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Pelland Welding
Fabrication • Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

SawS • MowerS • TriMMerS

SUMMer Labor SaverS

5521P Lawn Mower

323-L Trimmer

• 3-in-1 Mulch/Rear Bag/Side

Discharge

• Handle folds for easy storage

• 21 inch cutting width

• 140cc Briggs & Stratton engine

• Compact design

3122 Hwy. 332 • Int’l Falls, MN • (218) 285-7071
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

$23995
from

MSRP

• Lightweight

• Smart Start®

• 24.5cc

• 1.2hp

• Auto return stop switch

$29995
from

MSRP

www.husqvarna.com

The Driving Force Behind
AClean Home

ServiceMaster of International Falls

611 11th Street
RESIDENTIAL & JANITORIAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

www.servicemasterclean.com

218-283-4775

• Carpet Cleaning • Furniture Cleaning
• Fire & Smoke Cleanup • Water Damage Cleanup

Free on-site estimate!

Where skill meets compassion.

Orthopaedic Clinic
at the

Littlefork Medical Center
912 Main Street

and

Bigfork Valley Specialty Clinic
Dr. Daniel Baker

No referral needed, call

1-866-776-0262
for an appointment.

Over 40 New & Unique Stone
Shapes & Designs

Your loved ones made lasting
impressions on your life...

Now make their memorial a
lasting impression.

Minnesota Monument
and Granite Works

CEMETERY MONUMENTS & GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

Mark Trompeter
286-5337 or 218-244-8097

www.laurentianmonument.com

We Love You!
Daddy, Momma & Lachlan

Happy 8th Birthday
Jackson

Happy 8th Birthday
Jackson

“We’re hoping it’s encompass-
ing enough where they don’t 
have to go all the way to the VA 
in Minneapolis.”

Ecklund said he’s heard from 
local veterans the minimum 
nine-hour round trip to the Min-
neapolis VA is a hardship which 
takes them away from their 
homes and families.

“They get good service once 
they’re there, but it’s the hard-
ship of having to deal with 
travel,” Ecklund said. “Some 
also have physical limitations 
that are tough to deal with along 
the way.”

Brian Briggs served in the Air 
Force for 32 years, and retired in 
2009. He said he’s visited a VA 
facility for health care twice, 
and hasn’t had a problem with it. 

The new bill providing funding 
for rural veterans to see their 
own doctor is a step in the right 
direction, he said.

“It’s a great start, putting 
money up so vets can get taken 
care of at their local doctor,” 
Briggs said. “It’s also supposed 
to shore up some of the inef-
ficiencies and backlogs with 
people waiting for months to 
get in.”

In the long run, Briggs said 
he thinks it would be cheaper 
for the government to reimburse 
for local health care for veter-
ans, instead of having to pay 

mileage for veterans traveling 
long distances to a VA for care. 
A 15-minute visit to the VA in 
Minneapolis meant a mileage 
reimbursment of around $260, 
he said.

“Tack that onto the bill, and 
you would think it would be bet-
ter to have it taken care of here,” 
Briggs said.

Sen. Al Franken in a release 
said the bipartisan-supported 
bill addresses the issue of caring 
for veterans once they return 
home.

“The scandal at the VA left 
many veterans throughout the 

country without the care they 
need in a timely fashion, and 
that was totally inexcusable,” 
Franken said in a statement. 
“Our veterans put everything on 
the line for us, and the problems 
we saw earlier this year were 
totally unacceptable.”

The bill also appropriates 
$1.5 billion for the VA to lease 
27 medical facilities in 18 states 
and Puerto Rico, and also pro-
vides $ 5 billion for the VA to 
hire more doctors and nurses 
and improve facilities.

S en.  A my K lobuch a r ad-
dressed in a statement the issue 

of veterans receiving quality 
care upon their return home.

“Today’s strong, bipartisan 
vote is a critical step toward 
restoring trust at the VA and 
ensuring that our veterans have 
access to the timely, quality care 
that they deserve,” Klobuchar 
said in a release. “There wasn’t 
a waiting line when these men 
and women signed up to serve 
our country, and there shouldn’t 
be a waiting line when they come 
home and need our support. We 
still have more work to do, and 
I will keep pushing to ensure 
that our veterans have access 
to high-quality care and support 
that is worthy of their service.”

