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DEAR ABBY:  I’m 16 
and so is my boyfriend. 
He’s wonderful. We’re very 
much in love and intend to 
be together for the rest of 
our lives, but my mother is 
causing major problems in 
our relationship. We’re not 
allowed to see each other 
outside of school. Neither 
of us has a driver’s license, 
and we’re not getting them 
anytime soon. 

Even if someone will be 
watching us the whole time, 
Mom says she’s afraid we’re 
going to “make out.” We 
won’t, and it’s very distress-
ing. She says she trusts me, 
but clearly she doesn’t. She 
also says she approves of 
my boyfriend, but obviously 
that’s not the case, either. 

What can I do to con-
vince her that we are trust-
worthy? — DISTRESSED 

TEEN IN TEXAS

 

DEAR DISTRESSED 

TEEN: Not knowing your 
mother, it’s hard to say 
what will ease her worries. 
However, at 16, you are at 
an age when you should 
be starting to date. Many 
teens start by going out in 
groups, which lessens the 
opportunity for “make-out” 
situations. 

The problem with over-
protecting a teenage girl is 
that it can prevent her from 

acquiring the necessary 
social skills she will need 
later to make mature judg-
ments. It’s important that 
your mother realize this, 
and please tell her I said so.

DEAR ABBY: My wife 
and I disagree on whether it 
is OK for me to have a secret 
I do not wish to share with 
her. It doesn’t affect her. It 
pertains to a situation 40 
years ago, long before we 
met. After we got into an ar-
gument about it, I eventually 
told her what it was about.

There was a popular mov-
ie about the same situation. 
Whenever it came on TV 
and I watched it, I would 
get teary-eyed, and my wife 
would ask me what was 
wrong. I would say I didn’t 
know because I wanted to 
keep the reason to myself.

Now I’m accused of hav-
ing lied to her about it. 

My wife is adamant that 
spouses should have no 
secrets whatsoever from 
each other. The issue was 
something significant and 
private to me. We would 
appreciate your comments. 
— DISAGR EEING IN 

MARYLAND

 

DEAR DISAGREEING: 
Would your wife have felt 
better if, when she saw you 
tear up and asked what was 
wrong, you had responded 
honestly and told her it 
was something personal, 
painful and none of her 
business? 

What you did wasn’t ly-
ing; it was protecting your-
self from having to discuss 
something you weren’t 
ready to reveal. And when 
you did, instead of being 
sympathetic, she attacked 
you. Well, now that you 
have shared your secret and 
are being punished for it, 
are you more comfortable 
with the idea of telling her 
“all”? (I doubt it.)

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 
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DEAR ABBY

Teen chafes under mom’s 
prohibition against dating

Previous Cryptoquote: THE DEVIL HAS PUT A PENALTY 
ON ALL THINGS WE ENJOY IN LIFE. EITHER WE SUF-
FER IN HEALTH OR WE SUFFER IN SOUL OR WE GET 
FAT. – Albert Einstein

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no 

math involved. The grid has numbers, 
but nothing has to add up to anything 
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging. 
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 
30 minutes, depending on your skill 
a nd ex perience. 
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will 
be published i n 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com 
to find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Finances are on your 

mind this week, Aries. You 
could be driven now more 
than ever to get your ducks 
in a row. Expect such tasks 
to be a bit stressful but ulti-
mately worth it.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, avoid being side-

tracked by some familiar 
obstacles. Even with the 
best intentions you can get 
pushed off target. Pay atten-
tion and stick with it.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, it may be tempt-

ing to set aside responsibili-
ties in favor of more exciting 
experiences. But the real 
opportunities for adventure 
come from making commit-
ments and goals.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you may finally 

be ready to express feelings 
that you have been keeping 
to yourself. If you are wor-
ried about how others will 
respond, don’t be. You have 
accepting friends.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, do not deny yourself 

some pleasure, especially if 
you have been putting in a 
lot of work and effort to at-
tain your goals. Enjoy a little 
down time when you can.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you cherish your 

time with friends and family 
this week, spending as many 
free moments with them as 
possible. In the coming days, 
carve out some alone time 
for yourself.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, you are no stranger 

to meeting other people’s 
demands, but you need to 
be very firm about what you 
want right now. Work with 
others but make your opin-
ions known as well. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, your intensity 

helps you get through some 
difficult projects in the 
weeks ahead. Be sure to 
make some time for rest 
and relaxation once your 
projects are finished.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, there is a lot 

more going on in your life 
now than meets the eye. 
Moves that you make could 
be crucial to your success, 
so do your best to make sure 
you make the right choices.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, expect some 

initial dissent when you pro-
pose an unorthodox solution 
to a problem. Don’t worry 
much, as others will come 
around when the plan starts 
to work.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Do not allow your emo-

tions to get the better of you 
this week, Aquarius. Steer 
clear of confusing issues and 
do not delve too deeply into 
things you don’t understand.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, expect to be ac-

knowledged for some special 
contributions this week. 
Stand up and take your bow 
with grace and appreciation.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 3
Tom Brady, Athlete (37)

AUGUST 4
Jeff Gordon, Race Car Driv-
er (43)

AUGUST 5
Maureen McCormick, Ac-
tress (58)

AUGUST 6
Vera Farmiga, Actress (41)

AUGUST 7
Wayne Knight, Actor (59)


