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Fishing opener creates
traffic safety concerns

Drivers warned
of annual traffic
problems

BY SGT. CURT S. MOWERS
Regional Public Information Officer

The fishing opener
weekend of May 10-11 will
be a busy traffic period,
especially in northern
Minnesota.

According to Regional
Public Information Of-
ficer, Sgt. Curt S. Mow-
ers, “Some of the main
concerns are drivers
who are not paying atten-
tion, following too closely
and speeding, especially
around the lakes areas.
Drivers are strongly en-
couraged to buckle up,
take your time and pay
strict attention to your
driving.”

Drivers are also asked
to keep an eye on their
following distance and
stay back far enough to
prevent a crash with the
vehicle ahead. Sgt. Mow-

ers says, “Normally, the
three-second following
distance rule is taught,
but many northbound
travelers during the fish-
ingopener and all summer
are pulling trailers with
boats or ATV’s, campers,
and the like — all of which
would require following
at a distance of at least
500 feet, which would be
farther back than the
three-second rule.”

Motorists should be
aware of all the safety
rules for trailers, trailer
equipment and for all
special mobile equipment
they are transporting to
the area for recreation.
Safe operation begins
with the driver taking
personal responsibility
for their own actions be-
hind the wheel as well
as making sure that all
vehicle loads are secure.

Sgt. Mowers adds, “Just
slow down, buckle up,
drive sober and pay at-
tention, and we can all
be a lot safer this fishing
opener.”

BORDERLAND BRIEFS

KABETOGAMA CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
Kabetogama Cemetery Association will gather for
the annual meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday at Kabetogama

Fire Hall.

COMMUNITY GARDEN PLOTS

Community members who would like to rent a plot in
the Third Street Community Garden for the upcoming
season may call Community Education at 283-2571, ext.
186. Limited spots available. Costs are $15 for 4:x6’ plot
and $20 for 4’x8’. Garden tools and water provided.
SUMMER SHAKESPEARE TROUPE

The Borealis Bards, local theater group, is offering
a summer acting experience for interested actors and
actresses. Teens and adults are welcome to participate
in a “Summer Shakespeare Troupe.” Meetings will be
Thursdays throughout the summer, with short skits
from Shakespeare comedies and dramas performed
locally. Organizational meeting is set for 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Thursday at Backus Community Center, Room 101/102.
For more information, call Bill Johnson, 240-1642, or

Backus at 285-7225.
RUMMAGE SALE

A rummage sale is planned for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. May
17 at Koochiching County Senior Center. Donations may
be dropped off at the center, 307 Fourth St., beginning
Thursday. No clothing will be accepted.

ASK A TROOPER

TODAY

M Exercise, 10-11 a.m., Backus Auditorium
gymnasium.

B Littlefork Ambulance Thrift Shop open,
10a.m.-2 p.m.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,

10 a.m.-3 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

B Wednesday Study Group, 10:15 a.m., Faith
United Church of Christ.

M Falls High School Class of 1963, 11:30 a.m,,
Americinn.

B Test of emergency sirens - 1 p.m.,
International Falls; 2, Fort Frances.

B Sunbeams and Girl Guards, 4:30-6 p.m., The
Salvation Army.

B Free At Last, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Forestland
Annex, lower level conference room.

B Community Band, 5 p.m., The Dungeon,
Backus Community Center.

B Men's Non-Violence Group, 6-8 p.m., Friends
Against Abuse office.

B Elks Lodge Wednesday Meal, 6:30 p.m., BBQ
beef brisket.

M Little Lambs (up to age 4) and King's Kids
(ages 5 and up), 6:30-7:15 p.m., Full Gospel
Fellowship Church.

B Texas Hold‘Em, 7 p.m., Moose Lodge.

B Downtowners Group, 7:30 p.m., Alano Club.

THURSDAY

B Bone Builders, 10 a.m., Woodland
Apartments.

W Littlefork Ambulance Thrift Shop open,
10a.m.-2 p.m.

M Falls Hunger Coalition Food Shelf open,
10 a.m.-2 p.m., 1000 Fifth St.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

B Mother’s Day Party — 10:30 a.m.-

noon, Borderland Pioneers and Friends
entertainment; lunch, noon, Koochiching
County Senior Center.

B Newcomers Club/Circle of Friends, noon,
Coffee Landing Cafe.

B Flu Clinic, noon-4 p.m., Koochiching County
Health Department.

B Northland Art Society open, various arts,
4-8 p.m., Backus, Room 114.

B Adventure Corps, 4:30-6 p.m., The Salvation
Army.

