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its diameter is 53 percent 
of Earth’s and its volume 
only 15 percent. And its low 
surface gravity means you 
would weigh only 38 percent 
as much if you moved to the 
Red Planet.

Antares glows above 
the southern horizon, or-
namenting a constellation 
that looks like its namesake. 
The scorpion’s claws extend 
westward toward Saturn, 
while its tail dips below the 
horizon (from our northern 
point of view) then curves 
up into view below and east 
of Antares. Above the tail, 
the spout of the Teapot of 
Sagittarius is poised to pour 
out its contents, and the tiny 
Teaspoon of stars hangs over 
the handle of the Teapot.

Above Mars and Saturn, 
brilliant Arcturus burns 
at the base of kite-shaped 
Bootes, the herdsman. Mov-
ing east again, we encoun-
ter Corona Borealis, the 
Northern Crown, a hanging 
semicircle of stars; then the 
hourglass form of Hercules, 
kneeling upside down when 
we observe him while facing 
south; and finally the Sum-
mer Triangle of bright stars.

Below Hercules, try to 
find the form of Ophiuchus, 
the snake handler. You’ll 
need a star chart, but if 
skies are dark the rewards 
are great: Serpens Caput, 
the snake’s head, below Co-
rona Borealis; Serpens Cau-
da, the snake’s tail, above 
the Teapot; and the handler 
plus the rest of the snake in 
between.

The moon makes a round 
of visits, starting on the 5th, 
when a first-quarter moon 
separates Mars and Spica. A 
waxing gibbous moon visits 
Saturn on the 7th, and the 
morning of the 22nd, a wan-
ing crescent hangs with the 
Hyades star cluster and the 
bright star Aldebaran in 
Taurus. The moon ends its 
rounds by passing Venus in 
the eastern predawn sky on 
the 24th.

The full moon arrives at 
6:25 a.m. on the 12th. This 
will be shortly after moon-
set, so you may want to enjoy 
it the night before. July’s 
full moon has been called 
the full thunder moon, and 
also the buck moon, because 
male deer are now growing 
velvet-coated antlers.

Earth reaches aphelion, 
the farthest point from the 
sun in its orbit, on July 3. 
At that moment we’ll be 
94.5 million miles from our 

parent star. That’s about 3.5 
percent farther than at our 
closest approach, which oc-
curs in January.

The University of Minne-
sota offers public viewings 
of the night sky at its Duluth 
and Twin Cities campuses. 
For more information and 
viewing schedules, see:

  Duluth, Marshall W. 
A lwo r t h  P l a n e t a r i u m : 
www.d.umn.edu/planet 

  Twin Cities, Minnesota 
Institute for Astrophysics 
(during fall and spring se-
mesters): www.astro.umn.
edu/outreach/pubnight 

  Check out the astron-
omy programs at the Uni-
versity of  Minnesota’s Bell 
Museum ExploraDome: 
www.bellmuseum.umn.edu/
ForGroups/ExploraDome/
index.htm 

  Find U of  M astrono-
mers and links to the world 
of  astronomy at http://
www.astro.umn.edu.
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Minnesota Starwatch

As night falls, the trio of 
Mars, Saturn and the red 
star Antares comes out in 
the south and southwest. If 
you haven’t seen this sight, 
now’s the time to catch it.

Mars is in the southwest, 
traveling eastward against 
the background of stars. On 
the 13th it glides 1.3 degrees 
north of Spica, the brightest 
star in Virgo. Next in its 
sights is Saturn, a beacon in 
the south beside the sinuous 
form of Scorpius.

Mars’ motion brings it 
closer to Antares, the heart 
of the scorpion. Antares 
means “rival of Mars,” but 
there’s really no compari-
son. Antares is one of the 
largest stars known, with 
a diameter about 850 times 
that of our sun. But for all 
its intrigue, Mars is small; 

MINNESOTA STARWATCH

Trio of Mars is a sight to see in July

The trio is a sight to see.

VNP STAFF REPORT

This summer, Voyageurs 
National Park rangers will 
assist with the staffing and 
operations of the Orr Travel 
and Information Center 
in Or thanks in part to 
Voyageurs National Park 
Association .

VNPA is a non-profit or-
ganization that relies on its 
members and supporters for 
funding.

Voyageurs National Park 

through VNPA’s Landmark 
Grant will partner with 
the city of Orr to keep the 
center open. Located on U.S. 
Highway 53, Orr serves as 
a central hub to Voyageur 
country, connecting the 
communities of Crane Lake, 
Ash River, Kabetogama, 
Ranier, and International 
Falls. In addition to infor-
mation, the center provides 
picnic shelters, an acces-
sible bog walk, a dump sta-
tion, and water access for 

recreational vehicles.
Beginning this week, the 

center is open Saturdays 
and Sundays through the 
third week of September.

Summer hours of opera-
tion from June 16 through 
Sept. 20:

  Monday through Friday, 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm

  Saturday & Sunday, 
10:30 am to 1:00 pm & 1:30 
pm to 4:00 pm

For more information, 
call (218) 283-6600.

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK

VNPA Landmark grant funds ranger at Orr
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CLASS OF 1984 GRADUATES
Our 30 year class reunion is being held at

Sha Sha Resort on
Saturday, July 5th at 6:30 pm.
You do not need to rsvp--just show up and

get reacquainted with your classmates.

(If you know a 1984 graduate,
please pass this information on)

THURSDAY JULY 3, 2014
6:00 p.m. POT LUCK SUPPER AT Community Building

9:00 p.m.- 1:00 a.m. STREET DANCE with

“CENTRE-LINE”

FRIDAY JULY 4, 2014
9:00 a.m. COMMUNITY AUCTION at pavilion

10:00 a.m. Olson Memorial HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT,

TREASURE HUNT clues posted at Community Building

ART, CRAFT, NOVELTY and FOOD STANDS OPEN

11:00 a.m. KAMIKAZE RUBBER DUCKY RACE

LUNCH starts at Community Building

LIONS BOUNCE HOUSE

12:30 p.m. CHILDREN’S RACES START in front of Community Building

CHILD and ADULT GAMES - meet near Water Tower

for Water Balloon Toss, Egg Toss, Sack Races

LOADER CONTEST

DUNK TANK opens

2:00 p.m. SAWDUST PILE

DAVE STADLER’S sawing exhibition & SAWING CONTEST

3:30 p.m. KIDDIE PARADE, Prizes:

1st - $20.00, 2nd- $15.00, 3rd- $10.00

5:00 p.m. MAIN PARADE Line up at 4:00 p.m.

SOFTBALL GAME

8:00 p.m.-I :00 a.m. STREET DANCE w/ CENTRE-LINE

9:00 p.m. RAFFLE DRAWINGS at Ball Park

DUSK
FIREWORKS! FIREWORKS!

FIREWORKS!

MAIN PARADE
FLOAT PRIZES

Three Categories:
Patriotic, Original

& Antique Car
1st - $100.00 • 2nd - $75.00

3rd - $50.00
Traveling Trophy
For Best Overall SPONSORED BV THE BIG FALLS LIONS CLUB

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS

9:00 A.M. SATURDAY JULY 5TH 5K-MOSQUITO RUN - MAINSTREET
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4TH OF JULY FESTIVAL
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