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COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Independent daughter wants 
less help from her parents

Previous Cryptoquote: A CLOSED FIST IS THE LOCK OF 
HEAVEN AND THE OPEN HAND IS THE KEY OF MERCY. 
– Persian proverb

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no 

math involved. The grid has numbers, 
but nothing has to add up to anything 
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging. 
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 
30 minutes, depending on your skill 
a nd ex perience. 
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will 
be published i n 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com 
to find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, your thoughts are 

spinning and it’s pretty dif-
ficult for you to get a hold of 
any one thing. Take a step 
back and try to clear your 
head before proceeding.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, don’t let your 

nerves get the better of you 
this week. Find someone 
who can calm your nerves 
and help you realize you have 
nothing to be nervous about.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you have plenty 

of motivation to get a project 
started. All you need is some 
help to get things off the 
ground. Others will be in-
spired by your enthusiasm. 

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, others seem to 

spend time in the spotlight, 
but you’re more comfortable 
spending time in the shad-
ows. Make the most of this 
time for quiet reflection. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may be anxious 

to try a new hobby this 
week, but just don’t know 
which direction to go. Get 
some recommendations 
from friends about what 
keeps them busy.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Sometimes it is difficult 

for you to talk about your 
feelings, Virgo. You want 
to present a brave front, 
but you’re only human and 
should let others in this 
week.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, staying the course 

may be a challenge this 
week. You have too many 
things pulling you in differ-
ent directions. But you’ll be 
successful if you can get a 
foothold in one thing. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Work associates may not 

be holding up their end of 
the deal, Scorpio. You’re 
content to help out once in 
a while but not take on the 
work of everyone else.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Use your charm to win 

someone over, Sagittarius. 
This is an influential per-
son who will be good to have 
in your corner. You never 
know when you might need 
a good ally. 

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, if certain ideas 

didn’t work in the past, give 
them another try. All of the 
components may fall into 
place this time around, and 
you’ll like the results. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, the coming 

weeks may be ideal for some 
rest and relaxation. Plan for 
some downtime and make 
the most of this chance to 
recharge your batteries.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, expect things to 

flow much more smoothly 
this week than they have in 
recent weeks. You may find 
you have more free time.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 21
Faith Hill, Singer (47)

SEPTEMBER 22
Bonnie Hunt, Actress (53)

SEPTEMBER 23
Jason Alexander, Actor (54)

SEPTEMBER 24
Rafael Palmeiro, Athlete (50)

SEPTEMBER 25
Lee Brice, Singer (33)

SEPTEMBER 26
Daniel Sedin, Athlete (34)

SEPTEMBER 27
Gwyneth Paltrow, Actress 
(42)

DEAR ABBY: I gradu-
ated from college, and I’m 
starting my first full-time 
job and moving into my 
first apartment. I bought 
all the furniture for it, but 
needed help moving in.

My parents decided to 
drive five hours to my new 
home to transport the furni-
ture in a truck they rented 
-- without consulting me. 
While I appreciate their 
help because I would not 
have been able to lift some 
of the items on my own, I 
feel they have overstepped 
the normal boundaries of 
parenting an independent 
27-year-old daughter. They 
also decided they would 
spend the night in my apart-
ment and sleep in my newly 
purchased bed without ask-
ing me.

Am I crazy for thinking 
my parents are not respect-
ing my space? I don’t want 
to be ungrateful, but I feel 
violated in some way. This 
is my first step out into the 
real world. — BECOMING 

INDEPENDENT IN IL-

LINOIS

 

DEAR BECOMING IN-

DEPENDENT:  How ex-
actly did you plan to get 
the large items of furniture 
from point A to point B if 
your parents hadn’t stepped 
up to the plate? They were 
attempting to help you as 
they always have, not vio-

late you. Although they 
were mistaken, they as-
sumed that after a five-hour 
drive plus doing the heavy 
lifting, they’d be welcome to 
stay the night and not have 
to check into a hotel. 

Because t hat wasn’t 
the case, you should have 
thanked them for their 
generosity and told them 
you had made other ar-
rangements for getting the 
furniture transported and 
installed instead of resent-
ing them for it. Your prob-
lem isn’t pushy parents; it’s 
that you didn’t speak up in 
the first place.

DEAR ABBY:  I ’m a 
27-year-old single mom, 
career-focused and driven 
in what I do for my son and 
me. I want the best for him. 
He is 3.

I am having a hard time 
meeting someone who will 
accept the two of us. Men 
come up to me all the time 

at work or when I’m out, 
but once I mention that I 
have a small child, it’s like 
they run and hide. If I wait 
and tell them later, they get 
upset that I didn’t bring it 
up earlier. I have no idea 
what to do.

I am ready to settle down 
and be a “family” with 
someone. How do I fix this? 
What should I do? — LONE-

LY IN SUGAR LAND, 

TEXAS

DEAR LONELY: You’re 
doing nothing wrong, and 
nothing needs “fixing.” A 
man who approaches you 
and then runs in the op-
posite direction when he 
learns you have a child, 
isn’t interested in the kind 
of relationship you’re look-
ing for. He’s looking for fun, 
not continuity.

So be honest about your 
situation from the begin-
ning. While the idea of set-
tling down is nice, you need 
to do it with someone whose 
priorities align with your 
own, and the men you have 
met so far don’t qualify.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 


