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Public Noflices

Public
Notice

MINUTE SUMMARY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE
KOOCHICHING COUNTY BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS
Held on Tuesday, May 27, 2014;
10:00 a.m.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Commissioners
Ecklund, McBride, Skoe, Adee,
Pavleck
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None

The County Board approved the
May 27th meeting agenda; ap-
proved the minutes from the May
20, 2014 meeting: approved pay-
ment of the Courthouse claims in
the amount of $47,326.51, Health
claims in the amount of $19,033.82,
Community  Service Department
claims as presented and Burial Case
42214 in the amount of $182.62; au-
thorized County Board members o
attend a scheduled 2014 Board of
Equalization training session as a re-
quirement under Minnesota Statute
for qualifying membership of the
County Board of Equalization.

2014/05-29 Motion by Skoe, second-
ed by Pavleck that contingent on
the establishment of the Littlefork
Medical Center Taxing District under
Board Motion 2014/05-09 to ap-
prove a Property Current Tax Relief
Grant Program as recommended
by the Auditor-Treasurer and Admin-
istration Director at the request of
the County Board to eliminate the
double taxation of medical service
districts for properties within both
the Litflefork Medical Center and
Big Fork Valley Hospital Taxing Dis-
tfricts. Voting yes: Ecklund, McBride,

Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Motion car-
ried.
2014/05-30  Motion by Skoe, sec-

onded by Adee authorizihg County
Board members attendance to the
EPA's Local Government Advisory
Committee Workgroup Meeting on
May 28, 2014 in St. Paul to share
views on the EPA/Corps proposed
rule on defining the waters of the
U.S. Voting yes: Ecklund, McBride,

Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Motion car-
ried.
2014/05-31 Motion by McBride,

seconded by Skoe fo approve an
amendment fo the State Grant
Agreement between the MPCA,
Koochiching Development Authori-
ty and Koochiching County for the
RECAP Project for a new expiration
date of one year or to June 30,
2015. Voting yes: Ecklund, McBride,

Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Motion car-
ried.
2014/05-32 Motion by McBride,

seconded by Adee authorizing
County Board members atten-
dance to the May 29, 2014 dedica-
fion of the new Walleye Spawning
Riffle site on the Rat Root River.
Voting yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe,
Adee, Pavieck. Motion carried.

2014/05-33 Motion by Pavleck, sec-
onded by Adee that in light of the
request by the KDA to have RECAP
Consultants look at the feasibility of
siting the RECAP Plant in the Big Falls
area as supported by the City of Big
Falls and in review of a recent re-
port that excluded review of this
site, to authorize the County Board
Chair to send written notice to the
RECAP Project Consultant stating
that the County requests that the
Big Falls area is studied to determine
the feasibility of locating the RECAP
Plant in this area with a report back
to the KDA Board at its July meeting
as to why this area can or cannot
be considered as a Plant site. Vot-
ing yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe,
Adee, Pavieck. Motion carried.

2014/05-34 Motion by McBride,
seconded by Skoe to approve pre-
sented service agreement amend-
ments as recommended by the
Health and Human Services Director
and upon approval of the County
Attorney. Voting yes: Ecklund,
McBride, Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Mo-
tion carried.

2014/05-35 Motion by McBride,
seconded by Adee to approve a
renewal and an amendment for ser-
vice confracts with Ita-Bel-Koo as
recommended by the Health and
Human Services Director and upon
approval of the County Attomey.
Voting yes: Ecklund, McBride, Adee,
Pavleck; abstaining: Skoe. Motion
carried.

2014/05-36 Motion by Pavleck, sec-
onded by Adee authorizing the pur-
chase of a 2015 International Plow
Truck with box and snow removal
equipment from State Bid at a cost
of $196,759. Voting yes: Ecklund,
McBride, Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Mo-
tion carried.

