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Make a 6 or 12 month payment on your Journal subscription
and we will donate to the Community Cancer Walk fund.
They provide gas cards to local people in need of traveling
out of town for appointments related to their cancer
diagnosis and treatment.

Call the Journal at 285-7411 and ask to make a payment
to your account for either a 6 month or 12 month term and
we will donate $5.00 for a 6 month subscription renewal and
$10.00 for a one year subscription renewal.

Offer eligible to both new and existing subscribers.

Start an Easy Pay account and we will donate $10.00.
Easy pay requires bank account information and is discounted
to a monthly charge of $5.75, for local delivery.

Call the Journal today and help out our neighbors in need.
Offer ends Friday, October 31st

JOIN THE
FIGHT TO END

CANCER

218.285.7411

DROP THE PUCK ON ANOTHER
SEASON AT THE SPORTS SHOP
DROP THE PUCK ON ANOTHER
SEASON AT THE SPORTS SHOP

We have a full stock of the latest hockey skates, sticks, and equipment
to give you that competitive edge over your competition.
Come see us, and get the perfect fit, at the perfect price.

NOW OPEN

SATURDAY 9-3!

Skate Leasing available!
It’s a guaranteed fit, for the entire season.

Don’t let old skates slow you down

Open MOn.-Fri. 9-6 • SAT. 9-3

345 3rd ST., i. FAllS,

283-6121

• Limit your ad to 25 words or less and include your price and phone number.
(ads without price will not run)

• Deliver your free ad to The Journal Drop Box before noon
Thursday, or Fax it to (218) 285-7206 or mail it to:
The Journal, 1602 Hwy. 71, International Falls, MN 56649.

• Additional run on Wednesday $1 each.

• Ads for commercial items, rentals, real estate, home businesses,
food, animals, feed, heavy equipment, employment/business
services, organizations or items over $500 can be placed for a
minimal fee by calling 285-7411.

FREE SATURDAY ADS
For Items Priced Under $500!

REMEMBER
to always include your
name, address & phone

localnews

Reports by the Inter-
national Fal ls police 
and fire chiefs were pre-
sented Oct. 6 to the Falls 
City Council.

Falls Fire Chief Adam 
Mannausau provided a 
report that also includes 
the Fal ls Ambulance 
Service, of which he also 
serves as chief.

Mannausau said the 
152 ambulance calls in 
September represented 
twice as many as in Sep-
tember 2013, when 67 
calls were received. Of 
the 152 calls, 95 came in 
as 911 calls, he said.

“That’s significant for 
us,” he told the council.

He added a new am-
bulance is expected to 
arrive in mid-October.

“We’re running the 
wheels of f the ambu-
lance we have,” he said.

Meanwhile, he report-
ed September brought 
four fire calls, with two, 
involving a dryer and 
a vehicle, in the city. 
He said other two were 
rural responses,  one 
involving a hazardous 
materials incident with 
the Koochiching County 
Sheriff’s Office and one 
vehicle rol lover with 
extrication.

Mannausau said fire-
fighters attended pump 
operator and rope rescue 
classes, and conducted 
hose testing during Sep-
tember.
Police

F a l l s  Pol ic e  C h ie f 
Mike Musich provided 
an activity report for 
September which noted 
school patrols started 

for the year, 
which he called a prior-
ity for the department. 
He said Dane Olson will 
serve as the juvenile of-
ficer, and he said officers 
are called to Falls High 
School nearly every day 
for a variety of reasons.

He also said parking 
issues in residential ar-
eas were addressed dur-
ing the month.

Musich reported of-
ficers made 606 contacts 
with the public during 
September. He broke that 
number down by activ-
ity: 38 general calls for 
service, 29 medical as-
sists, 11 agency assists, 
seven attempts to local 
people, 41 traffic stops, 
25 animal-related calls 
and 113 initial complaint 
reports, which are ser-
vices recorded for future 
reference.

Animal-related calls 
involved dogs, cats and 
a wolf, he said, adding 
calls about a wolf that 
has been seen within the 
city limits had declined 
in recent weeks.

I n addition,  he re -
ported he and other of-
ficers had attended sev-
eral meetings during the 
month.

SEPTEMBER CHIEFS REPORT

Chief reports increase 
in ambulance runs

Adam 

Mannausau

Mike

Musich

COMMERCE STAFF REPORT

As the heating season 
kicks in, the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce 
and the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission en-
courage Minnesotans to 
contact their utilities now 
to learn more about the 
Cold Weather Rule protec-
tion to keep homes heated 
all winter long, and avoid 
disconnection.

Minnesota’s Cold Weath-
er Rule takes effect today 
and protects residential util-
ity customers from having 
their heat shut off through 
April 15, 2015. To prevent 
heating disconnection, 
customers must contact 
their utility to establish and 
maintain a monthly pay-
ment plan.

“The Cold-Weather Rule 
and energy assistance helps 
Minnesota families that 
struggle financially with 
utility heating costs each 
winter, especially during 
bitterly cold winters like last 
year,” said Commerce Com-
missioner Mike Rothman. 
“No Minnesotan should be 
left out in the cold.”

