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FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Get your
shots now

Recent outbreaks of mea-
sles in the United States
should serve notice of the
risks to people who are not
vaccinated.

An outbreak of measles
in Disneyland in Califor-
nia has now surpassed 80
cases. And Arizona pub-
lic health officials say as
many as 1,000 people across
three counties may been
exposed to the measles
virus, tied in part to those
who may have come in con-
tact with 195 children who
Maricopa County health
officials say were exposed
to measles between Jan. 20
and 21 at the Phoenix Chil-
dren’s East Valley Center
in Mesa.

Two cases in Arizona
are linked to the linked to
the family of four whose
measles cases were con-
firmed last week following
travel to Disneyland.

Measles can cause blind-
ness, deafness and even
death — especially in
young children.

So who cares if some-
one decides not to vacci-
nate their child? They put
those who can’t receive
vaccines and infants under
12 months at risk. Even in
the vaccinated population,
about 5 percent aren’t im-
mune, according to the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol, which estimates com-
munities need a more than
90 percent vaccination rate
to stop outbreaks.

But the risk is not just
in other states. The Uni-
versity of Minnesota con-
firmed a case of measles
on its Twin Cities campus
Wednesday.

And while Minnesota’s
not at the bottom of the pile
when it comes to vaccina-
tion rates, it must clearly
must do better. The CDC
reports between 85 and
96 percent of Minnesota
children are vaccinated
against measles, mumps
and rubella. The national
average is 91.9 percent.
Thirty-one states and the
District of Columbia have
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higher average MMR vac-
cination rates than Min-
nesota. The top state is
New Hampshire, where
between 94 and 99 percent
of children have MMR vac-
cination — rates for which
all states should strive.

Boosting compliance
among those who do not
vaccinate could have ma-
jor public health implica-
tions, especially because
last year the United States
had its highest number of
measles cases since 1977,
according to a report.

Rep. Mike Freiberg, DFL-
Golden Valley, planned
to introduce a bill at the
Minnesota Legislature this
week requiring parents to
talk with a doctor about the
diseases that can be pre-
vented by vaccines before
they can reject immuniz-
ing their children.

The idea behind immu-
nization is that if most
people in a population are
immune to a disease, it
can’t spread easily even if
someone with the disease
arrives on the scene. When
less people are immunized
and vulnerable, it becomes
easier for a disease to take
hold of a community.

Minnesota law requires
children to be immunized,
with exemptions: If a
health care provider signs
a statement that the vac-
cine would be harmful to
the child, or that the child
is already immune; and if
parents sign and notarize
a form that vaccination
would be against their
beliefs.

Freiberg’s bill would add
another hurdle to jump
before parents could opt
out of vaccinating their
children.

As we watch other states
brace for the risk of a full
outbreak, Freiberg’s bill
deserves consideration and
we urge parents to do the
right thing for themselves
and their community by
keeping themselves and
their children properly
vaccinated.
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Let’s focus on sustained and
strategic transportation funding

BY SCOTT BRENER

We agree with Gov. Mark
Dayton: Let’s get real about
transportation. Minneso-
tans demand safe and ef-
ficient movement of people
and goods. Our existing
dedicated revenues fall
short of maintaining our
system of roads, bridges
and transit, let alone allow-
ing for strategic expansion.

The Legislature should
pass a 10-year plan funded
by efficient use of current
resources, general fund
appropriations and value
capture mechanisms.

The first reality check,
however, is to agree on how
much we need to invest.
What are the real numbers?

In 2012, the Transpor-
tation Finance Advisory
Committee projected we
needed $250 million/year to
“maintain” our state roads
and bridges. Today, Gov.
Dayton says we need $400
million.

In 2012, TFAC projected
we needed $210 million/
year to build out the Twin
Cities transit system. To-
day, Gov. Dayton says we
need $280 million.

In 2012, TFAC projected
that the metro area tran-
sit system could be built
out in the next 20 years

— only if we increased the
metro area sales tax by a
half-cent. Today, planning
documents from the Coun-
ties Transit Improvement
Board and the Metropolitan
Council project that the ex-
pansion can be completed
with current revenues in
the next 10 years.

Once we agree on the
priorities, we do need to
get real about funding.
Solutions advanced by the
governor and transporta-
tion special-interests are
well meaning but sorely
outdated.

