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Be Part of

PARADE DAY
& Hometown Holiday Weekend Nov. 28 & 29
Special Sales Friday to 7 p.m. • $1,500 Cash Certiicate Prizes!

SHOP BOTH DAYS & REGISTER
AT EACH PARTICIPATING BUSINESS.

MANY CHANCES TO WIN $25 GIFT CERTIFICATES (2 PER STORE!)
Ballan Furniture, Ben Franklin Crafts ,The Bootery, Border Cuts, Borderland Jewelry, City Drug,

Dairy Queen Grill & Chill, Duty Free Americas, Gearhart Floral & Gifts, The Hideaway, Iverne’s,

It’s AGirl Thing, Mason’s on Main, Ronning’s, Sjoblom’s Landscape & Nursery, Slumberland,

Swanky Sweet Pea, The Sports Shop, The Tattered Angel, Thunderbird Lodge

HOMETOWN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
ALL DAY FRIDAY NOV. 28

Many Stores Open Later
Register at Participating Businesses for
$25 Gift Certificates (2 per store),
$300 Grand Prize Chamber Dollars, &
Giant Coca Cola Christmas Bear!

FRIDAY AFTERNOON PARADE DAY
CENTENNIAL PARK (Next to Border Boxes)
Outdoor Fire Pits ~ Music ~
1:30 p.m. Cutest Holiday Pet Contest

OUTDOOR PROMENADE,
Then Indoors Shannon Square $25 Prizes
Just Dress Up Your Pets & Come!

Free Hot Chocolate & Cookies
3:30 – 6:30 p.m. Mann’s Old-fashioned

Wagon Rides, Free

FRIDAY EVENING ELKS LODGE
5-6:30 p.m. Visits with Santa (Bring Your Camera)
Sloppy Joes & Hot Dogs

7 p.m. Live Music After the Parade

7 P.M. PARADE
´Twas the Lights Before Christmas Parade
Lineup 6-6:30 p.m. South of Falls Lumber
Register at the Chamber until 6 p.m.,
283-9400

SATURDAY NOV. 29
Special Sales and Registrations Continue
for $25 Gift Certificates, $300 Grand Prize,
and Giant Coca Cola Christmas Bear

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Backus Holiday Shopping &
Craft Festival.11 a.m.-2 p.m. Lunch

10 a.m. Free Movies with Santa at Cine 5:
Doors Open 9:00 a.m.

• Santa Buddies: Legend of Santa Paws
• Lady and the Tramp
• The Goonies

BRINGYOUR PETTO CENTENNIAL PARK FRIDAY 1:30 P.M.

BRIEF OUTDOOR PROMENADE,INDOOR JUDGING AT
SHANNON SQUARE

´Twas the Lights Before Christmas

PARADE ROUTE

RETURNS
Gather on both

Fourth & Third Streets!

Friday, Nov. 28 7 p.m.
Still time to enter! Entry

forms at the Chamber.

GRAND PRIZE $300!
Chamber Dollars

SHOP FRIDAY
& SATURDAY!

REGISTER
FOR GIFT

CERTIFICATES

THANK YOU PARADE SPONSORS!
Boise Paper, City Drug Store, Minnesota Power,

Rainy River Veterinary Hospital, TruStar Federal Credit Union, Waschke Family GM Center
Motorists: Thank you for respecting the parade route. Merry Christmas!

w

CITY OF

INTERNATIONAL FALLS

Enjoy a cup of cocoa and GET

20% OFF at the Jefferson National

Park Association Bookstore at

RAINY LAKE VISITOR CENTER

(through Dec. 6)!

“This is the wave of the 
future for sustainable farm-
ing for areas like ours, who 
traditionally just have a sea-
sonal growing season,” Ma-
son said.

EDA President Gail Rog-
nerud said all the food sold 
from the facility, in addition 
to being locally grown, would 
be classified as organic.

“If you go to the facility you 
see how it actually works, it’s 
pretty amazing,” Rognerud 
said. “And the lettuce is beau-
tiful, it’s not like lettuce we 
normally have.”

