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Against Packers, Vikings just got run over

EDEN PRAIRIE (AP) —
The problems for the Minne-
sota Vikings with Christian
Ponder at quarterback were
obvious from the start.

Theirlist of missing play-
ers on offense has grown
long and increasingly con-
spicuous. Playing their pri-
mary rival on the road in
the rain at night with only
three days to rest and pre-
pare was already an uphill
climb.

When Eddie Lacy began
to trample through their
defense early in the first
quarter for the Green Bay
Packers, well, that’s when
the Vikings really lost it.

“There’s nothing more
disheartening as a coach
for you to get manhandled
up front, to be in the wrong
gaps, to have people run-
ning the ball at you,” coach
Mike Zimmer said the day
after the Vikings were pum-
meled 42-10 by the Packers at
Lambeau Field.

In 2000, Zimmer’s first
season as a defensive coor-
dinator, Dallas gave up the
most yards rushing in the
NFL. Only one team allowed
more yards per carry.

“And I said, ‘Never
again,”” Zimmer recalled
Friday. “So I guess that’s
where that all stems from.”

His players have largely
been tough to run against
since. Over hisnext 13 years
as a defensive coordina-
tor (six more with Dallas,
one with Atlanta and six
with Cincinnati), Zimmer’s
teams finished in the bot-
tom half of the league in
yards per game three times,
and four times in yards per
attempt. They were in the
top 10 six times in yards
per game and seven times
in yards per attempt.

.

Packers running back Eddie Lacy (27) finds opening running room in front of Vikings linebacker Gerald
Hodges (50) in last Thursday’s game at Lambeau Field. Lacy rushed for 105 yards and two touchdowns in

Green Bay’s 42-10 victory over Minnesota.

The Vikings had a stout
front seven, or at least an
effective scheme, to stop the
run long before Zimmer was
hired. They were in the top
half of the NFL in yards per
game and yards per attempt
every year since 2006, and
last season ended a seven-
year streak of finishing 11th
or higher in the league in

both categories.

After factoring in what
the Packers did against
them Thursday, with 105
yards and two touchdowns
on 13 carries by Lacy, the
Vikings fell to 17th in the
NFL. They allow an average
of 4.3 yards per rush and are
19th in the league with an
average of 121.8 yards sur-

rendered per game.

“There was a lot of free-
lancing, a lot of guys in the
wrong place,” said Zimmer,
who delivered the major-
ity of his answers Friday
at his news conference in
stern, clipped tones. He
was clearly as upset with
his team as he’d been since
taking the job.

sidelines. Everybody was
quiet,” Robison said.

The Vikings forced a
three-and-out by the Pack-
ers on the game’s first pos-
session, but they quickly
got the ball back and turned
Lacy loose —for 18, 29 and 6
yards to set up a short touch-
down pass by Aaron Rodg-
ers. The Vikings settled
in and played better in the
middle of the game, but on
Green Bay’s first drive of
the third quarter Lacy had
carries of 9,10 and 11 yards,
which took him into the end
zone.

Then came Lacy’s 10-yard
touchdown run on the ensu-
ing possession. That pro-
vided the ultimate insult
on a humbling night for the
Vikings. He barreled into
Robert Blanton at the goal
line and without breaking
stride popped the strong
safety’s helmet off.

The Vikings fell to 1-8-1
against the Packers since
the start of the 2010 season.
They’ll have the benefit
of being at home against
Detroit, and then the most
manageable stretch of the
schedule follows: at Buffalo,
at Tampa Bay, back home
against Washington and the
bye week.

But they won’t get far
if they don’t learn to play
with more discipline on de-
fense, and learn to trust the
scheme they’re being taught
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Zimmer said he looked
“hard” at the game film
trying to find a lack of effort
on either side of the ball, but
didn’t see it. Defensive end
Brian Robison, however,
said he felt “some people
had checked out” after the
Packers built a 28-0 halftime
lead.

“You could see it on the

rather than straying from
responsibilities to chase
highlights.

“You can’t be out there
trying to make plays be-
cause once you do that, you
leave another guy out to
dry,” defensive end Everson
Griffen said. “So you’ve got
to rely on your technique to
make that play for you.”
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SCHEDULE YOUR
APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT

Friday, October 10
6:00pm

J Safe For Chlldren & Pets
J Pet Odor & Stain Removal Experts
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Includes 5 Rooms
No Hidden Fees.
A $12 service charge will apply.

UPHOLSTERY
SPECIAL

$158

Includes Sofa, Loveseat, Chair
No Hidden Fees.
A $12 service charge will apply. AVAIL

An Evening of 4 One-act Plays:

* 10 Ways to Survive a Zombie Apocalypse*
written by Don Zolidis

* How Cupid Came to Earl's Court

* The Old Library

* The First Rehearsal

*Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. (www.playscripts.com)

Saturday, October 18 « 7pm
Backus Community Center

B AC“US Ticket Prices:

¢ $12 Adults * $ 6 Student and Kids
e $25 Family

(218) 265 722 | 200 St Street | Int'l aus

wwwi.backusab.org | Facebook: Backus AB

BOTTLE OF OXI FRESH
SPOT REMOVER
GIFT CERTIFICATES

ILABLE

CODE: FJ1214
CODE: FJ1214

CODE: FJ1214

No Hidden Fees.

* Hand dyed wools
* Patterns, kits
* Original designs

A $12 service charge will apply.
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List Your “Wheel Deal” Here!

Advertise your 2-Wheel, 4-Wheel, RV, Boat or Snowmobile
in The Journal and Journal Shopper Classifieds!

Sponsor:
Northern Lights
Quilters Guild

REFRESHMENTS!
PUBLIC WELCOME!
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A fundraiser for the Borealis Bards
and FHS Speech Team
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e Advertise your item twice a week
for 3 months. Bring a photo, or we
can take one for you at our office,
and we’ll get your ad started.

e The ad will include photo, 22 words
of description, the price and phone
number.

Rainy Lake
Coumadin Clinic

For more
information and
to schedule an
appointment,
call the Rainy
Lake Clinic at
283-5503.

> Motor home.
Loaded with feature
& designated for
home away from
home comfort

Asking $10,000 * How the program works:

218-555-5555 . Your ad will run for 3 months.
Call us when it sells. If it does
not sell you can call us and
renew your ad for an
additional $39 for 3 months.

. At renewal time you can lower
the price or make changes to
the description.

. Pre-payment is required.

No refunds or credit for early
sales.

ADD ONLY slo

* To run online at
www.ifallsjournal.com
* Color photo with ad

20 .,ustom motorcycle
Orie owner, low miles.
Great ride with
custom paint & Loaded
with chrome.

Asking $6,500
218-555-5555

Actual Size

16

Jeep Cherokee.
4-Wheel drive, auto air, .
cruise, leather, 6 cyl, 4-0L
excellent condition. Low
miles. One owner.

2z 1 Lake Cruzer.
Designed for moon-light
rides, Saturday runs &
fishing, lots of boating
left in this one.

Asking $9,000 Asking $9,000

218-555-5555
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CLASSIFIEDS
218-285-7411

Your Healthcare. Right Here.

Lake

Rainy

1400 Highway 71 | International Falls, MN
www.rainylakemedical.com
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