A8 | November 5,2014

www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

OUR VIEW

Got your
flu shot?

Thinking about getting
a flu shot?

If not, we and the
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
urge you to do so.

In an effort to put Ebola
in perspective, the CDC
notes more Americans
will die this winter from
the flu, or influenza, than
Ebola.

So, if you’re concerned
about Ebola, why not take
a good step toward ending
the respiratory virus
known as the flu that
poses even greater risk
than Ebola in America?

It appears much is
being done to keep Ebola
from posing the health
risks in American it
does in Africa. Gov.

Mark Dayton reviewed
the state’s preparedness
measures with top
officials in October.

He has asked the
Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport to
join five others getting
special federal medical
screening.

In addition, state health
officials have said they
are confident they could
contain an outbreak in
Minnesota.

We're not trying
downplay the killer Ebola
virus. It is serious and
precautions must be
made to handle people
traveling into the United
States from countries in
which the Ebola virus has
spread.

But unlike the seasonal
flu viruses, the current
Ebola virus cannot
spread through the air.
Instead, it is transmitted
by physical contact
with the saliva, blood or
other bodily fluids of an
infected person.

Fever and other
prominent symptoms
typically appear before
a patient becomes
contagious, giving
hospitals and clinics a
chance to identify Ebola
cases early and isolate the
patients and anyone who
has had close contact with
them.

The CDC has noted
Ebola and the flu have
similar symptoms.
Should fewer people show
up at hospitals across
the nation with flu-like
symptoms, it may be
easier to identify someone
who could potentially
have Ebola.

The more people who
get the flu vaccination,
the fewer people will get
it. Sure, about 60 percent
of the people who get the
flu vaccination will still
get the flu, but that’s
better than nothing.

Even if Ebola weren’t
in the picture, we like the
idea of fewer children,
elderly and co-workers
getting and possibly
spreading the flu.

Now is the time to
consider getting the
flu vaccine, if not for
yourself, for others.

How to contact your lawmakers

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111

Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan

2447 Rayburn House Office
Building

Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211

Website: www.nolan.house.
gov

Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Office of
Congressman Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125

Duluth, MN 55802
Phone: 218-464-5095
Fax: 218-464-5098

Brainerd Office of
Congressman Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall

501 Laurel Street
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat

302 Hart Senate Office
Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Office:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220

Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat

Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641

Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton

130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.

St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717

E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill

571 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd.

Capitol, Room 226

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606
Capitol Office phone:

(651) 296-8881

Email:

www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

Share your point of view

Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or
contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-

sions take place.

GUEST COLUMN

=

91021

The turning point in Canada’s terrorism

TORONTO, Canada
— The live TV coverage
on CBCNN brought back
memories of another
assassination — the
assassination of JFK.
A funeral procession
punctuated by drumbeats
and bagpipes. Only this
time, a country’s grief
focused on Corporal
Nathan Cirillo. Only
this time, the haunting
image of a child that’ll be
reproduced forever was
Carrillo’s 5-year-old son
Marcus, bravely walking
in the parade, his life
changed forever.

Just as Canada’s course
has changed forever.

When Michael Zehalf-
Bibeau killed the unarmed
24-year-old Cirillo
standing guard at the
National War Memorial,
and then stormed
Parliament Hill, it was
in what police conclude
was an “ideological
and political” act — the
second of two sucker
punches from radical
Islam. Two days earlier,
a sympathizer of the
terrorist group ISIS ran
over and killed Warrant
Officer Patrice Vincent in
the province of Quebec.

Pundits in Toronto’s
superb local newspapers
and on airwaves talk of
a “loss of innocence” for
the 147-year-old country, a
claim that’s as inaccurate
as saying 9/11 was a
“loss of innocence” for
the U.S., or that the 2008
Mumbai terrorist attacks
that took 164 lives was a

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Chancellor, re-engage
your faculty in reforms

Chancellor Steven Rosen-
stone and key leaders of the
Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities system
need to quickly convince a
growing number of faculty
memberstorejoin MnSCU’s
ambitious “Charting the
Future” plan.

The plan, more than two
years in the making, is at
a critical juncture. Two
faculty unions last week
voted to withdraw from the
statewide effort, and faculty
senates at Winona State
University and St. Cloud
State University issued
votes of “no confidence” in
Rosenstone.

Charting the Future is
MnSCU administration’s
vision of how to improve ef-
ficiencies and control costs
of the entire MnSCU system
mainly through more col-
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GANDELMAN

INDEPENDENT'S EYE

“loss of innocence” for
India. But was it an event
that will set in motion
transformations? Yes.