2014/05-37 Motion by Pavleck, sec-
onded by McBride authorizing the
purchase of a 60” Diamond Rear
Rotary Mover attachment for the
Highway's John Deere Tractor from
State Bid at a cost of §16,750. Vot-
ing yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe,
Adee, Pavleck. Motion carried.

2014/05-38  Motion by Adee, sec-
onded by Pavleck authorizing the
purchase of a Xerox 7835 Mulfi
Function Scanner/Printer/Copier for
the Highway Department at a cost
of $9.,300. Voting yes: Ecklund,
McBride, Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Mo-
tion carried.

2014/05-39 Motion by McBride,
seconded by Pavleck authorizing
the purchase of a Canon 825 Large
Format Multi Function Scanner/Print-
er/Copier for large format drawings,
plans, and records at a cost of
$11,400. Voting yes: Ecklund,

McBride, Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Mo-
tion carried.

2014/05-40 Motion by McBride,
seconded by Pavleck that it is re-
solved that Koochiching County en-
ter info MnDOT Agreement No.
05615 with the State of Minnesota
Department of Transportation to
provide for payment by the State to
the County for the use of CSAH 1
and CSAH 10 as a detour route dur-
ing the contract construction to be
performed upon, along and adja-
cent to Trunk Highway No. 11.  Vot-
ing yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe,
Adee, Pavleck. Motion carried.

2014/05-41 Motion by McBride,
seconded by Pavleck authorizing
the County Engineer to call for bids
for the CSAH 107 Reconstruction
Project from TH 11/71 to TH 83, SP
036-707-001.  Voting yes: Ecklund,
McBride, Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Mo-
tion carried.

2013/05-42 Motion by Pavleck, sec-
onded by Skoe authorizing the
County Engineer to call for bids for
nuisance beaver removal, culvert
purchases, hired fruck rental and
bulk and pump fuel purchases. Vot-
ing yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe,
Adee, Pavleck. Motion carried.

2014/05-43 Motion by Skoe, sec-
onded by Pavleck authorizing the
Board Chair to send a letter to the
UOM and copied to the State Rep-
resentatives requesting the UOM sit
down with the County to resolve a
permanent right of way acquisition
need for the CSAH 75 Reconstruc-
tion Project in Koochiching County.
Voting yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe,
Adee, Pavleck. Motion carried.

2014/05-44 Motion by Pavleck, sec-
onded by McBride stating that the
County's position for installation of
an Active Waming Device at the
railroad crossing over CSAH 20 in
the City of Ranier is that the bell sys-
tem only be sounded in the raising
and lowering of the crossing arms
and not during the entire time the
arms are down as the intent of this
device waos to provide a quiet zone
for the residents of the City of Ranier
by eliminating the sounding of train
homs. Further that due to the length
of the trains crossing CSAH 20 in the
City of Ranier, crossing times can be
up to 30 or more minutes at a time
and that is unreasonable to expect
the public to put up with any conti-
nous waming device sound. Voting
yes: Ecklund, McBride, Skoe, Adee,
Pavleck. Motion carried.

2014/05-45 Motion by Pavleck, sec-
onded by Adee that following a
public hearing held on May 27,2014
under M.S. 340A.405 and with the
recommendation of the County Li-
cense Committee, to approve an
Off Sale Intoxicating Liquor License
to DBA Sweet Relief for the period of
May 1, 2014 through December 31,
2014 (amended Board Motion
2014/04-40). Voting yes: Ecklund,
McBride, Skoe, Adee, Pavleck. Mo-
tion carried.

000 The Sheriff informed the Board
that the County received a
$174,715 State Grant for the imple-
mentation of the ARMOR System
(State Emergency Communication
System) in Koochiching County for
the purchase and installation of the
dispatch console and connection
of the console to the ARMOR tower
1 mile away. The grant has a
deadline of December 31, 2014 so
the project has to be completed by
this date. The Board agreed to
have this item placed on the June
17, 2014 County Board meeting
agenda and have the Sheriff come
back with more information as to
the services to be provided for this
project and have the Administration
Director come back with funding
options in determining implementa-
tion of the ARMOR System in 2014.

Meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.

A full copy of the minutes is avail-
able on the County website at
www.co.koochiching.mn.us and for
public inspection at the County Ad-
ministration Office during regular
business hours.
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June 9, 2014
Special City Council Minutes
9:00 A.M.

A special meeting of the City Coun-
cil of Infemnational Falls, Minnesota,
was held in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Building on the 9th
day of June, 2014 at the hour of 9:00
AM.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilors Ek-
lund, Jaksa, Kalar, Rognerud, and
Mayor Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.

MOTION by Councilor Eklund fo ap-
prove the Second and Final Read-
ing of Confract Ordinance #957, an
Ordinance of the City of Internation-
al Falls, Minnesota awarding con-
tract to Bowman Asphalt Products,
Inc., 1747 Hwy 11 East, International
Falls, MN 56649 for 2014 Street Im-
provement Project. MOTION sec-
onded by Councilor Jaksa and car-
ried unanimously.

Councilor Jaksa spoke about the
proposals presented and further
read five letfters of support from the
following organizations- Falls Hunger
Coallition, Inc., KOOTASCA Commu-
nity Action, Koochiching Aging Op-
tions, Friends Against Abuse, and
Community Education. Don Kosek,
Administrative  Assistant  indicated

there would be a benefit fo having
a presentation system, but behavior
changes can dramatically increase
the current recording. Further not-
ing that when audience members
speak from the back of the room
the microphones and current video
camera do not pick them up. May-
or Anderson spoke in opposition to
the expenditure, but agreed that
behavioral changes could make a
positive impact on the cumrent
recordings. Councilor Jaksa noted
that it would be a mistake not to
take advantage of a 50% cost re-
duction in this project. Councilor
Kalar indicated that he is not ready
to commit to this project, at this
fime. Council Rognerud spoke in
support of applying for the grant.
Councilor Eklund spoke in support of
the need to upgrade the current
system. LeeAnn Meer, Friends
Against Abuse, addressed the
Council expressing how incredibly
important it is fo keep up with tech-
nology.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to au-
thorize submittal and execution of a
LightSpeed Grant application to the
Blandin Foundation for proposed
broadband-based technology ap-
plication and audio/visual system
improvements to the Council
Chambers with a total project cost
of approximately $45,000 with the
city's share to be approximately
$22,500. MOTION seconded by
Councilor Rognerud. Motion car-
ried with Councilors Eklund, Jaksa
and Rognerud voting yea and
Councilor Kalar and Mayor Ander-
son voting nay.

Mayor Anderson adjoumned the
meeting at 9:43 AM.

Robert W. Anderson, Mayor
ATTEST:

Kenneth R. Anderson,
City Administrator
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June 2, 2014 City Council Minutes
4:30 P.M.

A regular meeting of the City Coun-
cil of Intemnational Falls, Minnesota,
was held in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Building on the 2nd
day of June, 2014 at the hour of 4:30
P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilors Ek-
lund, Jaksa, Kalar, Rognerud, and
Mayor Anderson

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to the
approve minutes of the regular city
council meeting of May 19, 2014.
Motion seconded by Councilor
Kalar and carried unanimously.
MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove transfer of Lodging Tax in the
amount of $1,006.71 from Fund 812
tfo Fund 101. Motion seconded by
Councilor Rognerud and carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Eklund to ap-
prove payment of the claims from
various funds of the City including
checks 53304-53402 in the amount
of $360,837.00. Motion seconded
by Councilor Kalar and carried
unanimously.

Checks 97890-97904 were issued un-
der blanket authorization in the
amount of $80,126.94.

James Rundell questioned why the
Donahue Property was for sale for
10 years at $160,000 and could not
be sold, but the appraisal valued
the property at $1.8 million with
many wetlands that are not mar-
ketable. He wondered why the City
would want the property when it is
not “saleable”.

