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Two sites on Kab
closed to protect
nesting areas

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The number of bald eagles
incubating at nests this year
in Voyageurs National Park
is down, according to park
biologists.

But the severe and long-
lasting effects of winter may
play a role in the decline, a
VNP news release said.

Land and waters around
the nesting areas are tem-
porarily closed to visitor use
during the critical nesting
period.

People play a very impor-
tant role in protecting nest-
ing eagles and other birds.
Individual eagles differ
in temperament and toler-
ance to human and natural
activities. Some are easily
displaced by human/eagle
interactions, whereas oth-
ers are more accustomed to
close interactions with hu-
mans. April, May and June
are particularly sensitive
periods for nesting eagles.
Overall, reducing the po-
tential for sustained close
human/eagle interactions
has been documented to al-
low greater nesting success
of eagles throughout the
United States.

“We appreciate the pub-
lic’s assistance in protecting
the bald eagles of Voyageurs
National Park,: Superinten-
dent Mike Ward said. “Re-
ducingthe potential adverse
impacts at eagle nesting
areas ensures that we are
successful at sustaining the
VNP eagle population.”

Voyageurs National Park
biologists located 67 bald
eagle nests within the park

Two areas around active eagle nests in VNP are
temporarily closed.

boundary on April 15 while
conducting the42nd consec-
utive springaerial survey to
determine the number and
location of nesting pairs
present.

The survey has been con-
ducted each year from 1973.

Winter conditions were
severe and continued late
into April, reported park
officials. On May 11, there
was still much ice on most
of the major lakes making
navigation hazardous and
impossible.

“It is likely that a signifi-
cant number of previously
occupied breeding terri-
tories with incubators in
2013 (35) were not occupied
on April 15, 2014,” stated
a release from the park. A
second occupancy survey
is planned for late May to
locate more occupied breed-
ingterritories and late incu-
bating pairs.

Adult pairs were ob-
served on April 15 incubat-
ing at 27 nests, compared to
351in 2013, 341in 2012, and 37

nests in 2011.

Active incubation oc-
curred at one park nest on
Crane Lake, 12 on Kabetoga-
ma Lake, three on Namakan
Lake, seven on Rainy Lake,
three on Sandpoint Lake
and one on an interior lake.
Two non-incubating pairs
also occupied nests in breed-
ing territories — one on
Kabetogama Lake and one
on Namakan Lake.

One new park nest was
found and six other nests
blew down or the nest trees
fell over since the 2013
breeding season.

The park follows the rec-
ommended conservation
management actions of the
Bald Eagle and Golden Ea-
gle Management Act. Each
year since 1992, the park has
temporarily closed the land
and water areas around ac-
tive bald eagle nests to visi-
tor use during their critical
nesting periods. Some eagle
pairsnest inlate March and
early April; others may not
have initiated nesting until

late April or early May.

The closed areas are
marked with closure signs
and buoys. Specific man-
agement recommendations
from a two-year research
study on the effects of water-
craft on bald eagles nesting
in Voyageurs National Park
are also being applied for
the 12th consecutive year.

Park managers are ask-
ing motorized and non-mo-
torized watercraft users
not to travel within 200
meters, or about 650 feet, of
nests where bald eagles are
actively nesting during the
closure period — early May
through mid-August. Boat-
ers are also encouraged not
to stop on the water within
the 200 meters near active
nesting sites.

The breeding areas
around two of the park’s
27 sites occupied by breed-
ing pairs are temporarily
closed to campers and other
human activities. After the
young leave the nest, these
temporarily closed park
areas will be reopened for
public use.

Two of the park’s 291 de-
veloped day use, camping
and houseboat sites are af-
fected by the temporary clo-
sures. The closed developed
areas are on Kabetogama
Lake:

® Happy Landing Camp-
site (K-11) is on the park’s
new reservation system and
will be closed until further
notice.

mCamelback Island
Campesite (K-3).

If more breeding areas
are found with actively
nesting pairs that fall
within conservation man-
agement guidelines after
this news release is issued,
more park areas may be
posted closed.

Rainer City Council discusses water rates

BY SPENSER BICKETT
Staff Writer

RANIER- The Ranier
City Council Wednesday
listened to citizen concerns
regarding the water and
sewer rates in Ranier and
International Falls.

Barry “Woody” Woods
addressed the council about
Ranier citizens’ water and
sewer rates, which he said
he believes are unrea-
sonably high. In a letter
Woods read to the council,
he called for a committee
of citizens to be created
to look into the water and
sewer rates, and try to find
out why they are what they
are.

In the letter, Woods also
said the city should hire a
forensic accountant to look
into the sewer and water
rates, in order to find what
Woods called “unreason-
able or questionable fees.”

