
teasing him. However, we
are more worried about
his health than anything.
Being that overweight is
a lot for anyone, but es-
pecially a young child.
What should we do? —
SOMEONE WHO CARES
IN CHICAGO

DEAR SOMEONE
WHO CARES: How do you
know the child’s parents
and grandparents don’t
see his weight as an issue?
A way to raise the subject
would be to mention your
concern and ask what the
boy’s pediatrician has had
to say about it. While years
ago doctors may have been
reluctant toraise the issue,
today they are much less

so because the American
Medical Association has
declared obesity to be a
disease.

Also, as arelative, try to
include the boy in physical
activity you engage in.

DEAR ABBY: My
2-year-old granddaughter,
Brayleigh, is friendly and
outgoing. If you see us in
the grocery store, she will
probably smile at you and
say, “Hi.” She would love it
if you smiled back and said
it too, but PLEASE, resist
the urge to touch her.

Your kids or grand-
kids may giggle when you
play “got your nose” or
“tickle your belly” with
them, but that’s because
they know and trust you.
You are a total stranger
to Brayleigh, even if you
know me. While you may
mean well, imagine a total
stranger rushing up and
putting their hands all
over you! Abby, how about
passing along the mes-
sage? — BRAYLEIGH’S
GRANDMA

DEAR GRANDMA:I'm
glad to help. No one should
touch a child without first
asking permission from
the adult who is accompa-
nying the little boy or girl.
Not only could the child
be frightened by it, but the
parent could misunder-
stand and it could lead to
an altercation.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Dilbert

IT TOOK US THREE
DAYS AT THE EXECUTIVE
RETREAT TO COME UP
WITH A NAME FOR OUR
NEW PROCUREMENT
POLICY.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

WE NAMED IT
THE "PROCUREMENT
OPERATIONS OVER—

SIGHT POLICY.”
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
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7

N o1

~
w

minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in

Saturday’s paper. [375 4[6 9/1]2 8 7
4 2 68 Or you can go to |6/9/7|2/8/3]4/1 5
www.sudoku.com to |2 1 8/4 7 5]6 3 9
8 3 4 | find the solution. 57213 6918 41
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decisions looming on the ho-
rizon, youmay be thinking of
running away from it all. But
all of your problems will still
be waiting for you when you
get back.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, people have been com-
ing at you from all angles
and you’re ready for a break.
Retreat to a quiet place some-
time this week and pamper
yourself.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

A change of scenery
breathes new life into
your daily routine, Virgo.
Although it may be tempo-
rary, you will embrace the
opportunities to recharge for
a while.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
Libra, a new job may give
you a new perspective on life.
Make the most of this new
perspective and apply it to
both the personal and profes-
sional parts of your life.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, sometimes people
just do not get your sense of
humor, so don’t be upset if a
joke doesn’t garner thelaughs
you anticipated. Your closest
companions will still share
alaugh.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, you will host
a house full of guests this
week. This role suits you well,
so don’t worry as the party
draws closer and the pressure
begins to mount.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Capricorn, the final count-
down until big changes are
in store has begun. Are you
ready for all of the things
you still have to get done? If
not, get busy and enlist a few
helpers.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, you are often
supportive of those around
you and they appreciate
that support. Continue to
be a valued friend and con-
fidante, and you’ll be happy
you did.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20

Pisces, you may have to
ask for some help this week.
Accept this support and rec-
ognize it’s necessary to get
the job done.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
JULY 14
Jane Lynch, Actress (53)

JULY 15
Lana Parrilla, Actress (36)

JULY 16
Jayma Mays, Actress (34)

JULY 17
Luke Bryan, Singer (37)

JULY 18
Wendy Williams, TV Host (49)

JULY 19
Campbell Scott, Actor (52)

JULY 20
Julianne Hough, Actress (25)
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link
35 Texas
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Body”
poet
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iIsLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

7-13 CRYPTOQUOTE

LKWF YNORRU EY XO0OM
YDRRVM ITXXRD RD XOM
NURNA-KWFER RP UEPM.

SROD KRLMKY

Previous Cryptoquote: MOST PEOPLE SELL THEIR SOULS
AND LIVE WITH A GOOD CONSCIENCE ON THE PRO-
CEEDS. - Logan Pearsall Smith



