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L-BF
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The new age of digital
technology has found its
way to L-BF, a school of less
than 400 students tucked
away just off Main Street
in Littlefork. Last year, the
L-BF School Board appro-
priated funds to equip the
school with 160 iPads to be
distributed on a one-to-one
basis to students in grades
2, 3, 4, 10, 11 and 12. The
board’s aim was to better
prepare students for the
new digital world.

And there are plans to
expand.

The district will contin-
ue to enlarge its one-to-one
iPad initiative for the 2014-
2015 school year, following
a successful implementa-
tion with little trouble this
year.

“It’s crazy to think how
far we’ve come in one
year,” Christopher Bach-
meier, L-BF principal, said.
“Using the iPads just kind
of took off. Where we are
now is night and day from
when we were just starting
to think about the idea at
this time last year.”

AtaFeb. 19 school board
meeting, Superintendent
Fred Seybert said the dis-
trict’s technology plan
includes purchasing an
additional 180 iPads at a
price tag of about $170,000
for next year.

“Over two years, L-BF
will spend in excess of
$290,000 (on iPads),” Sey-
bert said. “The goal of L-BF
expanding iPads for stu-
dents during the 2014-2015
school year will actually
exceed a one-to-one ratio.
When considering iPads
and desktops for the stu-
dents, in fact, that number
will probably approach
1.25 to one.”

ATTRACTIVE DEVICE

Seybert said the dis-
trict’s technology plan is
one of the driving forces
attracting more and more
students to the district.
This school year alone,
Seybert has reported the
school’s enrollment in-
creased by about 50 stu-
dents with the expectation
for at least 30 more next

year.
“The parents and stu-
dents see what is hap-

STAFF PHOTO BY EMILY GEDDE

Kaelyn Bachmeier reads a book she “checked out” from a library app.
Christopher Bachmeier, L-BF principal and Kaelyn’s father, said students
still use the actual library and are taught how to check out books.

pening in this important
area,” he said. “They want
to be part of this state-of-
the-art program.”

Bachmeier agreed.

“To me, that’s what I
want my kids to have - the
best option for technology,”
hesaid. “In all essence, it’s
going to be money in the
kids’ pockets.”

SMOOTH SAILING

With anything new,
some of the obstacles of
implementing iPads were
expected — like teachers
adapting to a room full of
students distracted by the
glowing devices, and some
were surprises found along
the way —like how quickly
students are able to learn
using the device.

“They are digital na-

are adjusting to. In the end,
however, the principal said
it seems to be working to
an advantage.

“Using the iPads is a
way to get some kids more
engaged,” he said. “They
can accelerate in different
ways.”

Still, there needs to be
a balancing act, he added.

“The iPad is just a tool,”
he said. “We're still going
to use paper and pencils.
We still have to know how
to write.”

Teachers, Bachmeier
said, are not using the
devices for every lesson,
and it’s used differently
by elementary and high
school teachers.

Nancy McBride, who
teaches English at the high
school level, uses iPads
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Bachmeier said the edu-
cation in classrooms is
always changing and using
iPads is certainly a change
both students and teachers
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kids to see and reach.

“Students are using
iPads more and more,” she
said. “They can customize
things for their own differ-
ent uses.”

McBride said she finds
she, too, is using the de-
vices more.

“I’'ve already download-
ed my textbook for next
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year,” she said. “With the
literature book, students
can tap on a picture and
up pops a video...the back-
ground information and
it’s all right here.”

McBride admits sorting
through the galaxy of apps
has been a difficult task
with no “surefire way” of
knowing what works best.

“We don’t know until we
try one,” she said. “That’s
been both time consum-
ing and a learning experi-
ence.”

FOLLOWING THROUGH

Overall, the accessibil-
ity of the iPads is putting
L-BF on the technology
map.

“We say we’re ahead
of the technology curve
and we want to do what
we say,” Bachmeier said.
“The whole process and
whole idea with this is
exciting.”

Bachmeier added the
school’s technology direc-
tor, Frank Hand, has had
significant involvement in
the success of the school’s
iPad implementation.

“He’s good at getting the
training and the board is
good at backing it,” he said.

In fact, next year, once a
month, the school will send
students home at noon to
allow for teacher discus-
sion on technology for the
rest of the day.

“It makes it very easy
for us to move forward,”
he said. “Good things are
happening at L-BF.”
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Where skill meets compassion.

Orthopaedic Clinic

at the

Littlefork Medical Center
912 Main Street

and

Bigfork Valley Specialty Clinic
Dr. Daniel Baker
No referral needed, call

1-866-776-0262

for an appointment.