If some of these fees are
found, Woods wrote, then

the city of Ranier can move
forward on addressing the
concerns.

“If the accountant finds
unreasonable or question-
able fees than hire an ex-
pert engineer to address
the concerns and back him
up ifneed be, so Ranier can
litigate against the offend-
ing party and maybe get
back some of our money
back,” Woods wrote.

In other business, the
council approved the hiring
of one additional part-time
employee for the summer
to help with maintenance
in the city of Ranier.

The council also heard
an update from Mary Ann
Kasich about the Ranier
Rainy Lake Sunsets pro-
gram, which starts June
21. The program is a weekly
get-together on Saturday
nights during the summer,
Kasich said, where vendors
can set up tables at the
Spruce Street Dock, and
where people can come out
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SATURDAY JUNE 7™

BBQ & Beer Tasting
FREE ADMISSION!

and enjoy the sunsets and
entertainment.

Eric Johnson ofthe Heart
of the Continent Partner-
ship also gave a presenta-
tion to the council about the
HCOP’s effort with National
Geographic. The group is
seeking nominations for a
geotourism map, he said,
which will compile unique
resources like trails, lakes,

restaurants, lodging, and
more into an interactive
map of the region.

Potential tourists will be
able to use the map to plan
their trips to the Heart of
the Continent, which en-
compasses the Arrowhead
region of northern Minne-
sota. Nominations can be
submitted at www.travelthe-
heart.org.
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* Houseplants

e Garden Décor ltems
¢ Cookbooks

e Pots & Planters
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Saturday, May 31 -9 to 11 am

First Lutheran

(A-frame church across from the High School)

Whole Pies: $10

Slice of Homemade
Cake and Coffee: $3

—

Join us for this
Fundraiser for
Vacation Bible School

Church

123 Wayside Lane

VIKING
BAR

412 3rd Street
International Falls, MN
218-283-4000

Public

The Solid Waste Transfer Station and
Recycle Center will be CLOSED on

Monday,

in observance of Memorial Day.

Normal operating hours are
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

If you have any questions please
contact the Environmental

Notice

May 26*

Services Department
at 283-1157
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Pelland Welding

Fabrication ¢ Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

SAWS - MOWERS * TRIMMERS

SUMMER LABOR SAVERS
5521P Lawn Mower S— > ¢

* 3-in-1 Mulch/Rear Bag/Side
Discharge

» Handle folds for easy storage

* 21 inch cutting width

* 140cc Briggs & Stratton engine

» Compact design

323-L Trimmer

e Lightweight

HjHusqvarna

*24.5¢cc
*1.2hp

Tough Name.Tough Equipment.”
www.husqvarna.com

* Auto return stop switch
3122 Hwy. 332 ¢ Int'l Falls, MN ¢ (218) 285-7071

MSRP
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DA% SATISFACTION GUARAVTEE

Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

:n Bennett Repair LLC.

SNOWMOBILE, ATV AND |

I SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 1
i - 24 Hour Emergency Service — I
| - Full Line of Amsoil Products — |
I Paul Bennett Jr. 218-343-4451 24"" L
I pjbennett71@hotmail.com }‘ I
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SOMETHING SO LITTLE
SHOULDN'T HURT THIS BAD.

You don't have to live with the pain. We know feet, we know
\ what makes them hurt and more importantly, not hurt.

* Referrals usually not necessary
* Most types of insurance accepted

I
‘ Call and ask for one of our ABPS board-certified podiatrists.
‘ Dr. Stacey Nipp, D.P.M.
I
9,
L )
@,

Dr. Robert Nipp, D.P.M.
.‘

Dr. Curt Kristensen, D.P.M.
NORTHERN FOOT &

ANKLE ASSOCIATES

podiatric medicine & surgary

HIBBING & VIRGINIA
400.327.1819

‘ DULUTH
722.0b15

Breakfast Specials
Mon.-Sat. $6.29 * Sunday $7.29

Big Moose Skillet with hashbrowns
Breakfast Sandwich with hashbrowns
French Toast w/eggs & sausage or bacon
Blueberry Pancakes w/eggs & sausage
or bacon ‘
Biscuits & Gravy w/eggs & hashbrowns
Cinnamon Swirl French Toast with

ham & eggs

Blueberry Cream Cheese Crepes with
eggs & ham

Dinner Specials

Half Chicken Dinner
Full Rack of BBQ Ribs
Pan Fried Walleye
Mozzarella Girasole
w/Marinara Sauce
Fishermen’s Catch
Rib Eye Steak
Chicken Kiev

Dinners include choice of potato & salad. Choice of soup for $1.00

Canadian
. Money at par!
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4 Mon.

" Tues.

Wed.
Thurs.

$10.99
$17.99
$14.99

$10.99
$16.99
$17.99
$11.99

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.




