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Here at Decker’s Family Care... WE DO! We know how difficult and

challenging it can be to care for a loved one at home 24 hrs a day. We

offer Respite or Temporary stay services as well as Hourly Rates.

We would love to help care for your loved one in our safe comforting

facilities whether you need a weekend away, family emergency, or

even just go out for dinner and a movie. We can help you take that

much needed and deserved time to get “recharged”. We’ve also

partnered with other local agencies to give you Rehab Services.

Residential skilled nursing cares can be performed by us, and you

have the RIGHT to have Physical and/or Occupational Therapy in our

facility if you qualify.

Decker’s Family Care is proud to present specific programs and safe

quality care for those individuals diagnosed with dementia and/or

Alzheimer’s like diseases under our A.D.O.R.E. Program. One of a

kind program to the International Falls and surrounding area. Compare

our credentials and staff training. I believe you will find we are one

the most highly trained dementia care staff in our community, one of

the lowest staff to resident ratios, and we highly exceed MN statute

requirements for prerequisites for even advertising Memory Care or

Dementia Care services. Smaller quieter settings with meaningful

programs is what is needed for individuals suffering with dementia. Not

general integration and large vast settings. Make an appointment NOW

for a FREE Memory Screening with our Professional Staff!

Respite / Rehab Stay / Hourly Rates

Now offering: Residential A.D.O.R.E. Dementia Program
2013 Large Business of theYear Award

• RN/LPN/HHA Stafing

• Personal & Building

Exit Alarms

• Respite Care

(Hourly Rates

Available)

• End Stage Life Care

• Scheduled RN

On-Site

• Long Term Care

• Full Dependent Cares

Available

• Fully Wheelchair

Accessible

• Dementia Care Services

• Family Style Assisted

Living

• Standing and Hoyer

Lifts

A.D.O.R.E Dementia and Alzheimer’s Program

www.deckersfamilycare.com • Phone: 218-286-5635 • P.O. Box 217, Int’l Falls, MN 56649
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It was a night of positive 
reports Wednesday at the 
Littlefork-Big Falls School 
Board meeting.

According to L-BF Su-
perintendent Fred Seybert, 
an audit report shows the 
district is in “very good, 
sound financial condition.”

“The district has money 
to utilize in areas of tech-
nology,” Seybert told The 
Journal Thursday.

That’s a good thing con-
sidering the recent increase 
in enrollment to the school, 
he said.

Seybert said this school 
year alone has brought in an 
additional 50 students to the 
school with at least 30 more 
expected to enroll next year.

The draw?
Seybert believes it’s the 

technology L-BF offers.
“The technology here is 

really top of the line,” he said.
Currently, students in 

grades 2, 3, 4, 10, 11 and 12 
each have their own iPad 
to use for educational pur-
poses. The district spent 
about $100,000 on iPads last 
year with expectations to 
spend another $75,000 this 
year to offer the technology 
to all grades, excluding kin-
dergarten and first grade.

“The goal is to have one-
on-one technology for all 
the students next year,” the 
superintendent reports, add-
ing that student and teacher 
input is what has led the 

d i st r ic t  to 
the improved 
technolog y 
offerings.

“ I  t h i n k 
the technol-
ogy level we 
have in our 
s c h o o l  i s 
the wave of 
the future,” 
Seybert con-
tinued. “Parents see that, 
know that, and want their 
children to be part of that.”

With enrollment increas-
es occurring on what Sey-
bert says is a weekly basis, 
preliminary discussions of 
expanding were also held 
Wednesday.

“We don’t have to modify 
the infrastructure of our 
building at this time, but 
there are four classrooms 
that could be expanded if 
need be,” he said. “However, 
depending on what enroll-
ment does, the district does 
have the capital funds to 
expand (the building) if nec-
essary in the future.”

Seybert said committees 
will meet to consider the 
school’s options and report 
back to the board during its 
February meeting.

Following on the heels of 
the audit report, the board 
agreed to ratify the 2013-
2015 certified contract for 
the district’s teachers. In-
cluded in the contract is a 
3-percent salary increase 
for year one and an addi-
tional 3-percent increase for 
year two.

Positive reports for L-BF
Board ratifies contract with salary 
increases for district teachers

Fred
Seybert
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The AARP Tax Aide program began training volunteers at Kootasca this week. According 
to AARP district coordinator Bette Simon, the program will start taking appointments on 
Monday, and begin doing tax preparation on Feb. 3. The program provides free tax preparation 
for taxpayers with low to moderate income. To schedule an appointment, call 218-283-5236.