“It’s iceberg lettuce, and I 
can see, ‘Icebox of the Nation 
iceberg lettuce,’” EDA Com-
missioner Paul Eklund said. 
“That sounds great.”

The produce would also 
be eligible for exportation to 
Ontario, Mason said, as it’s 
grown in a soil-free process. 

There would be licensing and 
paperwork involved, but it is 
an opportunity for distribu-
tors to expand their business 
model, she said.

The facility would be 
heated with wood chips or 
briquettes, Mason said, so 
it would be heated with bio-
mass and not fossil fuels.

The project would require 
wetland mitigation, and that 
process takes about a year, 
Rognerud said.

Attorney Steve Shermoen 
said by law, if an EDA sells 
land to a developer, construc-
tion on the project needs to 

begin within 
1 2  mont h s 
of the sale. 
This project’s 
1 2 - m o n t h 
d e a d l i n e 
would begin 
once wetland 
m it i g at ion 
is approved, 
S h e r m o e n 
said.

“You’re probably looking 
at being operational in 2017, 
I would think,” Shermoen 
said.

Projects like this one are 
why the EDA purchased the 
multimodal district, Eklund 
said, and the development 
is good news for the local 
economy.

“It’s one of the most excit-
ing propositions I’ve heard in 
a long time,” Eklund said. “It 
just shows that we can move 
forward into the future.”

Along with a recent project 
involving Rainy Lake Oil and 
Bergstrom Wood Products, 

EDA Commissioner Pete 
Kalar said it shows more con-
fidence in the local business 
community.

“It’s good to see people 
showing confidence in Inter-
national Falls,” Kalar said. 
“We can do something like 
this, and (they) are willing 
to come here, and it says a 
lot for all the hard-working 
people here.”

In other business, the 
EDA approved on a 4-1 vote 
a motion to advertise for an 
exploratory committee to 
determine the need for a per-
manent housing and building 
committee. EDA Commis-
sioner Bob Anderson voted 
against the motion.

The committee idea was 
proposed by EDA Commis-
sioner Cynthia Jaksa, who 
initially proposed creating a 
permanent committee simi-
lar to the EDA Advisory 
Board. After discussion, she 
amended her proposal to the 
exploratory committee idea.

“To have the time, talent, 
energy and focus, you almost 
need a group of people de-
voted to this like we have an 
economic advisory board,” 
Jaksa said.

Eklund said he was curi-
ous about the direction the 
committee would take, as 
well as its scope. There is also 
a specific process in place for 
appointing committee mem-
bers, he said, which should 
be followed.

“I’d like to see us follow 
process, to make sure we’re 
doing everything transpar-
ent,” Eklund said.

The committee would need 
to be exploratory to gauge 
interest to form a permanent 
committee, Kalar said.

The city of International 
Falls has a housing and re-
development commission, 
Anderson said, which would 
be the first step before creat-
ing a new committee. Jaksa 
said she’s reached out to the 
commission, and hasn’t had 

much participation from its 
members.

The housing issue is vi-
tal enough to support hav-
ing more people involved, 
Eklund said.

“We really can’t have too 
many interested folks in-
volved,” Eklund said. “If 
there’s interest, there’s inter-
est, and we need as much help 
as we can get.”

International Falls city 
councilor-elect Brian Briggs, 
who was in the audience, said 
if the committee is formed, 
the EDA needs to spell out its 
rules and responsibilities, so 
people knew what it entailes.

“If you’re going to try and 
get people to sign up, I haven’t 
heard what they’re signing 
up for, unless I missed that,” 
Briggs said.

Anderson voted against 
the motion, because he said 
he was confused by what the 
details of it were. Rogenrud 
voted for it, and said she was 
a little confused by it as well.
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$204,000 transfer, based on 
a 2007 water cost analysis, 
from the city’s water and 
sewer fund to the general 
fund to offset water and 
sewer expenses, and there-
by reduce the levy for the 
general government fund, 
Anderson said.