B Weight Watchers, 4:45-5:15 p.m. weigh-in;

5:15 meeting, Zion Lutheran Church.

W Falls Trap Club, trap shooting, 5:30 p.m,,
Moonlight Rock Road.

B Community Café, free meals served, 5:30-
6 p.m., vegetable soup, egg salad sandwich,
chips, Backus Community Center.

B Tacos Supper, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Moose Lodge.
B Beginner’s Tae Kwon Do, 5:45 p.m., Falls
Elementary School gymnasium or cafeteria.
B The Lamplighters, women'’s support group
for survivors of childhood sexual abuse,

6-8 p.m., Friends Against Abuse, 407 Fourth St.
B Summer Shakespeare Troupe, 6:30-8 p.m.,
Backus Community Center, Room 101/102.

B St. Thomas Catholic School-sponsored
Bingo, 7 p.m.; Bonanza, 6:45; doors open 5:45,
Aquinas Hall (Lic. No. 01336).

B Kabetogama Cemetery Association annual
gathering, 7 p.m., Kabetogama Fire Hall.

B Line Dancing, 7 p.m., Moose Lodge.

W Rainy River Area Woodworkers, 7 p.m., 4321
County Road 90 East.

B St. Paul Lutheran Church Ladies Aid, 7 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall.

W Knights of Columbus, 7 p.m., St. Thomas
Church clubrooms.

B Fresh Start, 7:30 p.m., Alano Club.

FRIDAY

W Boise Cascade Insulite retirees, 8:30 a.m.,
Hardee’s Restaurant.

W Exercise, 10-11 a.m., Backus Auditorium
gymnasium.

B Falls Hunger Coalition Food Shelf open,

10 a.m.-2 p.m., 1000 Fifth St.

W Serenity Sisters, Women's A.A., noon, Backus,
Rational Alternatives, Room 101.

B Elks Lodge Friday Light Meal, 5:30 p.m.,
tomato soup and BLT sandwiches.

B Narcotics Anonymous, 6 p.m., Alano Club.

B For Those in Need, Addiction Recovery,

7 p.m., The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, 1340 Keenan Drive.

B Grape Vine Group, 7:30 p.m., Alano Club,
410 Fifth Ave.

SATURDAY

W Moose Lodge events — Open, noon; Bingo,
1 p.m,; Mother’s Day Supper, Carribean

Pork, 6 (reservations, 283-3615); Pat Porter
entertainment, 8-11.

H AA, 7 p.m., Alano Club.
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Youth laws about operating all terrain vehicles

BY SGT. CURT S. MOWERS
Minnesota State Patrol

Q: What are the youth
laws when operating
ATV’s? I’ve observed
youth riding excessively
on residential roads quite
fast, unsupervised, and
without helmets often.
It is not only unsafe for
them, but it is unsafe for
the people that live in
these residential areas,
and it is noisy and annoy-
ing to have these ATVs
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driving up and down
the road at all hours of
the day. How are these
laws being reinforced?
A reminder to youth and
parents would be great!
A: 1 have answered this
before, but it’s been awhile.
Anyone can get a regu-
lations booklet from just
about any ATV dealer, local
DNR office, DMV office, on
the Internet at www.mndnr.
gov/ohv, or at just about
any police department or
sheriff’s office. However, let
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me just say that there are
numerous regulations, but
here are some of them that
might answer part of your
question.

Anyone under age 16 now
has to have a parent or
guardian’s permission to
ridean ATV. Al1 ATV opera-
tors and passengers under
age 18 have to wear a hel-
met. Road authorities have
the right to restrict opera-
tion of AT'Vs onroads under
their jurisdiction, so people
need to check every mu-

nicipality/township before
riding. Under 10 years of
age, operators can only ride
on private property (with
permission of land owner).
Under age 12 operators may
only ridean ATV upto90cc
on public lands and frozen
waters if accompanied by
a parent or legal guardian,
and may operate only on
private property with per-
mission of the owner (and
must wear the helmet, and
have parent’s permission).

There are specific laws
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for operators ages 12-15,
15 and older, and ages 16
and 17. Unfortunately, there
are too many laws to print
here. All adults should take
the responsibility for their
youthful operators to ensure
they are safe and obeying
the laws. This should serve
asawarning that theselaws
are being enforced statewide
by all law enforcement, as
many deaths and serious
injuries are being reported
every year.
Thanks for asking.
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Reserve Now for your Summer ( ‘/
Celebration, Wedding, Grooms Dinner, Z

Reunion or Any Special Occasion!

We encourage reservations
for parties of 10 or more.
Thank You!
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