PREPARING TO PREPARE
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A Koochiching County 
official this week said the 
Community Services De-
partment is facing a chemi-
cal dependency assessment 
dilemma.

Terry Murray, director 
of the county Community 
Services Department, told 
the Koochiching County 
Board this week that the 
county is currently without 
someone to perform Rule 25 
chemical dependency (CD) 
assessments.

“I was going to start look-
ing at what our options 
are,” he said Tuesday.

Many referrals to treat-
ment centers are based 
on the results of a Rule 
25 assessment, which re-
fers to the administra-
tive rule that addresses 
chemical-use assessment, 
administrative require-

ments and appea l and 
fair hearing rights of the 
client. All 87 Minnesota 
counties,  11 A merican 
Indian Tribes, and nine 
state-contracted managed 
care organizations are 
required to provide a Rule 
25 assessment to anyone 
who requests one, or for 
whom a chemical-use as-
sessment is requested. Use 
of a standardized, uniform, 
state-developed assessment 
tool was implemented in 
July 2008, according to the 
Minnesota Department of 
Human Services website. 
A 0-4 score from the assess-
ment determines the level 
of care a patient needs, 
and what kind of risks are 
involved.

Last March, the board 
agreed to contract chemical 
dependency service assess-
ments on a full-time basis 
with Sharon Frank, one 
of the current contracted 
assessors, with the stipula-
tion that local referrals will 
be made when necessary.

“It’s unfortunate, but 
the contract with Sharon 
Frank...part of the agree-
ment was that she wasn’t 
going to be taking any long 
vacations and she took a 
month off,” Murray said. 

“Now, she’s gone until Feb-
ruary.”

In addition, Murray said 
last week, he was informed 
that the Rule 25 assessor at 
Pineview Recovery Center 
in Littlefork is no longer at 
the treatment facility.

“Now we’ve got a whole 
bunch of people who have to 
get assessments and we’ve 
got nobody to do them,” 
Murray said.

Murray said Frank will 
return in February, how-
ever, he doesn’t want to run 
into similar situations in 
the future.

Com missioner Wade 
Pavleck asked Murray if 
bringing someone from 
Northland Mental Health 
in Grand Rapids would be 
a viable option.

“ T hat ’s  somet hi ng I 
could look into and see what 
the costs are,” Murray said.

He continued that anoth-
er option would be to again 
have county staff perform 
the assessments, depending 
on the cost.

“If Northland isn’t an 
option, I’m going to have to 
ask to bring it back in house 
for a number of reasons,” 
he said.

One reason, Murray said, 
would be he has more con-

trol over people providing 
the assessment services.

“ I  c ou l d  ap p r ove  a 
month’s vacation,” he said. 
“I have no control of back-
up providers...If it comes 
out that the cost isn’t going 
to be minimal, I think the 
option would be to keep it 
back in house.”

Still, that could pres-
ent challenges – including 
hiring someone to do the 
assessments.

“The only other person 
I had trained for (Rule 25 
assessments) isn’t working 
with us anymore,” he said. 
“We’re in a dilemma right 
now and I don’t know how I 
can get out of it.”

Murray said he would 
research costs of using 
Northland Mental Health’s 
services and bringing the 
assessments back in house.

“I will talk to Northland 
and bring information of 
what they would charge 
and what it would cost to 
bring it back in house,” he 
said, adding his timeline 
is minimal because the as-
sessments need to be done 
on a timely basis.

“We’ll make it through, 
I just don’t like to have this 
happen,” he said. “I don’t 
want this to happen again.”

KOOCHICHING COUNTY BOARD

County could bring Rule 25 assessments back in house 
Community 
Service 
Department 
director will 
research costs

Voyageurs National Park 
rangers will lead guided 
snowshoe hikes through the 
park this winter.

The hikes are planned for 
2-3:30 p.m. on each of the fol-
lowing Saturdays: 

  Today
  Feb. 1
  Feb. 8

  Feb. 15
  Feb. 22

Bring your own snowshoes 
or borrow a free pair from the 
Rainy Lake Visitor Center. 
Participants should meet 
inside the Rainy Lake Visitor 
Center prior to the start of the 
hike. No fee or registration is 
required to attend.

VNP is offering guided 
snowshoe hikes

Bee Informed.
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