In addition, the perma-
nent improvement fund and 
reserve for capital outlay is 
expected to be reduced.

Anderson told the coun-
cil at the conclusion of Mon-
day’s meeting that further 
revisions must be made to 
cover a $12,847 levy deficit.

Meanwhile, Anderson 
said International Falls 
property owners may not 
see an increase in 2015 in 
taxes they pay even with 
the proposed 2-percent in-
crease in the city levy over 
2014.

A $109,000 increase in 
the city’s tax base should 
more than offset the levy 
increase on proper ties 
which have had no change 
in value, providing a slight 
decrease in the city’s por-
tion of the taxes, he said.

“Even though there is 
an increase in the levy dol-
lars, the increase is a lesser 
amount than the growth in 
the city,” he said.

In discussing the costs 
of the water and sewer ser-
vices, councilors noted that 
residents in 2015 will see 
the final year of a three-
year 5-percent increase in 
water and sewer rates.

The draft budget and 
levy worksheet shows the 
water and sewer fund at 
$ 3.1 million in expendi-
tures and $3.6 million in 
revenues, with a $600,000 
transfer. Anderson said the 
city would pay $1.7 million 
to the North Koochiching 
Area Sanitary District for 

services.
Other city funds dis-

cussed Monday included 
the airport, showing ex-
penditures of $770,651 and 
revenues of $489,025, with 
the levy filling a gap of 
$281,626.

Councilor Cynthia Jak-
sa asked about how the 
city could fund its share of 
costs, estimated at $500,000, 
of a planned remodeling of 
the Falls International Air-
port terminal. Koochiching 
County, the co-owner of the 
airport, would also pay that 
amount toward the project.

Mayor Anderson, who 
serves as the chairman of 
the local airport commis-
sion, said the funding could 
be spread over the next four 
years. He said construc-
tion may begin in 2016, but 
hoped it would start in 2015.

Jaksa said the only way 
the city will be able to pay 
for the project is by a prop-
erty tax increase.
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makes mashed potatoes 
and gravy to go with it 
and other Thanksgiving 
food. After that we eat it! 
Yum Yum!

-Taylor
My Grandma cooks 

the turkey on Thanks-
giving. I think she stuffs 
it .  I  don’t real ly like 
stuffing. She seasons it 
and puts it in a big pan. 
I think she cooks it for 
about seven hours at 
about 100 degrees. She 
leaves it out too cool. 
Then she starts serv-
ing it.

-Piper
My mom gets a turkey 

at the store. First you 
put seasonings on it . 
Then we put it in the 
oven. It bakes for about 

half an hour. We take it 
out of the oven. We let it 
cool. After that we put 
it on our plates to eat. 
Then we eat. We also 
have mashed potatoes 
and corn too.

-Gage
How to make a tur-

key? You get the turkey 
at the store. Get a pan. 
You cook it. We set the 
oven timer for about an 
hour. We set the oven 
at 355 degrees. We play 
while it cooks. Then we 
take the turkey out and 
have gravy and stuffing 
and eat. My grandma 
cooks it.

-Logan
We get our turkey at 

Sup er One.  B ot h my 
mom and dad cook. They 
put a thermometer in it. 
They put it in a big pan 
and put it in the oven. 
It cooks for a half hour. 

When it cooks they are 
maki ng stu f f i ng a nd 
rice.  We make g rav y 
with the juice. When it 
comes out of the oven 
we eat it. It tastes won-
derful.

-Paxton
My mom cooks the 

turkey. She cooks it for 
700 minutes. I wait for 
t he  t u rkey.  We h ave 
mashed potatoes and 
gravy. She stuffs it. We 
eat it in Freedom.

-Jaydon
My dad bri ngs t he 

turkey to my Grandmas. 
First she pokes, then she 
puts it in the oven. She 
cooks mashed potatoes 
with it and puts gravy 
with both of them. It 
cooks for like an hour 
and I play with my cous-
ins. Then it comes out of 
the oven and we eat it.

-Shaylee
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