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Father and son stay in touch
with cellphone tracking app

DEAR ABBY: I have a
17-year-old son. He spends
half his time with me and
the other half with his
mom. My question is about
his cellphone.

I can use an app on my
phone to see the location
of his phone. A friend of
mine tells me I shouldn’t
stalk him or spy on him
this way. She says it shows
Idon’t trust or respect him.
My son knows I can — and
do —check on him using the
GPS function in the phone,
and he can do the same to
locate me.

Checking on him from
time to time gives me some
comfort.Ican’t see who he’s
with or what he’s doing,
but I can see if he’s where I
expect him to be.

What do you think? Am
ITharming him by checking
on him? Or am I “stalking”
him, as my friend says?
— DAD WHO CARES IN
OHIO

DEAR DAD: You and
your friend appear to have
different parenting styles.
Aslongasyour sonisaware
that you occasionally check
his whereabouts, I don’t
consider what you’re do-
ing to be either harmful
or stalking. As a parent,
you have a right to know
where your minor child is,
and the GPS feature you
describe has been known
to save lives in the event of
an emergency.

DEAR ABBY

DEAR ABBY:I'masoph-
omore in high school. I
know this sounds awful, but
I hate my father. If anyone
disagrees with anything he
says, that person is always
wrong and he isright. (This
includes scientific facts.)
He is also a bigot who says
horribly racist, sexist and
homophobic things.

He has made me feel aw-
ful about the choices I have
made in athletics and aca-
demics, and he gets angry
at the drop of a hat for little
things, like if I haven’t or-
ganized the shoes in my
closet. He yells and guilt
trips my little sister until
she cries.

I don’t think I can take
three more years of this.
I’m uncomfortable any-
time I'm around him. I
can’t talk to him because
it’s his way or the highway,
and Mom doesn’t want
to make him angry, so
she says nothing. What
do I do? — DISTRESSED
DAUGHTER

DEAR DAUGHTER:
Your father appears to be a
man with a lot of problems,
but you can’t fix them. Be-
cause your mother is afraid
to speak up, he probably
won’t change. She may stay
with him because she’s
afraid she can’t support
herself and you girls on
her own. Learn from her
example, and resolve to be
economically independent
before you marry anyone.

Recognize that your fa-
ther is the product of the
way he was raised. It’s like-
ly he learned to be a bigot
and verbal abuser from his
own parents. Make up your
mind that you will never be
that way.

Because you are uncom-
fortable around your father,
spend less time around
him if you can. Try to be
supportive of your sister,
because she needs it and
will as long as she lives in
that house. And remember,
three more years may seem
like forever now, but in the
scheme of things, it isn’t.
Once you are no longer a mi-
nor and have a job, you can
arrange to get out of there.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
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HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, things are going to
change with regard to your
professional life. Expect
some good news at work and
possibly a promotion. Make
the most of this opportunity.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

This week is bound to be
very social, and your cal-
endar is full, Taurus. You
can pick and choose what
you want to do, and you can
expect to enjoy all of your ex-
periences in the week ahead.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Expect to start the week
on an exciting note, Gemini.
Big news is coming your
way, and you can allow
yourself to enjoy this excit-
ing time in your life.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, enjoy time with
your significant other in the
days ahead. A romantic trip
could be just the way to go,
and both of you will appreci-

ate the one-on-one time.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Home matters have been
on your mind, Leo. This
week you will reach a reso-
lution to your issue. Your
hard work has paid off so
you can have some fun.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

This is a week you are
bound to enjoy, Virgo. The
next several days will be
full of structured fun, and
that is right up your al-
ley. Enjoy the company of
friends and family.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
Libra, you may prefer to
keep to yourself this week,
but you are more likely to
be surrounded by friends
and family. Make the most
of this time with loved ones.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, things are set
to go your way and you
couldn’t be happier. You
thrive on being in control,
and that’s right where you
will be this week. Good
things are ahead.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, you tend to
get restless with routine,
so take some time to switch
things up this week. Take
a different route to work or
school. Otherwise, make
new friends.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Capricorn, your love of
travel continues this week,
and you won’t be content
until you hit the road. If you
have the chance to travel,
make the most of this op-
portunity.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, now is a great
time to aim for a promo-
tion at work or make some
changes to make yourself
more marketable. It’s time to
push ahead in your career.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, this is an exciting
period for you, as both per-
sonal plans and career goals
come to fruition. Enjoy the
ride in the days ahead.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 14
Jackson Rathbone, Actor
(30)

DECEMBER 15
Martin Skrtel, Athlete (30)

DECEMBER 16
Luke Harper, Wrestler (35)

DECEMBER 17
Pope Francis, Religious
Leader (78)

DECEMBER 18
Ray Liotta, Actor (60)

DECEMBER 19
Criss Angel, Magician (47)

through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.

It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill

and experience.
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will
be published in
Saturday’s paper.
Or you can go to
www.sudoku.com
to find the solution.
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

12-13

DHPL

MHBDA FH

MRYS

MHBSRMRNDL.

wW. IH

AHLZE’S

XYJLZ

ELZ

"BHCEA.

SRL

XYIJL SRL
DHPL NZ
BNAL

OBYEJDNE

Previous Cryptoquote: THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGISTO
TRY AND INSPIRE PEOPLE SO THAT THEY CAN BE GREAT
IN WHATEVER THEY WANT TO DO. - Kobe Bryant