Mayor Anderson reported that 20th
Ave. and 18th Street were proposed
to be improved with the low bid re-
ceived from Bowman Construction
in the amount of $307.871.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove the First Reading of the Con-
fract Ordinance for the 2014 Street
Improvement Project and accept-
ing the low bid in the amount of
$307.871 and awarding the con-
fract to Bowman Asphalt Products,
Inc. Motion seconded by Councilor
Rognerud and carried unanimously.
None.

None.

MOTION by Councilor Kalar to ap-
prove the Year 2014 license Citizens
for Backus/AB, Inc., 3.2 on-sale li-
cense.

Motion seconded by Councilor Ek-
lund and carried unanimously.
MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve Resolufion #29-14 approv-
ing application for exempt permit
for Borderland Alano Club to con-
duct a raoffle. Motion seconded by
Councilor Eklund and carried unani-
mously.

MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve the recommendation of
the Public Works Evaluation Com-
mittee to hire Rusty Blais with pay
and benefits at 90% of the current
electrician rate per the agreement
with the Local No. 49ers. Motion
seconded by Councilor Eklund. In
discussion, the Administrator stated
the sooner we get rid of Mike Hold-
en, the better. After the laughter
subsided, the motion carried unani-
mously.

The City of Littlefork requested that
the Building Official be allowed to
conduct inspections of blighted
properties and unsafe structures.
Staff discussed the matter with the
City Atfomey. Staff agreed that we
want to help the City of Littlefork.
The Building Official should be al-
lowed to work as an independent
contractor to perform these ser-
vices, but not as a City employee
during times when he is working for

the City of International Falls.
MOTION by Councilor Kalar to allow
Kelly Meyer, Building Official, to per-
form Building Inspection services to
the City of Littlefork, MN or other
public and private entities on an as-
needed basis independent of any
relationship with the City of Intemao-
tional Falls. This approval is subject
to certain conditions when perform-
ing such building inspection and
consultant services, including:

1. during times when the Building Of-
ficial is not working for the City of In-
ternational Falls ("City”);

2. City vehicles, equipment, and/or
supplies shall not be used;

3. he shall not be covered or eligi-
ble for wage compensation, work-
ers compensation, performance
bond, or liability insurance cover-
age that may be provided by the
City: and

4. said City shall be held harmless
from any and all liability as a result
of the Building Official performing
associated duties and responsibili-
ties for any other entities or persons.
Motion seconded by Councilor Ek-
lund. In discussion, Councilor Jaksa
could not support the motion be-
cause it was not a relevant question
for action by the Council. Motion
carried with Mayor Anderson and
Councilors  Eklund, Kalar, and
Rognerud voting yea and Councilor
Jaksa abstaining.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove the Strategic Action Plan
2014-2015 with the minor amend-
ments suggested by the City Admin-
istrator. Motion seconded by Coun-
cilor Kalar. Mayor Anderson said he
could not support the Plan because
he was opposed to exploring the
creation of an Airport Taxing District
and that live TV broadcasts of
meetings was not a priority. Coun-
cilor Jaksa stated he was obligated
to support the Plan if it passes.
Dave Farmer was recognized and
asked if he read it and wanted
changes, could the Plan be
changed. The Council stated input
was encouraged and the docu-
ment could be changed. Dave
Farmer and James Rundell asked for
copies to be available for pickup.
Motion carried 4 to 1 with Coun-
cilors Eklund, Kalar, Rognerud, and
Jaksa voting yea and Mayor Ander-
son voting nay.