The Cold Weather Rule 
helps customers who heat 
their homes with natural 
gas or electricity to avoid 
shut-off during the winter 
months. To be eligible, cus-
tomers must contact their 
utility to work out a pay-
ment plan and must make 
the payments. Customers 
who have a combined house-
hold income at or below 50 
percent of the state median 
income ($44,912 for a family 
of four) are not required to 
pay more than 10 percent of 
household income; others 
are also eligible to negotiate 
a payment plan. Households 
that need to re-connect 

for winter 
should con-
t ac t  t hei r 
utility now 
to take ad-
v a n t a g e 
of the pay-
ment s  op -
tions.

“The Cold 
W e a t h e r 
R u l e  i s  a 
safeguard for the most vul-
nerable Minnesotans dur-
ing our frigid winters,” said 
PUC Chair Beverly Jones 
Heydinger. “It ensures that 
households in need are 
safe, warm, and healthy. 
By working out a payment 
plan with their utility, Min-
nesota families can keep 
the heat on while they face 
financial challenges.”

Minnesota consumers 
using delivered fuels such 
as fuel oil, propane, or wood 
to heat their homes are not 
covered by the Cold Weather 
Rule. However, they are also 
encouraged to contact the 
companies that serve them 
to discuss payment options 
if they are concerned about 
their ability to pay for fuel. 
For example, a new law 
requires propane distribu-
tors to offer all customers a 
budget plan.

More information on the 
Cold Weather Rule is avail-
able at the PUC website or 
by calling 651-296-0406 or 
800-657-3782.
Minnesota’s Energy As-
sistance Program

In addition to the Cold 
Weather Rule, Minnesota 
offers the Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Pro-
gram, known as LIHEAP 
or the Energy Assistance 
Program (EAP) to help pay 
home heating costs. The 
Commerce Department ad-
ministers LIHEAP in part-

nership with 31 local service 
providers throughout the 
state. LIHEAP is federally 
funded through the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services. The program 
helps renters and homeown-
ers earning at or below 50 
percent of the state’s median 
income ($44,912 for a family 
of four) obtain grant money 
to help pay their heating 
bills.

The average annual grant 
per household last year was 
$500. Households with se-
niors, people with disabili-
ties, veterans, and children 
are especially encouraged 
to apply. Applications were 
recently sent to households 
that qualified for energy 
assistance last year; others 
who may qualify are en-
couraged to apply. To apply, 
contact the local service 
provider in your county 
by calling 1-800-657-3710 or 
visit the Energy Assistance 
Program section on the Di-
vision of Energy Resources 
website.

While Minnesota con-
sumers using delivered fu-
els such as fuel oil, propane, 
or wood to heat their homes 
are eligible for EAP grants 
even though they are not 
covered by the Cold Weather 
Rule.
Minnesota’s Weather As-
sistance Program

The Commerce Depart-
ment also administers the 
Weatherization Assistance 
Program, a companion pro-
gram of EAP. The program 
provides cost-effective en-
ergy conservation measures 
to reduce energy costs for 
low-income households. 
Minnesotans who meet 
the income guidelines for 
weatherization may receive 
weatherization services; 
they may also receive ad-

ditional assistance from the 
utilities. Both homeowners 
and renters may apply for 
weatherization.

Other forms of assistance 
may be available through 
county social service pro-
grams, community-based 
organizations, and non-
profit agencies. For a list 
of resources, visit the Stay 
Warm Minnesota website.
Energy-saving tips

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Commerce, Divi-
sion of Energy Resources 
provides a wide range of 
energy-saving information 
that every household can 
use to help control heating 
costs. Some basic no-cost 
and low-cost energy-saving 
recommendations include:

  Weather strip and caulk 
windows and doors to elimi-
nate air infi ltration.

  Cover drafty windows 
with tightly sealed plastic to 
keep the warm air in.

  Open curtains and 
blinds on south-facing win-
dows to let the sun in during 
the day to naturally heat 
your home.

  Seal air leaks to prevent 
cold air infi ltration through 
chimneys, vents, pipes, and 
wires that penetrate walls, 
ceilings, and attics.

  Close your fireplace 
damper when a fi re is not 
in use to prevent warm air 
from escaping.

  Maintain your heating 
system. Have annual fur-
nace or boiler inspections, 
clean or replace furnace 
filters regularly, and con-
sider replacing old heating 
systems with more effi cient 
ENERGY STAR® models.

  Use a programmable 
thermostat. Set your ther-
mostat to automatically turn 
down the heat at night and 
when you’re not at home.

Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule starts today
Customers can seek protection and apply for heating assistance

Mike 

Rothman

283-8877

Clearance

Racks

30%-80%

Off

Blaze Orange

& Camo

Hunting
Gear & Apparel

20%
OFF

Vests, Jackets, Bibs,

Hats & Gloves
Excludes Under
Armour and FXR

Wednesday – Sunday
October 15th – October 19th

Mon. – Sat. 8-7 Sun. 9-4

Int’l Falls, MN
Baudette: 218-634-2088