Only veterans enrolled in the 
VA healthcare system by Aug. 
1 would be eligible for federally 
funded care from private pro-
viders. The VA currently cares 
for nearly 9 million enrolled 
veterans.

Funding available includes 
$3.2 million of FAA entitlement 
funds accumulated from 2011 
to this year, Anderson said. 
However, he noted airports 
may accumulate funding for 
just three years and since this 
year serves as the fourth year, 
$221,726 awarded in 2011 and 
not used now will be returned 
to the the FAA.

Other funding available for 
the project includes: $1 million 
in FAA entitlement funds for 
2015, $2.2 million state bonding 
money; $1.5 million Minnesota 
Department of Transportation 
Aeronautics Division funding; 
and $1 million local contribu-
tion by the city and county.

Anderson said more bids 
were expected, but other con-
tractors were very busy when 
bids were sought.

No one has suggested at this 
time a larger local contribution 
from the city or county, he said.

In related business, city 
Attorney Steve Shermoen re-
ported that discussions with 
county officials about the in-
terpretation of a state law that 
may apply to how Koochiching 
County levies for operation of 
the airport have been ongoing.

Shermoen reported county 
officials interpret the law dif-
ferently than city officials.

“We need to make a compro-
mise,” he said.

He said the airport agree-
ment and commission does not 
specify the appropriate path 
should there be disagreement 
on issues.

“We hope to find consensus, 
we just haven’t had the time to 
do that,” he said.

Councilor Gail Rognerud, 
who with Anderson represents 
the city on the commission, 
said both the county board and 
city council begin their budget 
processes in August and hav-
ing information about how to 
fund the airport prior to that 
process would be helpful.

Meanwhile, a proposal to 

consider taking a sale tax pro-
posal to the voters in November 
was withdrawn from Monday’s 
agenda by Councilor Cynthia 
Jaksa. An Aug. 6 deadline for 
items on the ballot could not be 
met, she said, adding she would 
revisit the issue in time for the 
November 2016 ballot.

The proposal called for a 
local sales tax to pay for the 
airport terminal project and 
city infrastructure.

In the meantime, she said in-
formation about the infrastruc-
ture needs of the city would 
be determined and provided 
to voters to help them better 
understand the motivation for 
sale tax proposal.

Jaksa outlined her reasons 
for the tax and withdrawing 
it from the agenda in Wednes-
day’s edition of The Journal. 
She said the sales tax would 
expand the tax base of the city 
without adding extra burden to 
city property owners.

Anderson said he was both-
ered by a letter authored to 
the International Falls Area 
Chamber of Commerce and to 
the newspaper. He said it used 
the pronoun “we,” indicating 
whole council support.

Anderson said he voted in 
committee against bringing 
the proposal to the council 
table.

In addition, he said Coun-
cilor Pete Kalar was absent be-
cause of work responsibilities 
from the committee meeting, 
so his position was unknown.

Instead, Anderson suggested 
the council consider what it 
could “wring out” of the bud-
get, noting funding for a num-
ber of items were removed last 
year from the 2014 budget that 
can now be used for capital 
improvements.

Anderson also said the im-
pact to families and businesses 
of sales tax has not been fully 
explored.

But Jaksa said in a democra-
cy, a majority vote allows her to 
use “we” in indicating support 
of the proposal and she reiter-
ated her reason for support of 
a local sales tax.
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Tyson West, 2, held on tightly to a pair of maracas Wednesday in the summer’s last 
Sing and Play lesson at Ranier Park.

“Anything to provide veterans access to rural healthcare is a benei t in the long 
run. We’re hoping it’s encompassing enough where they don’t have to go all the 
way to the VA in Minneapolis.” 

Rob Ecklund

Koochiching County Board chairman and veteran
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SUMMER’S SWAN SONG

Register online at ifallsbass.com

Chamber of Commerce, or Stride Fitness

Come for the Fishing...Stay for the Fun!

$20.00 (includes T-shirt)
Fees go up to $25 after August 10

IFBC BASS DASH 5K Run/Walk

Sat., Aug. 23rd, 2014
Smokey Bear Park • 9:00AM
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