Mayor Anderson asked for this item
to be on the agenda because he
questioned the value of the $1.8 mil-
lion appraisal. He wanted to nego-
tiate to reduce or eliminate the two
remaining $15,000 payments due in
July 2014 and 2015 to the owner of
the property. Councilor Rognerud
said one comparable market sale in
the appraisal was the Customs and
Border Patrol Building. She asked to
use the County value for purposes
of the renegofiation. In discussion, it
was noted the existing appraisal
cost $4,000, it is over five years old,
the property consists of 40 to 60%
wetlands, and there was no cost to
the City to seek appraisal quotes.
Other comments suggested that a
new appraisal would not change
the wisdom of the decision made
nearly five years ago, the new ap-
praisal and renegotiations may an-
tagonize the owner, and the new
appraisal may not result in the own-
er accepting a new value and
making any changes to our existing
agreement and obligation to pay.
MOTION by Councilor Kalar to direct
the City Administrator to seek
quotes from appraisers for the Don-
ahue Property owned by MJD Enter-
prises, Inc. Motion seconded by
Councilor Eklund. Councilors Kalar
and Eklund said the City would not
be hurt by seeking quotes. Coun-
cilor Joksa said she thought the
Council was in agreement to not
spend more money on this property.
Motion carried 4 to 1 with Mayor An-
derson and Councilors Eklund, Kalar,
and Rognerud voting yea and
Councilor Jaksa voting nay.
Administrator  Anderson updated
the Council and stated that five
loans were scheduled to mature in
2014, Nearly $100,000 would then
be available to initiate new loans
through the program. He explained
the loans maturing were extended
once, but based upon Council ac-
tion in April 2013, the loans would
not be renewed beyond a 7 year
term unless there were “extenuating
circumstances.” The City Attorney
explained the loan program guide-
lines were changed to have the
loans mature so that new projects
could be funded with the loan pro-
ceeds. City Council consensus was
that no action was needed.
Councilor Jaksa reviewed her pro-
posal to upgrade the audio/visual
capabilities for presentations and
improve the capabilities to record
and broadcast meetings for many
different organizations that may be
held in the City Council Chambers.
To do so, she would like the City to
submit a LightSpeed Grant applica-
tion for matching funds from the
Blandin Foundation. In discussions
with the staff from the Foundation,
this type of application would be re-
ceived well.

The audience in the room would
also be able to see what is present-
ed and viewed in the room on a
large screen or TV. The advantages
would be to improve tfransparency
of government actions and that of
other groups and to better inform
the public. She said the total esti-
mated costs were between $30,000
and $50,000 and the grant applica-

tion is due June 13, 2014.  Further
discussion ensued.
MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to

schedule a Special City Council
meeting for Monday, June 9, 2014
at 9:00 a.m. Motion seconded by
Councilor Eklund and passed 4 to 1
with Mayor Anderson opposed as
he said we have the Journal, some-
times two radio stations at each
City Council meeting, and the
meetings are available for viewing
on our website.

Public comment raised questions
about the upkeep of property, vehi-
cles in alleys, tires and other debris
in yards, and people who do not
pick up after their dogs. Mayor An-

derson replied that the City Attor-
ney, City Administrator and Building
Official will be working to develop a
process to issue Administrative Fines
to persons who do not respond to
clean-up letters.

The next regular City Council meet-
ing is June 16,2014.

The meeting was adjourned by
Mayor Anderson at 6:39 P.M.

Robert W. Anderson, Mayor
ATTEST:

Kenneth R. Anderson,
City Administrator

The Journal
June 25", 2014

Public
Notice

May 19, 2014 City Council Minutes
4:30 P.M.

