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Federal reps praise U.S. Highway 53 decision

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Citing concerns about
the potential impact, Bor-
derland’s federal represen-
tatives this week praised a
decision by the Minnesota
Department of Transporta-
tion to end further study of
a proposed westerly route
for relocation of U.S. High-
way 53.

8th District Congress-
man Rick Nolan, a member
of the House Transporta-
tion Committee, said Mon-
day that the decision is
contained in a just released
MnDOT report concluding
that the additional expense,
commuter disruption, de-
lay to emergency services
and first responders, and
negative effect on local
jobs and businesses would
be too great for the agency
to spend additional time or
money pursuing the highly
controversial and widely
criticized option.

“MnDOQOT listened tolocal
people and made a com-
monsense decision not to
put jobs, businesses, and
citizen safety at risk,” No-
lan said in a statement.
“Months ago, I toured this
project, and called the west-
erly route a non-starter
from the very beginning
— an ill-advised plan that
would have cost jobs, mil-
lions of additional tax dol-
lars, and disrupted emer-
gency responses.”

U.S. Sens. Amy Klobu-
char and Al Franken also
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Trucks work to expand to four lanes nine miles of U.S. Highway 53 from the Rice River to the south
city limits of Cook earlier this month. Here, the construction is taking place on the northbound lane.
The plan is to complete the northbound lane including a new bridge crossing the Rice River during this
construction season and then complete the southbound lanes during the 2014 season.

commended the decision in
a joint statement.

In July, Klobuchar and
Franken held a meeting in
Virginia with a Highway
53 impact committee and
members of the Virginia
City Council to discuss
the potential safety and
economic impact of the pro-
posed westerly route.

“(Monday’s) decision is
a positive step toward find-

ing a route for Highway
53 that doesn’t needlessly
increase driving time and
jeopardize public safety,”
Klobuchar said. “I will
continue to work with Mn-
DOT to ensure the final
project meets the needs of
the region while taking into
account the economic needs
and concerns of residents.”

Franken said relocation
of Highway 53 is a great

concern to residents, busi-
nesses, and community
leaders in the Quad Cities,
which is why he pressed
MnDOT to take the west-
erly reroute off the table.
“I'm very pleased to hear
that, as this process con-
tinues, the westerly option
will not be included in the
plans,” he said. “Moving
forward, I will keep work-
ing to ensure that the final

route selection is the best
choice for the region.”

Nolan noted that federal
dollars will pay for a good
share of the project, which
will involve relocating the
part of Highway 53 from the
Highway 135 interchange
and the Second Avenue traf-
fic loop by 2017.

The proposal, which
drew widespread opposi-
tion from across the Iron

Range, would have substan-
tially increased commuter
and emergency response
times between Virginia and
Eveleth, diverted traffic
away from local businesses,
and required local schools
to spend an estimated $4
million annual in addi-
tional transportation costs,
according to Nolan.

Late last winter, Nolan
invited MnDOT Commis-
sioner, Charlie Zelle, to
tour the proposed westerly
route, one of six then be-
ing considered, and then
meet with local business
people, elected officials
and citizens at the MnDOT
building in Virginia. After
several additional meet-
ings and conversations
with Zelle, Nolan met in
early July with concerned
citizens in Mountain Iron,
receiving a detailed local
study of the potential prob-
lems and costs.

Later in July, Nolan, in-
vited three top-ranking
federal transportation of-
ficials to his Washington of-
fice and urged them to “stop
wasting money” studying
or pursuing the Westerly
Route. He had a final meet-
ing with Zelle in early Au-
gust.

Nolan also praised the ad-
vocacy and leadership from
state Reps. Jason Metsa and
Carly Melin, and state Sen.
David Tomassoni, as well
as the support provided by
Franken and Klobuchar on
the issue.
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For more information
or assistance,
please call
Sue Karsnia, Food Service
Director
Phone: 218-283-2571
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at Smokey Bear Park ;
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‘ Hot Dogs, Chips, Brats,
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Everyone Welcome!
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