Gas-tax revenues are de-
clining in value with more
efficient and electric cars.
Current user fees - fuel
taxes, vehicle registration
fees and the motor vehicle
sales tax — do not capture
any money from those who
use the system but will nev-
er buy or operate a vehicle.

The proposed new gross
receipts tax on gas — assess-
ing the 6.5-percent sales tax
at the wholesale level - is
not transparent to consum-
ers. The assessment will
wind up in significantly
higher prices at the pump.
And projected revenues
are far from stable. At $2
per-gallon gas prices, the
tax would increase the cost
at the pump by about 12

cents. At $4, it’s more than
25 cents. The governor’s
current proposal is based
on gas at $3.25 per gallon.

We must invest in a way
that does not make our cost
of doing business any less
competitive than it is today.
Minnesota last increased
its gas tax in July 2012.
We also raised significant
sales, income and corporate
taxes to the tune of $2.1 bil-
lion less than two years ago.

Someone must ask: Are
other government services
any less long term and in
need of stable funding than
transportation? If the an-
swer is “no,” then why is
it appropriate to fund, say,
health care services with
those dollars but not trans-
portation? Thirty-three
states use the general fund
to supplement financing
for state roads and bridges.
This also could force ev-
eryone to redouble efforts
to redesign the delivery
of all state programs and
services.

We should be exploring
new funding mechanisms
like value capture, too.
Large public investments in
transportation infrastruc-
ture — such as new freeway
interchanges, highways or
transit lines — can increase
the value of adjacent pri-

vate land, sometimes sub-
stantially.Research at the
University of Minnesota’s
Center for Transportation
Studies shows that assess-
ing a portion of a project’s
cost against those who most
directly benefit can contrib-
ute significant dollars.

Business owners and
managers usually identify
education, public safety and
transportation as the most
important state services
.Yet, outside of small annual
appropriations for transit,
transportation does not
show up on the balance
sheet of the general fund.

The Minnesota Chamber
supports a new 10-year in-
vestment plan — that’s 2016
to 2026, not 1966 to 1976.
First, let’s have a meaning-
ful conversation to reach
consensus about what we
need to invest. Second, let’s
get practical — and creative
—about how to fund it. Our
goal is a transportation sys-
tem that facilitates a chang-
ing and growing economy.
We need an investment and
funding strategy that’s up
to this task.

Brener, senior vice pres-
ident and general counsel
at SFM, Bloomington, is
chair of the Minnesota
Chamber’s Transporta-
tion Policy Committee.

Transportation needs back-to-basics plan

To the editor,

This is in regard to Gov-
ernor Dayton’s announced
transportation funding
plan:

The “transportation so-
lution” would be much
easier to sell to Minne-
sota’s citizens and indus-
try if those who pay the
bill through their motor
fuel and vehicle registra-
tion/vehicle license taxes
had an upfront, iron-clad
guarantee by the governor
and Legislature that all
new transportation dol-
lars would flow only to
professional engineering-

justified pavement and
bridge replacement and
maintenance.

Further, it is essential
that there be a fail-safe
mechanism to prevent the
politically driven redirec-
tion of funds for non-pave-
ment/non-bridge uses like
bikeways, hiking trails,
scenic byway development
and amenities, community
beautification enhance-
ments, scenic overlooks,
historical monuments, com-
munity entrance aesthetic
treatments and countless
other non-pavement/non-
bridge purposes.

In my respectful view, a
new transportation fund-
ing plan must focus only
on the basic needs of our
roadways and bridges,
with timely and proactive
system preventative main-
tenance being a top-most
priority.

Indeed, what is sorely
needed is a back-to-the-
basics Marshall Plan, in-
sulated from capricious
political whimsy, to bring
our bridges and highways
to 21st century safety and
serviceability expectations
of the motoring public.

This means no frills,

bling, or wasteful special
interest “visions” ... just
well maintained, strong/
smooth/safe pavements
and structurally sound
and safe bridges, predicat-
ed on the common-sense
guidance of professional
civil engineering stan-
dards.
John Bray
Duluth, MN
Editor’s note: Bray
served as special assistant
to the district 1 engineer
and spokesman for the
Minnesota Department of
Transportation and is now
retired.
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