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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.
gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125
Duluth, MN  55802
Phone:  218-464-5095
Fax:  218-464-5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. 

Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed 
and include the telephone number and address of the 
letter writer. Only the author’s city address will  be 
published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, Inter-
national Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail 
to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

To the editor,
In February of 2007 

Gov. Tim Pawlenty signed 
into law Minnesota’s 
Renewable Energy Act, 
which requires that by 
the year 2025 a full 25 
percent of energy used 
in Minnesota must come 
from a renewable resource.

Since that time we 
have seen wind tower 
generators, photoelectric 
cells, geothermal heating 
and cooling systems and 
more installed.

What we have not seen 
is the cost associated with 
these systems. To be sure, 
some systems, such as 
geothermal heating and 
cooling for homes, have 
become economically 
viable. While others, such 
as wind farms and solar 
generation, remain cost 
prohibitive.

Our utilities are adding 
a surcharge to our power 
bills to defray some of the 
cost for wind generation. 
Investor owned utilities, 
such as Minnesota Power 
/ ALLETE, are paying a 
tax to pay for solar rebates, 
which means that you the 
consumer are actually 
paying for it.

I am going to give you 
an example of the lack of 
viability of solar energy. 
This can be verified by 
looking at the Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources website.

Between 2010 and 
2013 the Minnesota DNR 
installed solar energy 
panels at 23 of its locations 
throughout the state.

Total cost $1,615,359. 
Average cost $70,233 per 
installation.

Average output 13.2 

percent / generation 
capacity.

Average 72.63 years/
simple payback

By any stretch of the 
imagination this would not 
be considered an effective 
use of taxpayer money. 
One would get the feeling 
that our state government 
sees taxpayers as a never 
ending money supply and 
they have the right to do 
what they want with our 
money. Yes, you read that 
correctly, our money. It 
does not belong to the 
federal, state, county, 
city government or the 
school boards. It is taken 
from the taxpayer to 
support projects which 
are necessary for the good 
of all of us. And when the 
decisions have been made 
to invest in infrastructure, 
they need to be made using 

sound business principles.
A common sense 

approach to our energy 
needs would go a long way 
toward getting all of us 
where we want to be.

Clean affordable energy 
is possible and just 
around the corner; all we 
need is for government 
and industry to work 
together.

2014 is an election year. 
We have an opportunity 
to put in place elected 
officials who will listen 
to “We the People” rather 
than party bosses. Once 
they are in place we need 
to hold them accountable 
to follow our wishes.

Stand up, make your 
voice heard and bring 
some common sense back 
to our government. 

Bruce Sampson
Ray, MN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Common sense vs. renewable energy

To the editor,
My campaign for 

Minnesota House of 
Representatives here in 
District 3A is based on my 
“Vote Smart” platform. 
This platform includes the 
concepts of smarter taxes 
and smarter government. 
Let’s start with smarter 
taxes. The flawed ideology 
of mindless spending 
and increased taxing 
has to stop. Throwing 
our precious financial 
resources down the black 
hole of bureaucracy is 
both irresponsible and 
unsustainable.

Last year, our state 
legislators handed us the 
largest tax increase in 
Minnesota history raising 
$2.1 billion in new taxes 
and the biggest budget in 
history. That averages to an 
increase of $1,000 for every 
household in Minnesota. 
Our legislators say the 

budget is balanced, but 
that’s only if we exclude 
$10 billion in federal 
subsidies, ignore tens 
of billions in unfunded 
pension liabilities and 
pretend that we don’t have 
to pay off the billions of 
dollars of outstanding state 
bonds. For the budget to 
be balanced, we also have 
to ignore all dedicated 
funding like the gas taxes, 
lottery profits and fees 
like snowmobile licenses 
and fishing licenses. This 
over taxation produced a 
surplus of over a billion 
dollars. This is somewhat 
embarrassing for the 
legislators, outrageous 
for us taxpayers and 
problematic for those 
hoping to be reelected. In 
a recent Journal article, 
Rep. Dave Dill neglected to 
mention that the massive 
surplus was the result 
of taxes he voted for last 

year. He would like us to 
believe that the windfall 
came from an improving 
economy.

Many vocal citizens are 
calling for the entire huge 
surplus to be returned to 
those who were over taxed. 
Our legislators have been 
busy explaining why they 
couldn’t possibly give us 
our money back. They have 
big plans for it; they always 
do.