ServiceMASTER

The clean you expect.
The service you deserve™
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e Carpet Cleaning e Furniture Cleaning
¢ Fire & Smoke Cleanup ® Water Damage Cleanup

ServiceMaster of International Falls
611 11t Street

REesiDENTIAL & JANITORIAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS
www.servicemasterclean.com

Remember...

o Being part of a team that is working
toward a common goal; the betterment
of the cooperative and its members.

 Having the ability to purchase a variety
of goods and services at fair and
competitive prices.
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The GOLD Weather Is Here!
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Cooperative Services

There are many benefits of being a member of
Northern Star Cooperative Services!

 Having access to programs and
services that have been specifically
designed with you, the member owner,
in mind.

o To receive the benefits of patronage
refunds on the purchases you make with
Northern Star Cooperative Services.

o Switch out your tank for our tank for FREE!

A CASH DIVIDEND EVERY YEAR!

WINTER
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“The low pressure zips
through and brings snow,
then winds swing along
from the north and bring
the cold temperatures,”
Huyck said. “The fresh
snow pack helps drop the
temperatures a little more
as well.”

The 2013-14 winter will
have to settle for the silver
when it comes to all-time
coldest average winter
temperature. As of Feb. 26,
the average temperature
of -2.5 degrees was second
all-time behind the aver-
age temperature of -2.9 de-
grees, set in 1978-79. Based
on the forecast for the rest
of the month, Huyck said it
would be a “real challenge”
to break the record, calcu-
lating the winter would
fall one- or two-tenths of a
degree short of the record.

The cause of these bit-
ter cold temperatures is
the low pressure system

EDA
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Ward said the focus is
now on establishing a site
in Crane Lake, with the
International Falls area
next on the list. He said
the Koochiching Econom-
ic Development Author-
ity would be tapped in the
Falls area effort.

While the plan for each
community will be unique,
he said it may involve park
staff constructing it and
a local tourism business
operating it.

Katrin said another goal
— collaborate with other
entities supporting eco-
nomic development efforts
— will require the rela-
tionships members of the
commission have already
established.

Counting the s
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that’s usually parked over
the north pole, Huyck said.
There’s a system of high
pressure halfway between
the north pole and the
equator, he said, and the
strength difference be-
tween these two systems
is much larger than pre-
vious years, he said. This
has allowed the cold air to
push down, and settle over
northern Minnesota.

In order to stay safe in
the cold temperatures,
Huyck said to remember
to bundle up in layers if
you’re going outside. If
you're traveling a long
distance, keep a winter
survival kit in your car.
This should include items
like a snow shovel, blan-
kets, high-calorie food, and
drinkable water.

The record-setting win-
ter may not be over yet, but
as the calendar flips over
to March, the first day of
spring is only three weeks
away. It’s not over yet, but
thereis alight at the end of
the tunnel.

He said several projects
proposed are outside the
EDA’s jurisdiction and
have been handed over to
the appropriate leaders.

The final goal involves
developing new funding
streams for the EDA’s oper-
ating expenses and projects.

He pointed to about
$600,000 saved last month
by refinancing bonds
sold to construct VNP’s
headquarters on property
owned by the city.

Commissioner Bob
Anderson said the plan
appears to be more the
board’s than the EDA Com-
mission’s. He said the com-
mission did not have the
opportunity to provide
input or discuss it as it was
developed.

Mason encouraged dis-
cussion about the plan at
Monday’s meeting.
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akfast Specials
Mon.-Sat. $6.29

Sunday $7.29

Big Moose Skillet with hashbrowns

Breakfast Sandwich with hashbrowns
French Toast w/eggs & sausage or bacon
Blueberry Pancakes w/eggs & sausage

or bacon

Biscuits & Gravy w/eggs & hashbrowns
Cinnamon Swirl French Toast with

ham & eggs

Blueberry Cream Cheese Crepes with

eggs & ham

Dinner Specials

Half Chicken Dinner
Full Rack of BBQ Ribs
Pan Fried Walleye

$10.99
$17.99
$14.99

Mozzarella Girasole

w/Marinara Sauce
Fishermen’s Catch

Rib Eye Steak
Chicken Kiev

Dinners include choice of potato & salad. Choice of soup for $1.00

$10.99
$16.99
$17.99
$11.99

Canadian
Money at par!

¢ Hwy 53 & Memorial Drive - Open 6 a.m.-10 p.m.

218-283-4775

Free on-site estimate!

Littlefork, MN 218-278-6682

218-283-8888 - choco
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