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Mr. Right’s only wrong is
hanging out with his exes

DEAR ABBY: I have
been dating Mr. Right for
two years. “Phil” is the
man I want to spend my life
with. When we are together
privately, everything is
perfect.

The problem is, Phil
hangs out with his old
college buddies every few
weeks or months, and it
often involves his ex-girl-
friends. They don’t hang
out alone. There is always
at least one other person
there. The situations usual-
ly include drinking, which
worries me.

In my opinion, Phil
should not be seeing his
exes, even though his col-
lege friends are still buddies
with them. Phil doesn’t un-
derstand why I think this is
so wrong. I am uncomfort-
able and think he should
avoid these situations.

Am I overly jealous, or
should I call it quits because
he won’t respect my feelings
on the matter? — HOME
ALONE IN KOKOMO

DEAR HOME ALONE:
Idon’t think you are overly
jealous, but I do think you
may be overly insecure. Has
Phil given you any reason
to think he has cheated on
you? If not, you should trust
that he is doing nothing
more than hanging out oc-
casionally with old friends.

You say he is encounter-
ing exes (plural) when he
sees his male friends. If
it was just one, you might
have cause to worry. Re-
member, these women are
exes for a reason. Unless
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you want to be another
ex, you should lighten up
because insecurity and
possessiveness are unat-
tractive traits.

DEAR ABBY: We have
lived next door to a cou-
ple, “Evie” and “Earl,” for
five years. I thought we
were good friends. Over
the years, I vented to Evie
about my relationship with
my daughter-in-law, “Cate.”
I watch my two grandkids
most of the week and have
complained to her about
Cate’s poor parenting skills.

Last summer, my daugh-
ter-in-law made a concerted
effort to befriend Evie, and
they now socialize together
-- even though Cate flirted
with Ear]l and Evie didn’t
like it. This has pretty much
killed my friendship with
Evie and worsened my re-
lationship with my D-I-L.

This has affected me
emotionally and physically
to the point that I either
want to cut off ties with my
son and/or move -- neither
of which isreally an option.
I have tried talking to both
parties to no avail. I don’t

know what to do. Please
help. — BETRAYED IN
PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR BETRAYED: If
you had concerns about
your daughter-in-law’s par-
enting skills, the person
you should have discussed
them with was Cate. And if
Evie was as good a friend as
you thought, she wouldn’t
be hanging around with
your daughter-in-law to the
exclusion of you.

I assume that you, your
son and Cate are still on
speaking terms and you’re
still watching the kids
“most of the week.” If that’s
not true and you have been
cut off by everyone, then
the most important thing
you need to do is take care
of your mental and physical
health. Accept that Evie
will never be your buddy
again and start socializing
with others.

If you are no longer
watching your grandchil-
dren, your son and D-I-L
will have to make alter-
native arrangements for
childcare, which will cost
them money they may be
reluctant to spend. Then
it will be in their interest
as well as yours to make
peace.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
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every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in

Saturday’s paper. g ez 37 la 57
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Dear Heloise: In our area, swarm

there are an increasing
number of charity pie auc-
tions. My wife buys used,
glass baking dishes at the
local thrift shops for a dol-
lar or two. She bakes a pie
in the glass dish and then
donates both as one pack-
age. — Don and Sharon
Short in Arkansas

CARDBOARD CAR-
RIER

Dear Heloise: When tak-
ing food I made to someone’s
house, I take a flat piece
of cardboard and cover it
with aluminum foil. The
cardboard acts like a platter
for carrying dishes, and the
foil protects it from spills so
I can use it many times. —
Gayle W. in Wyoming

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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Previous Cryptoquote: AS FOR A FUTURE LIFE, EVERY
MANMUST JUDGE FOR HIMSELF BETWEEN CONFLICT-
ING VAGUE PROBABILITIES. - Charles Darwin