The Globe and Mail
columnist Lawrence
Martin notes that the
twin murders’ timing
will strengthen Prime
Minister Stephen Harper:
“It may be short in
duration, but patriotism is
overflowing in this land
right now,” he writes. “In
times like these, people
want a strong man.
Security becomes a top-
drawer issue. It all plays
perfectly to the politics of
Mr. Harper, who is being
lauded for his handling of
this crisis.”

He points out that
it seemed like only
yesterday when Harper’s
decision to have Canada
join the air battle against
ISIS, and his warnings
that Canada was a
terrorist target, were
being ignored or pooh-
poohed.

Meanwhile, Canadian
ambassador to the United
States Gary Doer has been

laboration.

Knowing MnSCU has
430,000 students, 54 cam-
puses and a large adminis-
trative network, it’s reason-
able to question whether the
system’s operating model is
sustainable for the long
term without major re-
forms. And that’s clearly a
driving force behind Chart-
ing the Future.

However, to develop and
apply potential solutions to
such a broad system simply
cannot be done effectively
without faculty support,
which appears to be erod-
ing.

In addition, Rosenstone
and Charting the Future
supporters have made a
big deal about how ‘5,000
students, faculty and staff”
have contributed to the plan
so far. Plus, proponents
continue to state they want
input to help shape details.
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trying to put out a media
firestorm in his assigned
country. Pundits on Fox
News and other ideologues
are vastly inflating the
number of Canadians
fighting with ISIS to
bolster their claims that
Canada is a bee’s nest of
Muslim terrorism and a
danger to the U.S. They
inaccurately suggest the
two killers of Cirillo and
Vincent could have easily
crossed into the United
States.

“But neither had a
passport. What part of
that don’t you get?” Doer
told The National Post.
“Part of my job is to say
“You shouldn’t be pointing
fingers: you should be
looking in the mirror if
you have a problem.””

Good luck, with that,
Mr. Ambassador. If
America is the land of
the free, it’s also now the
home of predictable and
tiresomely trite political
ideologues. For instance,
in a blog post, Republican
Mike Huckabee simply
couldn’t control himself,
and had to point at
Parliament sergeant-
at-arms Kevin Vikers’
shooting of Zehalf-Bibeau
to slam gun control.

“So if you’re keeping
score, once again: a would-
be mass murderer who
might have wiped out half
the Canadian government
was not stopped by
sharpened flagpoles. He
was stopped by a good guy
with a gun,” Huckabee the
Hack wrote.

To be true to those words
means convincing faculty
members to rejoin the ef-
fort.

The good news is ini-
tial statements from the
two unions indicated their
withdrawal is more about
frustration with the pro-
cess than rejecting recom-
mendations.

News reports noted
union leaders believe out-
comes were predetermined.
They also wanted more
representation and pos-
sibly more power moving
forward. Finally, they are
upset with limited trans-
parency, most evident in a
$2 million contract Rosen-
stone signed with a consult-
ing company that initially
volunteered to help.

Unfortunately, Rosen-
stone has yet to indicate
he is willing to talk about
these issues in an effort

The Conservative
government here is now
looking into ways to
handle and contain its
citizens who back, support
or join terrorist groups. It
will likely seek additions
to the pending “Protection
of Canada from Terrorists
Act,” which would be
the first major national
security revision since
1984. Today, citizens of
the United States’ biggest
customer are having
a conversation about
checks and balances while
considering giving police
broader powers.

“The strongest
counterattack we can
make upon the Islamic
State...will be to make
certain that the Canada
of yesterday will
continue unchanged, for,
if necessary, the next
several decades,” Toronto
Star columnist Richard
Gwyn wrote. “It’s as
considerable a challenge
as we’ve ever faced. If we
do it right, we’ll be leading
the world.”

Canada’s nickname is
“True North Strong and
Free.” It’ll be struggling
to keep that nickname as
it moves further into what
promises to be a brutal,
ultra-violent, terrorism-
plagued 21st century — as
it responds to its wake-up
call.

Gandelman’s
columns are distributed
exclusively by Cagle
Cartoons newspaper
syndicate.

to get these faculty unions
and senates re-engaged in
Charting the Future.

MnSCU issued a state-
ment after St. Cloud State’s
vote that said it was “dis-
appointed that the faculty
union leaders are employ-
ing this tactic to further
their goal of stopping the
critical conversations that
make up Charting the Fu-
ture.” In response to ear-
ly votes, supporters said
Charting the Future would
move forward by continu-
ing to meet with faculty,
students and staff.

Again, there is merit
in Charting the Future’s
goals. However, a system as
large as MnSCU will never
reach them when key play-
ers such as faculty are not
engaged. It’s the chancel-
lor’sjob to bring them back.

St. Cloud Times,
Oct. 30