Since this is an election 
year, over the past weeks 
some smoke and mirrors 
were used to provide what 
is being billed as a tax 
relief plan. It is nothing 
of the sort. A few of the 
more egregious taxes — 
that our legislators voted 
for last year — that were 
detrimental to business, 
and in turn jobs, are now 
being repealed and we are 
asked to believe that we 
are getting tax relief. The 

repealed taxes give us back 
about 25¢ on the overtaxed 
dollar. Oh my.

Passing a tax one year, 
driving business out of the 
state and then repealing 
it the next year makes no 
sense. What a waste of time 
and energy not to mention 
the jobs that these taxes 
drove out of Minnesota.

We need to elect state 
officials whose best interest 
is our best interest here 
in rural Minnesota. They 
need to do their job and 
represent not only the 
people that voted for them 
but all the people in their 
district. In November, 
let’s do better. Get to know 
your candidates and their 
records on voting for 
higher taxes. “Vote Smart” 
and vote Eric Johnson for 
Minnesota House 3A. 

Eric Johnson
International Falls, 

MN

PAID ELECTION LETTER

Let’s start with smarter taxes

Drone reg ulat ions 
filled with pitfalls

The use of drones is 
about to explode.

...
Law makers...are be -

ginning to look at how to 
regulate the unmanned 
flying units. It’s a needed 
discussion that’s fraught 
with danger.

Most want legislation 
that would require law 
enforcement officials to be 
granted a warrant before 
using drones in investiga-
tions. While there is gen-
eral agreement on requir-
ing warrants, even limits 
on government use can 

have unintended conse-
quences. Washington state 
lawmakers passed a bill 
that limits government use 
of drones, but also limits 
the public’s right to govern-
ment information. The law 
says images taken from a 
government drone must 
not allow the disclosure 
of “personal information” 
that “describes, locates or 
indexes anything about a 
person.”

That would mean that 
a government drone tak-
ing images of a wildfire 
couldn’t be shown to the 
public if a car or person or 
private property might be 

identifiable, even though 
those same images are 
currently public records 
if the government shoots 
the images from a helicop-
ter flying over a wildfire. 
Such limits on the public’s 
right to access government 
information is unaccept-
able.

...Even the current use 
of drones for commercial 
purposes is in f lux. The 
FAA has taken the stance 
hobbyists can legally f ly 
drones, but not those who 
use them for paid commer-
cial use. But a federal judge 
this month ruled that com-
mercial use of drones is 

legal. ... the FAA is to have 
guidelines in place by next 
year for commercial use...

More controversial will 
be any laws limiting the 
use of drones by individu-
als or businesses. ...there 
will be privacy issues..: Pri-
vate investigators tracking 
people, drones peering... 
onto private property, and 
activists using them to ex-
pose problems...

Texas legislators pro-
posed a bill to ban aerial 
photography from remote 
veh icle s ,  a nd pr ivacy 
groups have petitioned 
for every drone f light to 
require FAA approval.

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Any program designed 
to help Borderland 
families address problems 
involving children before 
intervention is needed 
deserves support.

The Parent Support 
Outreach Program, 
or PSOP, will soon 
be implemented in 
Koochiching County. 
Key to the program is its 
voluntary participation 
by families who may need 
some assistance that could 
ultimately help in avoiding 
other, more intrusive 
assistance by county and 
state officials.

Many of us may have 
witnessed a behavior or 
an incident that causes 
concern about the welfare 
of a child. In most cases, 
it’s an isolated incident 
that requires no action. 
But some of us may have 
seen something that 
raises red flags and have 
felt compelled to call 
county officials to ask if 
something can be done. 
Unless certain standards 
are met, county officials 
cannot get involved 
in many cases until 
something else, often a 
more alarming incident, 
occurs.

PSOP will allow county 
officials to follow up 
with eligible families 

with assistance that will 
connect them to resources 
that will help them learn 
how to create healthy, 
nurturing homes, to 
reach out to family and 
friends for support, and to 
access local services that 
can build a foundation to 
address needs that aren’t 
now being met.

PSOP workers meet 
with families who accept 
the services, assess family 
needs and strengths and 
together make decisions 
about what services or 
resources can be accessed 
to provide support.

Families experiencing 
poverty, chemical 
dependency and other 
negative issues can often 
lessen the risk of requiring 
the services of child 
protection workers if they 
receive services to help 
them address those issues.

And requiring less 
assistance or intervention 
by county officials may 
help to lessen the case 
loads county social 
workers now handle. And 
that’s good for everyone.

A community gains 
strength and stability 
when its families and 
children are healthy, well 
rounded and productive 
members. PSOP is a good 
start toward this end.

OUR VIEW

Aiming for a 
better future
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