
B8 | October 26, 2013 www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Son’s long hair brings out 
worst in mom’s abusive clan

Previous Cryptoquote: IT IS THE GREATEST OF ALL AD-
VANTAGES TO ENJOY NO ADVANTAGE AT ALL. – Henry 
David Thoreau

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no math 

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You 
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic. 
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle 
will be published in 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com to 
find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, shake things up a bit 
to inpsire some much-needed 
change. Be a tourist in your 
own city if you cannot afford 
a trip or immerse yourself in 
new cultures.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
It is not a good week to be-

gin new projects, Taurus. In 
fact, cosmic signs point to fin-
ishing up anything  you have 
outstanding. Try to focus on 
financial matters as well.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Cooperate with others this 

week, Gemini. This works 
best when you embrace com-
promise. Listen to what oth-
ers have to say and always 
keep an open mind.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, a desire to get 

organized has been on your 
mind for quite some time. 
Now is the ideal time to do 
something about it. Start by 
clearing out clutter and go 
from there.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Enjoy a short vacation, 

Leo. It may be a jaunt to a 
weekend hideaway or some-
thing off the beaten path, 
but make the most of this 
well-deserved escape from 
the daily grind.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you are feeling do-

mestic this week, so enjoy 
puttering around the house 
these next several days. You 
can catch up on decorating or 
renovating the home.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you feel a strong 

need to communicate with 
others this week. Share some 
truths with your loved ones, 
but try not to come across as 
if you have an agenda.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you may have a de-

sire to travel and seek adven-
ture, but right now finances 
won’t allow it. If you can keep 
expenses down, you may have 
the opportunity soon.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Expect to have luck on 

your side this week, Sagit-
tarius. As a natural born 
risk-taker, all you need is a 
little incentive to get out and 
take a chance.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Keep your intentions hid-

den from others until you are 
ready for the big reveal, Cap-
ricorn. This will help make 
the surprise even more excit-
ing for all those involved. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, discussions 

reach a point where you want 
to make permanent changes 
to your plans. Mull things 
over before making any final 
decisions, but enjoy this excit-
ing time.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Personal details about 

your private life may become 
public, Pisces. How this infor-
mation is handled depends on 
your reaction.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 27
John Cleese, Actor (74)

OCTOBER 28
Matt Smith, Actor (31)

OCTOBER 29
Richard Dreyfuss, Actor (66)

OCTOBER 30
Ivanka Trump, TV Person-
ality (32)

OCTOBER 31
Peter Jackson, Director (53)

NOVEMBER 1
Toni Collete, Actress (41)

NOVEMBER 2
Kendall Schmidt, Actor/
Singer (23)

DEAR ABBY: I have a 
10-year-old son. “Zack’s” a 
great kid, creative, funny 
and athletic. He has decided 
to grow his hair long. My 
husband and I figure it’s not 
illegal or immoral, so why 
fight it?

My family does not share 
our opinion. My mom and 
sister are cruel in their op-
position to Zack growing 
his hair. They tell him he 
looks like a girl and call 
him names. There have 
been bribes, bullying and 
instances of utter insan-
ity on their part, trying to 
make him cut it. 

My sister’s son has been 
physically and verbally cru-
el to Zack, and she thinks 
it’s funny. She’s repeating 
a pattern from when we 
were children of being the 
“toughest” – if you can’t 
handle the abuse, you’re a 
“baby.”

I need to know how to 
stand up to these family 
members for my son. It’s a 
struggle for me to speak to 
them face-to-face, and they 
have called me a coward for 
sending email messages. 
My mother lives alone and 
sometimes has suicidal 
thoughts. Zack is stressed 
because he loves his grand-
ma, but can’t deal with her 
harassment. Can you help? 
— GUILT-RIDDEN AND 
STRESSED IN ONTARIO, 
CANADA

 
DEAR GUILT-RIDDEN 

AND STRESSED: I’ll try. 
Somehow, for your son’s 
sake, you must find the 
courage to tell your mother 
and your sister to their fac-
es that if they don’t knock 
it off immediately, they’ll 
be seeing a lot less of you 

and Zack. 
The dynamics in your 

family are unhealthy -- but 
you are an adult now and 
no longer have to tolerate 
it. Because Zack is athletic, 
enroll him in self-defense 
classes and make sure he 
knows he does not have 
to tolerate physical abuse 
from anyone and that in-
cludes his cousin.

As to “Grandma,” your 
son’s emotional health 
must take precedence over 
hers. I seriously doubt 
she’ll kill herself if she 
doesn’t have your son to 
make miserable, so don’t 
feel guilty about it.

DEAR ABBY: I was on a 
bus yesterday and a woman 
seated near me complained 
about how long the trip 
was taking for so long and 
so loudly that I ended up 
“catching” her negative 
energy. Because I couldn’t 
find a nice way to shut her 
up, I finally put on ear-
phones and turned on my 
music.

When there is a toxic 
person in a public place, 
what is the best way to get 
them to stop spewing their 
hateful sewage onto every-
one else? — ALLISON IN 
BROOKLYN 

DEAR ALLISON: The 
most obvious way would be 
to put physical distance be-
tween you and the person, 
if that’s possible. If it isn’t, 
then the way you handled 
it was appropriate. In the 
interest of safety, I would 
not recommend confront-
ing a possibly emotionally 
disturbed individual.

DEAR ABBY: My wife 
and I are retired and finan-
cially secure. Our three 
adult children shower us 
with costly gifts on Christ-
mas, birthdays, and Moth-
er’s Day and Father’s Day. 
Most of them end up on our 
closet shelves. 

How can we tell them 
that what we would really 
prefer is just a kind, hand-
written (not store-bought) 
note with possibly a recent 
picture of them or our 
grandchildren enclosed? 
— DAD WHO HAS IT 
ALL

 
DEAR DAD: Why not 

say it the same way you 
expressed it to me? You are 
financially secure. Your 
closets are filled. You don’t 
have room for any more 
“things,” and this is the 
kind of gift you would pre-
fer. If they disregard your 
wishes and give you more 
gifts you can’t use, you can 
always donate them to a 
needy family.

 Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by 
her mother, Pauline Phil-
lips. Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069. 