A regular meeting of the City Coun-
cil of International Falls, Minnesota
was held in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Building on the
19th day of May 2014 at the hour of
4:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilors Jak-
sa, Kalar, Rognerud and Mayor An-
derson.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Councilor Eklund

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove minutes of the regular City
Council meeting of May 5, 2014.
Motion seconded by Councilor
Kalar and carried unanimously.
MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve fransfer from Water and
Sewer fund 601 for administrative
costs fo General fund 101 in the
amount of $16,492.00. Motion sec-
onded by Councilor Jaksa and car-
ried unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Kalar to ap-
prove transfer from Water and Sew-
er fund 601 for capital outlay
projects to Reserve for Capital Out-
lay fund 403 in the amount of
$15,958.50. Motion seconded by
Councilor Rognerud and carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve payment of the claims
from various funds of the City includ-
ing checks 53168-53303 in the
amount of $386,973.77. Motion sec-
onded by Councilor Jaksa and car-
ried unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove the Second Reading of Ordi-
nance #957, An Ordinance of the
City of Infernational Falls, Minnesota
Granting a Franchise to Midconti-
nent Communications for the Oper-
ation of a Cable System. Motion
seconded by Councilor Kalar and
carried unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove publishing the official sulnma-
ry of Ordinance No. 957 in the offi-
cial newspaper as presented. Mo-
fion seconded by Councilor
Rognerud and carried unanimously.
MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to ap-
prove the consent agenda as pre-
sented:

1. Resolution approving Budget and
Finance Committee recommenda-
tion to approve budget and fund-
ing of Medical NAFTA, Peace Pull,
and Dragon Boat Race.

2. Resolution approving Budget and
Finance Committee recommenda-
tion fo approve setting a water re-
connect fee of $25.00.

3. Resolution approving Budget and
Finance Committee recommenda-
tion to approve a contribution up to
$52,218 to the Recreation Depart-
ment for purchase of an electric
Zamboni.

4. Authorize posting to fill vacancy
of Heavy Equipment Operator due

to pending retirement of Jerry
Adee.
Motion seconded by Councilor

Kalar and carried unanimously.

Eric Johnson presented an update
to the “Heart of the Continent Geo-
Tourism Program.” The program pro-
motes collaboration and economic
stability of the Minnesota/Ontario
region generally bounded by Fort
Frances, Thunder Bay, Duluth, and
back to International Falls. The area
is celebrated for the beauty, diversi-
ty, and productivity of its natural,
cultural, and aesthetic resources.
He encouraged everyone to submit
nominations of community assets
such as Voyageurs National Park,
for example, and descriptions of
destinations  tfo  www.travelthe-
heart.org anytime up to June 15th
which is the end of the initial nomi-
nations session.

MOTION by Councilor Kalar to ap-
prove the Resolution approving
construction plans for County State
Aid Highway 107 from TH 71 to CSAH
2, State Project No. 036 707 001.
Motion seconded by Councilor Jak-
sa and approved unanimously.
MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to
adopt the Resolution approving ap-
plication for a 1 to 4 day Temporary
On-Sale Liquor License for the Ro-
tary Club. Motion seconded by
Councilor Rognerud and carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to
adopt the Resolution approving ap-
plication for exempt permit to con-
duct a raffle for the International
Falls Elks Lodge 1599. Motion sec-
onded by Councilor Kalar and car-
ried with Councilors Kalar,
Rognerud, and Jaksa voting yea
and Mayor Anderson abstaining.
MOTION by Councilor Kalar to
adopt the Resolution approving
Public Employees Retirement Asso-
ciation Police Officer Declaration
for Chad R. Mastin. Motion second-
ed by Councilor Jaksa and carried
unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
adopt the Resolution approving
Public Employees Retirement Asso-
ciation Police Officer Declaration

for Paul A. Kennedy. Motion sec-
onded by Councilor Jaksa and car-
ried unanimously.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to
adopt the Resolution approving the
Budget and Finance Committee
recommendation to approve the
policy for initial swimming pool fill
credit of sanitary sewer fees. Mo-
tion seconded by Councilor
Rognerud. In discussion, Mayor An-
derson explained the purpose of
the resolution was to set a limit on
the amount of credit for the sanitary
sewer biling fo the initial filing of a
swimming pool only (once per year)
and that no other credit would be
allowed throughout the course of
the year.

Motion carried with  Councilors
Kalar, Rognerud, and Jaksa voting
yea and Mayor Anderson voting
nay.

MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve the appointment of Ben-
jamin Line as Electrician with bene-
fits and pay at 90% of the current
Electrician rate of pay per the cur-
rent agreement with the Local No.
49. Motion seconded by Councilor
Kalar and carried unanimously.
MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve the rate of pay for the new
Fire Chief, Adam Mannausau, af
90% of the current Fire Chief's wage,
effective May 27, 2014. Said wage
is proposed to increase to 95% at
the one year anniversary date and
100% at the two year anniversary
date, with any cost of living increas-
es awarded to nonunion depart-
ment heads to be in addition to the
base rate salary from which the
above proposed percentage in-
creases are calculated.  Motion
seconded by Councilor Jaksa.

In discussion, Mayor Anderson was
concerned about the 90% compen-
satfion rate and where it fell in rela-
tion to the current position. He said
college degrees and experience
should be applied to some mecha-
nism for determining the percent-
age applied to compensation.
Councilor Rognerud explained that
experience, education, and the
new job learning curve were fac-
tors. She said the new Chief has 7
years of experience and he does
not have the same level of experi-
ence and job knowledge as the ex-
isting Chief, but he will gain experi-
ence and knowledge over the next
two years when he reaches the
same pay rate as the current Chief.
Motion carried with  Councilors
Kalar, Rognerud, and Jaksa voting
yea and Mayor Anderson voting
nay.

MOTION by Councilor Rognerud to
approve posting the Administration
Support Specialist position vacancy
subject to Local No. 49ers approval
of a memorandum of understand-
ing. It was noted that the position
will be posted internally for Local
No. 49 members for five business
days and then advertised to fill the
position if no internal candidates
sign the posting. Motion seconded
by Councilor Kalar and carried
unanimously.

The Administrator provided a written
report as an update on the Multi-
Modal Distribution Center Site Im-
provements. He and explained that
the Mayor, City Attorney, City Ad-
ministrator, and Public Works Direc-
tor met to review the project
records to ensure the land acquisi-
tion and project were properly au-
thorized to move forward by the
EDA versus the City. The City Attor-
ney's opinion was that the neces-
sary steps were accomplished and
statutory requirements were met.
He reported the ordinance as ap-
proved by the Council was later
signed and published.

Mayor Anderson reported he was
extremely thankful the State Legisla-
ture and Governor approved $2.2
million in the state bonding bill to
help fund the Falls International Air-
port Terminal Building improvement
project. He said Governor Mark
Dayton, Representative David Dill,
Senator Tom Bakk, and the lobbyist
hired by Koochiching County were
all instrumental in getting the fund-
ing approved. Great work was per-
formed by all.

MOTION by Councilor Jaksa to au-
thorize a letter of thanks and appre-
ciation to be sent to those persons
responsible for the successful out-
come. Motion seconded by Coun-
cilor Rognerud and carried unani-
mously.

Mayor Anderson also expressed his
sincere thanks and gratitude to U. S.
Congressman Rick Nolan for his an-
nouncement that $200,000 in grant
monies has been approved from
the Economic Development Agen-
cy to assist with the Economic Re-
sponse Team activities in the com-
munity.

Mike Rud addressed the City Coun-
cil and stated that the $25.00 recon-
nect fee approved by the City
Council tonight was a “heckuva
deal.” He said we should not just
give away these services for any-
thing. Councilor Rognerud replied
that many reconnections had no
fee previously and that the fee now
applied across the board for all re-
connections. Councilor  Jaksa
added that the Council would be
revisiting the fees on an annual ba-
sis. Councilor Kalar said that the fee
could have been higher, but before
this action there was no fee.

Next regular Council meeting is
Monday, June 2, 2014 at 4:30 P.M.
Mayor Anderson adjoumned the
meeting at 5:37 P.M.

Robert W. Anderson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kenneth R. Anderson,
City Administrator
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